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Average  of  8 years.  f Bromyard  l rban  l)istriet  was  formed  from  Bromyard  Rural  E)istrict  in  1895. 


Hereford.  March.  1004. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
formim*  the  Herefordshire  Combined  District. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1903. 

As  some  of  the  information  contained  in  the  Report  may  appear 
to  be  recorded  unnecessarily,  and  it  is  possible  that  members  of 
the  Council  may  consider  I am  telling  them  something  which 
they  already  know  a great  deal  better  than  I do.  I should  state 
that  in  a memorandum  as  to  their  Annual  Reports  issued  to 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  bocal 
Government  Board.  Mr.  \V.  II.  Power.  C.R..  E.R.S..  says: 

“ It  should  be  remembered  that  these  Reports  are  for 
the  information  of  the  Board  and  of  the  County  Council 
as  well  as  of  the  Council  of  the  district,  and  that  a statement 
of  the  local  circumstances  and  history  of  local  sanitary 
questions  which  may  seem  superfluous  to  the  latter  mat 
often  be  needed  by  the  former  bodies.’’ 

t desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  remarks  upon  illegiti- 
macy upon  ]).  5.  upon  water  supplies  on  p.  15,  upon  the  pro- 
vision of  earth  closets  on  p.  12.  and  to  the  section  dealing  with 

schools  on  p.  rc). 

The  requirements  of  the  Districts  are — 

r.  The  provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation 

(except  in  Bromyard,  Hereford,  and  Weobley). 

2.  The  adoption  and  circulation  of  Regulations  with 

respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  based 
upon  the  new  series  of  the  b.G.B. 

3.  The  adoption  of  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Hop-pickers 

and  Fruit-pickers. 

4.  The  substitution  of  Earth-closets  for  Privy-closets. 

5.  The  better  construction  of  Wells. 

6.  The  more  general  provision  of  Rain-water  Gutters  on 

houses. 

7.  A better  Water  Supply  (in  some  localities  only). 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours, 

HERBERT  JONES. 


Herefordshire  Combined  District 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  3lst,  1903. 


Area. — The  area  of  the  six  combined  districts  of  Herefordshire 
is  350,628  acres,  exclusive  of  the  area  covered  with  water. 


Population. — The  population  of  the  combined  districts  at 
the  census  of  1901  was  52.187,  and  the  estimated  population  at 
the  middle  of  1903  was  51,869. 


Area 

Population 

Persons 

in  acres. 

Census,  1901 

per  acre. 

Bromyard  Rural 

District 

60,964 

. . 8,244 

• • .13 

Dore  ,, 

J? 

. . . . 67,747 

■ • 6,742 

. . .09 

Hereford  ,, 

J 5 

. . . . 65,147 

..  13,271 

.20 

Ledbury  ,, 

5J  • * 

• • • • 52,013 

9,068 

. . .17 

Leominster  ,, 

J J 

• • • • 55,285 

..  7,911 

. . .14 

Weobley  ,, 

>> 

• • • • 49472 

• • 6,951 

. . .14 
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Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  combined 
district  was  1,214,  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  23.4  per  1,000  living. 
The  average  birth-rate  in  the  six  districts  in  the  previous  ten 
years  was  25.8  per  1,000,  and  the  birth-rate  in  rural  England  and 
Wales  in  1903  was  27.3  per  1,000. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  six  districts 
was  730,  and  after  making  the  necessary  adjustments  for  the 
deaths  of  residents  in  public  institutions  without  the  district  and 
of  non-residents  in  public  institutions  within  the  district  there 
were  746  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  six  districts,  equal 
to  a death-rate  of  14.7  per  1.000.  The  average  death-rate  in  the 
previous  ten  years  was  16.9  per  1,000  and  the  death-rate  recorded 
in  rural  England  and  Wales  during  1903  was  14.8  per  1.000. 

Corrected  Death-Rate.— The  death-rate  from  all  causes 
in  this  country  is  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55  years  than 
it  is  at  other  periods  and  it  is  lower  among  females  than  among 
males.  As  the  proportion  of  persons  living  at  different  age- 
periods  and  of  males  to  females  differs  in  various  localities  it  is 
necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  desire  to  compare 
with  accuracy  the  death-rates  of  two  or  more  districts.  In 
England  and  Wales  of  every  1.000  persons  living  at  the  last  census 
1 13  were  under  5 years  and  106  were  over  55  years,  but  of  every 
1,000  persons  living  in  the  six  districts  at  the  same  period  106 
were  under  5 years  and  166  over  55  years,  this  large  proportion 
of  older  persons  favouring  a high  death-rate.  If  we  refer  to  the 
sex  ratio  we  find  that  at  the  census  in  England  and  Wales  there 
were  484  males  to  516  females  ; while  in  the  six  districts  there 
were  496  males  to  504  females,  the  larger  number  of  males  again 
favouring  a high  death-rate  in  Herefordshire.  In  order  to  make 
a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country  I have  worked  out 
the  factor  of  correction  for  each  of  the  six  districts,  and  the  death- 
rate  thus  corrected  in  the  combined  district  in  1903  was  12.9 
per  1,000,  compared  with  15.4  per  1,000  in  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death-rate  in  the  six  dis- 
tricts in  the  previous  ten  years  was  14.8  per  1,000. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually 
measured  by  stating  the  number  of  children  under  one  year  who 
have  died  within  a certain  period  to  1,000  births  registered 
within  the  same  period. 

In  the  six  districts  during  1903  there  were  born  1,376 
children,  and  102  died  under  one  year  old.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  was  thus  95  per  1,000  births.  The  average  rate  in  the  pre- 
ceding ten  years  was  102,  and  the  rate  in  rural  England  and 
Wales  in  1903  was  118  per  1,000  births. 
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The  birth-rate,  corrected  death-rate,  and  infant  mortality 
rate  in  each  district  was  as  follows  : — 

Corrected  Infant 

Birth-rate  Death-rate  mortality  per 


per  1,000  per 

1,000. 

1,000  births 

Bromyard 

. . 23.1 

13.2 

124 

Dore 

13-5 

55 

Hereford 

21.7 

13-3 

76 

Ledbury 

. . 22.2 

12.3 

112 

Leominster 

. . 22.5 

12. 1 

• • 85 

Weobley 

. . 25.4 

13-3 

126 

Six  Districts 

. . 23.4 

12.9 

95 

Illegitimate  Births. — During  1903  there  were  registered 
in  the  six  districts  80  illegitimate  births,  ecpial  to  6.5  per  cent,  of 
the  total  births,  or  to  1.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In 
the  Bromyard  district  7.7  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate  ; 
in  Dore,  6.6  per  cent.  ; in  Hereford,  6.9  per  cent.  ; in  Ledbury, 
5.8  per  cent.  ; in  Leominster,  3.9  per  cent.  ; and  in  Woebley, 
8.0  per  cent. 

A comparison  of  the  amount  of  illegitimacy  in  different 
districts  is  of  considerable  interest,  but  there  are  very  many 
difficulties  attending  a study  of  the  subject.  The  numbers 
stated  either  as  a proportion  of  the  total  population,  or  of  the 
number  of  total  births,  are  not  reliable  for  comparative  purposes  ; 
the  most  accurate  comparison  would  be,  as  Dr.  Arthur 
Newsholme  has  pointed  out,  by  giving  the  proportion  of  illegiti- 
mate deaths  to  the  number  of  unmarried  women  living  at 
child-bearing  ages.  For  example,  if  in  each  of  two  towns  A and 
B having  an  equal  population  and  birth-rate  there  are  in  one  year 
30  illegitimate  births,  it  would  not  be  safe  to  assume  that  the 
amount  of  illegitimacy  in  the  two  towns  is  equal,  for,  if  in  A there 
are  1,500  unmarried  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years 
two  per  cent,  of  these  have  borne  children,  while  if  in  B there  are 
only  1,000  unmarried  women  at  the  same  ages,  then  three  per 
cent,  have  given  birth  to  illegitimate  offspring,  and  there  is  really 
far  more  illegitimacy  in  B than  there  is  in  A. 

But  far  more  striking  than  this  hypothetical  example  are  the 
actual  facts  to  be  found  in  the  last  (64th)  annual  report  of  the 
Registrar  General  relating  to  the  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1901.  It  is  there  stated  (p.  xv.)  “ Among 
registration  counties  the  lowest  proportion  of  illegitimate  to 
total  births  were  26  in  Essex,  29  in  Monmouthshire  and  South 
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Wales,  30  in  Warwickshire,  31  in  Middlesex,  and  33  in  Durham. 

The  highest  proportions  were  58  in  Cumberland,  59 
in  Salop  and  in  North  Wales,  bi  in  Herefordshire,  and  64  in 
Norfolk.”  I have  italicised  the  counties  of  Monmouthshire  and 
Herefordshire  because  it  would  appear  from  the  Registrar 
General’s  statement  that  there  is  twice  as  much  illegitimacy  in 
the  latter  county  as  there  is  in  the  former.  When  however  we 
give  the  proportion  of  illegitimacy  births  to  the  number  of  un- 
married women  at  child-bearing  ages  we  find  very  little  difference 
between  the  two  counties.  I11  Monmouthshire  this  proportion 
was  10.4  and  in  Herefordshire  it  was  10.9.  In  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  the  proportion  was  8.4.  so  that  it  will  be 
observed  that  both  in  Monmouthshire  and  in  Herefordshire  the 
amount  of  illegitimacy  is  much  higher  than  in  the  whole  country. 

Proportion  of  illegitimate  births  to  the  number  of 
unmarried  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years  : — 


Per  1,000  unmarried  women 
Average  of 

1901  1902  1903  3 years 

Bromyard  Rural  . . . . 14.7  . . 19.6  . . ib.9  . . 16.9 

Dore  14.3  . . 13.0  . . 15.6  . . 14.3 

Hereford  7.3  ..  9.6  ..  11.3  ..  9.6 

Ledbury  4.8  . . 9.5  . . 11.6  . . 8.7 

Leominster  17. b ..  n.o  ..  7. 7 ..  12.1 

Weobley  11.1  ..  12.3  ..  17.3  ..  i3-(> 

Herefordshire  10.9 

England  and  Wales  . . . . 8.4 

Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  were  9 deaths  in  the  six 


districts  among  illegitimate  children  under  one  year  old,  a number 
equal  to  101  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  compared  with  92  in 
the  case  of  legitimate  births  and  deaths.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  in  Herefordshire,  as  elsewhere,  illegitimate  children  have  a 
much  less  chance  of  surviving  their  first  year  of  lile  than  children 
born  in  wedlock. 

Uncektilted  Deaths. — Of  the  730  deaths  registered  in  the 
six  districts  (>( >3  were  certified  by  a registered  medical  practi- 
tioner, 34  by  the  Coroners,  and  33  were  uncertified.  Given  as 
percentages  90.8  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical  practitioners. 
4.7  per  cent,  by  the  Coroners,  and  4.5  per  cent,  were  uncertified. 
This  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  is  very  high.  In  1901  in 
England  and  Wales  the  proportion  was  only  1.8  per  cent. 

In  Bromyard  the  percentage  ol  uncertified  deaths  in  I9°3 
v\as  4.0,  in  Dore  10. o,  in  Hereford  3.0,  in  Ledbury  5.(1,  in  Leo- 
minster 3.0,  and  in  Weobley  2.9. 
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Ages  at  Death. — The  ages  at  death  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing Table  : — 


All 

ages. 

Under 
1 year 

1 to 

5 to 
15. 

1 f)  t( 
25. 

25  I < 
45. 

1 5 1 1 
65. 

( i 5 t ( 
75. 

1 5 to 

85. 

VI  iove 
85. 

Bromyard 

1 2b 

24 

3 

4 

4 

1 1 

25 

2 b 

2) 

8 

Dore 

104 

IO 

7 

1 

7 

7 

24 

20 

24 

4 

Hereford  

196 

22 

1 1 

7 

5 

25 

4' 

45 

33 

7 

Ledbury 

120 

23 

1 1 

4 

3 

10 

24 

25 

'7 

i 

Leominster 

1 1 1 

16 

5 

4 

1 

9 

2 1 

■9 

29 

7 

Weobley  

1 07 

2 ? 

2 

6 

3 

8 

2 2 

it) 

2 1 

5 

Six  Districts 

764 

117 

39 

2b 

-’7 

7° 

'57 

■51 

•45 

.4“ 

It  will  be  observed  that  445,  or  58  per  cent,  of  the  .total 
number  of  deaths  occurred  at  the  extremes  of  life  under  one  year 
and  over  65  years.  The  proportion  of  deaths  (43  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number)  above  65  years  is  higher  than  is  usually  found  in 
rural  districts,  and  shows  that  a large  number  of  the  inhabitants 
attain  a ripe  age. 

Zymotic  (Infectious)  Diseases. — Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Typhoid  Fever,  Diarrhoea. 

1903  Average 

Death-rate  of  10  years, 
per  1,000.  1893 — 1902. 

Herefordshire  Districts 0.63  ..  0.53 

Rural  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  1.08 

In  former  years  the  death-rate  from  the  seven  infectious 
diseases  named  was  considered  an  index  to  the  sanitary  state  of 
a district.  It  is  now,  however,  recognised  that  there  are  many 
other  diseases  dependent  more  or  less  upon  insanitary  conditions 
which  are  capable  of  amendment.  Too  much  importance  must 
not  therefore  be  attached  to  a low  zymotic  death-rate.  As  the 
Registrar-General  still  groups  together  these  seven  diseases,  I 
have  thought  it  desirable  to  record  the  death-rates  for  the  same 
group  iu  the  combined  district. 
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Zymotic  Death-rath. — No.  oh  Deaths  in  1903. 
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Bromyard 

'75 

•59 

0 

O 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Dore 

•48 

•42 

0 

O 

1 

2 

0 

0 

o 

Hereford  

•76 

•61 

0 

2 

1 

0 

J 

2 

0 

2 

Ledbury  

•98 

.88 

0 

4 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Leominster  

'51 

■64 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Weobley  

•29 

•66 

0 

O 

0 

I 

I 

0 

0 

Six  Districts  ... 

•63 

'53 

0 

6 

4 

13 

5 

0 
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NOTI  FI  ABLE  DI SEASES . 

The  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  1 fisease  (Notifi- 
cation) Act,  1889,  are  Small-pox.  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Mem- 
branous Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus 
Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Relapsing  Fever,  Con- 
tinued Fever,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Plague. 


No.  of  Cases  Notified  in  1903. 


A 

C3 

/ 

_ 

- _. 

03 

1903. 

m 

© 

'© 

to 

w 

Scarlel 

Fever. 

’O  02 

7^  © 

H* 

Continut 

Fevei 

© © 

~ © 

© ji. 

I’htliisi 

Bromyard 

1 8 

O 

4 

8 

4 

16 

I 

0 

1 

1 lore  

3 1 

0 

1 2 

0 

O 

1 

Hereford 

49 

39 

0 

1 0 

1 5 

4 

24 

3> 

0 

(A 

0 

1 .edbury 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Leominster  

42 

0 

7 

4 

28 

0 

0 

0 

O 

3 

Weobley  

20 

O 

8 

2 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Six  Districts  

199 

O 

34 

45 

1 '3 

I 

O 

0 

9 

3 
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A sanitary  authority  may,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  add  to  this  list  any  other  infectious  disease, 
either  for  a definite  period  or  permanently. 

Phthisis  was  voluntarily  notifiable  in  Leominster  Rural 
District  from  July  ist,  1903. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  accommodation  for  isolating  cases  of  infectious  disease 
within  the  six  districts  is  exceedingly  meagre,  only  one  district, 
Bromyard,  being  at  present  provided  with  a hospital.  A descrip- 
tion of  this  institution,  which  is  the  only  fever  hospital  of  a per- 
manent character  in  the  county,  was  given  in  my  report  for  1901 
(p.  60).  An  account  of  the  hospital  now  being  erected  by  the 
Hereford  Rural  District  Council  will  be  found  on  p.  77  of  my 
report  for  1902.  This  hospital  will  be  available  for  patients  from 
the  Hereford  Rural  and  the  Weobley  Rural  Districts. 

For  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
in  the  workhouses  there  is  provision  made  within  the  curtilage 
of  the  various  workhouses,  except  at  Bromyard,  where  pauper 
cases  are  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital.  At  the  Hereford  and 
Dore  Workhouses  there  are  iron  hospitals  at  a short  distance 
from  the  main  buildings.  The  Dore  Hospital  has  not  been  used 
since  it  was  erected  in  the  year  1896. 

The  question  has  been  frequently  raised  as  to  whether  the 
duty  of  providing  isolation  accommodation  devolves  upon  the 
Board  of  Guardians  or  upon  the  District  Council.  There  are 
many  difficulties  surrounding  the  subject  but  they  are  all  solved 
by  the  District  Council  establishing  a hospital  and  entering  into 
an  arrangement  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  receive,  at  a 
certain  payment,  or  for  110  payment  at  all,  infected  persons 
chargeable  to  the  union. 
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PHTHISIS  (CONSUMPTION). 

There  were  41  deaths  from  consumption  in  the  six  districts 
during  1903,  or  more  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all 
causes,  giving  a death-rate  per  1.000  of  .78.  Seventeen  were 
males  and  twenty-four  females,  The  average  rate  recorded  in 
the  previous  ten  years  was  .93  per  1,000. 
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Prevention  of 

Consumption  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  formed  in 
Herefordshire  in  May,  1903.  In  response  to  a communication 
from  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Branch  each  of  the  six 
District  Councils  decided  to  purchase  and  distribute  500  copies 
of  a card  entitled  “ Prevention  of  Consumption.”  A copy  of  the 
card  will  be  found  011  the  opposite  page.  Other  districts  in  which 
this  card  was  distributed  were  Hereford  City,  Leominster 
Borough,  Ledbury  Urban,  Bromyard  Urban,  Kington  Rural,  and 
Wigmore  Rural. 


CANCER. 

There  were  57  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  six  Districts  during 
the  year  1903,  giving  a death-rate  of  1.18  per  1,000.  More  than 
seven  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  thus  due  to  cancer. 

No.  of  Deaths  and  Death-rate  per  1,000  from  Cancer. 
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TO  PREVENT  CONSUMPTION. 


CONSUMPTION  IS  PREVENTABLE,  and  is  a disease 
from  which  many  people  recover. 

II  the  following  suggestions  are  carried  out  those  already  ill 
will  be  more  likely  to  recover  and  those  who  are  healthy  will  be 
less  likely  to  become  Consumptive. 

The  disease  is  SPREAD  principally  by  the  SPIT.  I his 
becomes  dry  and,  either  by  itself  or  mixed  with  dust,  may  be 
breathed  in  by  a healthy  person  who  may  then  have  Consumption. 

It  often  happens  that  a person  with  a cough  may  be  Con- 
sumptive without  knowing  it,  so  that  no  one  can  Spit  at  random 
without  possible  danger  to  others. 

It  is  especially  dangerous  to  Spit  on  the  lloor  ol  a railway 
carriage  or  other  public  vehicle,  and  of  public  houses,  shops, 
public  buildings,  and  on  dry  pavements  or  roadways. 

Nothing  prevents  CONSUMPT  ION  more  than  SUN  LKiH'l  , 
CLEANLINESS,  and  PURL  AIR. 

W here  there  is  darkness  there  is  otten  dirt,  and  where  there 
is  dirt  there  is  ol  Lei  1 disease. 

When  damp  cleaning  is  not  possible,  the  DUST  from  the 
sweeping  ol  rooms  should  be  burned  and  not  thrown  into  the  road 
or  yard  whence  it  may  be  blown  back  again  into  the  house. 

WINDOWS  should  be  LRLLLY  OPENED  in  workrooms 
and  in  dwelling  houses  both  by  night  and  by  day.  ( )n  no  account 
must  the  Chimney  be  stopped  up. 

FOUL  AIR  IS  AS  DANGEROUS  AS  IMPURE  WATER 
OR  BAD  DRAINS. 

A CLOSE  OR  SIUI'FY  ROOM  usually  means  that  the 
air  in  it  is  impure  because  it  has  been  breathed  and  re-breathed 
many  times,  and  should  be  purified  by  ventilation. 


| Issued  l»y  the*  National  Association  for  I ho  Prevent  ion  of  Consumption  and  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis,  (Herefordshire  Branch)]. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

In  only  two  parishes — Colwall  and  Weobley — is  there  any 
combined  scheme  of  sewerage.  From  isolated  large  houses  the 
drains  empty  on  to  adjoining  land  or  into  water  courses.  In  far 
too  many  instances  slop  drains  from  farm  houses  and  cottages 
discharge  into  roadside  ditches.  In  the  ease  of  farms  the  drains 
frequently  discharge  into  the  foldyard,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  a huge  manure  midden,  where  liquid  manure  is  allowed  to 
lie  year  in  and  year  out.  It  is  only  fair  to  state  that  very  many 
farmers  realise  how  wasteful  this  practice  is,  and  that  the  liquid 
portion  of  manure  is  a valuable  fertiliser,  and  is  certainly  “ matter 
in  the  wrong  place  ’ ’ if  that  place  is  beneath  the  windows  of 
their  dairy. 

At  the  majority  of  farm  houses  and  cottages  privy  closets 
are  found  which  are  only  emptied  at  very  infrequent  intervals, 
and  when  they  become  unpleasantly  full.  It  is  obviously  quite 
out  of  the  question  to  substitute  water  closets  for  these,  but  they 
can  be  converted  at  very  little  cost  indeed  into  inoffensive  and 
perfectly  sanitary  earth  closets  in  the  manner  shown  in  the  accom- 
panying diagrams  which  were  issued  a few  years  ago  by  the  Dore 
District  Council.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  Fig.  i a bucket  (and 
an  ordinary  bucket  procurable  for  a shilling  suffices)  is  placed 
under  the  seat,  while  in  Fig.  z there  is  merely  a cavity  left.  In 
each  case  there  is  an  opening  in  the  outside  wall  for  the  purpose 
of  removal,  and  the  seat  is  made  to  hinge  in  order  that  dry  earth 
or  fine  sand  may  be  thrown  over  the  excreta.  In  actual  practice 
it  is  most  convenient  to  have  inside  the  closet  a supply  of  dry  earth 
to  be  thrown  in  each  time  the  closet  is  used. 


Fig.  i. 


X.T  * * * \_J  ' 


x izx 
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On  the  Hampton  Court  Estate  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  (J.  II.  Arkwright. 
Esq,.)  lias  provided  a large  number  of  cottages  with  excellent 
dry  earth  closets,  and  he  has  the  tenants  instructed  as  to  the 
most  proper  and  economical  method  of  using  them.  For  this 
purpose  he  has  caused  to  be  placed  in  each  earth  shed  a large 
printed  carl  in  the  following  terms: — 

RULES. 

EARTH  CLOSETS. 

IKK  CLAY  SOIL,  NOT  ASHES. 

SIFT  BEFORE  SHEDDING. 

ONE  PAIL  OF  EARTH  EVERY  DAY 
TO  EACH  CLOSET. 

RAKE  OUT  ONCE  A MONTH, 

OR  AS  REQUIRED. 

SHED. 

SUPPLY  SHOVEL  and  LONG  SCRAPER. 

USE  B'tTII  SIDES  OF  SHED  BY  TURNS. 

CLEAR  SHED  EVERY  TWO  MONTHS. 

OR  AS  REQUIRED. 

TOP  DRESS  IT  TO  FRUIT  TREES, 

OR  GRASS  LAND. 


J.H.A. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  only  a very  few  parishes  is  there  any  combined  system  of 
water  supply  where  pipes  are  laid  on  to  the  houses  and  taps  are 
provided.  This  is  the  case  in  Kastnor,  a part  of  Colwall,  Fown- 
hope,  Peterchurch,  Kentchurch,  and  Michaelchurch.  The  majority 
of  the  remaining  houses  are  supplied  from  wells,  some  having 
pumps  attached,  others  are  provided  with  a windlass  and  bucket. 
The  source  of  supply  is  in  the  greater  majority  of  instances  quite 
above  suspicion,  but  as  it  is  the  practice  in  the  district  to  “ dry 
steyn  ’ ’ the  walls  of  the  wells  whether  they  are  deep  or  shallow, 
there  is  always  a risk  of  pollution.  Every  well  should  be  lined 
with  bricks  set  in  cement.  The  lining  should  be  carried  up  to  at 
least  eighteen  inches  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  ground, 
and  the  top  of  the  well  should  be  most  carefully  covered  over. 
However  pure  a water  may  be,  if  it  can  become  polluted  either 
through  tricklings  from  the  surface  through  the  wall  lining  or  from 
ground  washings  through  a half  rotten  wooden  covering,  it  might 
as  well  be  impure  to  begin  with.  To  seek,  often  at  considerable 
cost,  for  a pure  supply  of  water,  and  then  to  take  no  pains  to  secure 
it  from  pollution  appears  to  me  to  be  an  excellent  illustration  of 
the  maxim  “Penny  wise  and  pound  foolish.’’  In  the  case  of 
new  houses,  a Sanitary  Authority  can  prohibit  their  occupation 
unless  the  water  supply  is  approved,  and  I consider  that  each 
District  Council  should  withhold  its  approval  where  the  supply 
is  from  a well  unless  such  well  is  guarded  against  pollution  in  the 
manner  indicated. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a Sanitary  Authority  to  see  that  every  occupied 
dwelling-house  within  their  district  has  within  a reasonable  dis- 
tance an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water  (Public  Health 
(Water)  Act,  1878,  Sec.  3).  A “ reasonable  distance  ’’  has  been 
defined  in  the  six  districts  as  500  yards,  and  (in  some  districts) 
as  200  yards  in  the  case  of  new  houses.  It  appears  to  me  that 
no  hardship  would  be  involved  in  requiring  new  houses  to  have  a 
supply  at  a considerably  less  distance  than  200  yards.  If  water 
is  not  available  quite  close  to  a proposed  site  I consider  that  it  is 
not  a suitable  place  to  build  a house  upon.  No  one  would  think 
of  erecting  even  a moderately  large  house  of  a rental,  say,  of  £25 
or  £30  a year,  if  water  had  to  be  carried  in  buckets  a distance  of 
200  yards,  and  the  occupier  of  a cottage  dwelling  is  entitled  to 
the  same  consideration. 


I he  following  table  discloses  the  fact  that  there  were  95 
tower  occupied  houses  in  the  six  districts  in  1401  than  there  were 
in  iNqi.  Ledbury  is  the  only  district  in  which  there  was  an 
increased  number  : — 

Inhabited  houses  at  Census. 


1891. 

1901. 

Bromyard 

1.828 

1.790 

I tore 

L555 

Hereford  

2,877 

Ledburv  

..  ..  1.927 

2,004 

Leominster 

. . . . 1.875 

1.872 

Weoblev  

..  ..  i. 719 

1,654 

Six  Districts 

..  ..  11.847 

11.752 

Many  of  the  cottages  are  well  built  and  carefully  looked  after. 
There  are.  however,  a certain  number  which  are  very  near  the 
borderland  of  habitable  and  uninhabitable.  In  very  few  is 
sufficient  attention  paid  to  securing  freedom  from  dampness,  no 
form  of  damp  course  being  provided,  and  the  absence  in  far  too 
many  instances  of  eaves  gutters  to  carry  off  the  roof  rain  ensures 
a permanent  condition  which  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  remain. 
Where  a house  is  covered  with  ivy  this  evil  is  necessarily  very 
much  aggravated.  The  manner  in  which  insanitary  privies  may 
be  remedied  is  detailed  on  page  12. 

I am  indebted  to  Messrs.  W.  Haywood  and  Son  for  per- 
mission to  reproduce  plans  of  semi-detached  labourers’  cottages 
designed  by  them  and  erected  on  the  Guy’s  Hospital  Estate  at 
Burghill.  The  planning  of  these  cottages  has  been  very  carefully 
thought  out,  resulting  in  a building  with  a maximum  accommo- 
dation at  a minimum  cost.  The  features  I should  like  to  draw 
special  attention  to  are  the  central  chimneys,  the  single  large  living 
room  protected  by  a porch,  the  pantry,  and  wash-house  with  a 
fixed  boiler,  and  the  three  bedrooms  each  opening  on  to  the 
landing. 

1 would  point  out  here  that  it  is  the  duty  ot  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  cause  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  an  inspection  of 
their  district  with  a view  to  ascertain  whether  any  dwelling  houses 
are  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  (Housing  ot  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890, 
sec.  32). 
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Front  Elevation. 


INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICTS. 


Among  the  duties  cast  upon  Sanitary  Authorities  are  the 
following  : — To  cause  an  inspection  of  their  districts  to  be  made 
from  time  to  time  with  a view  to  ascertain  what  nuisances  exist 
calling  for  abatement  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  (Public 
Health  Act.  1875,  sec.  92). 

To  put  in  force  as  occasion  may  require  the  powers  with 
which  they  are  invested  so  as  to  secure  the  proper  sanitary  con- 
dition of  all  premises  within  the  area  under  their  control  (Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1885,  sec.  7). 

I attach  very  great  importance  to  the  periodical  inspections 
of  their  districts  by  the  Inspectors.  Our  aim  should  be  to  secure 
that  an  insanitary  condition  shall  be  discovered  as  early  as  possible, 
and  before  it  may  have  had  time  to  do  much  mischief. 

DISINFECTION . 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  in  each  of  the  six  districts  by  the 
generation  of  formaldehyde  gas  ; paraform  tablets  in  an  Alfor- 
niant  lamp  being  employed.  This  method  of  disinfection  I have 
found  to  yield  excellent  results.  I would  point  out,  however, 
that  the  truest  disinfection  is  perfect  cleanliness.  An  empty 
room  may  be  effectually  disinfected  by  having  the  paper  stripped 
from  the  walls  and  burned,  the  ceiling  lime-washed,  and  all  the 
woodwork  thoroughly  scrubbed.  In  none  of  the  districts  is  there 
any  means  for  properly  disinfecting  articles  of  clothing.  This 
can  only  be  accomplished  with  the  aid  of  a steam  disinfector. 
Such  a machine  is  costly,  but  it  would  be  quite  practicable  for 
two  or  three  districts  to  use  one  jointly. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Hereford  Rural  District  Council.  The  latter  Act  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  Council. 

URBAN  POWERS. 

In  the  Led  bur  v district  building  bye-laws  are  in  torce  in  the 
parish  of  Colwall.  In  the  remainder  of  Ledbury  and  in  the  other 
five  districts  no  urban  powers  exist. 

bye-laws. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  common  lodging-houses  are  in  lorce 
in  Bromyard  and  in  Weobley,  but  not  in  the  other  districts.  Bye- 
laws with  respect  to  private  scavenging  are  in  force  in  the 
Colwall  parish  of  the  Ledbury  Rural  District.  (See]).  114). 
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With  the  above  exception  in  none  of  the  districts  are  there 
bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to 

Private  scavenging. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

Hop  and  Fruit -pickers. 

Tents  and  vans. 

Mortuaries  and  Cemeteries. 

Slaughter  houses. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS 
ORDER,  1885. 

Regulations  under  this  Order  were  made  many  years  ago  by 
the  Dore  and  Hereford  Councils.  The  Order  has  been  printed 
for  distribution  by  the  Ledbury  Council.  In  no  district  was  public 
notice  given  during  1903  of  the  necessity  for  registration. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging-house  in  the  six  districts  ; 
it  is  situated  in  Weobley.  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  common 
lodging-houses  were  adopted  by  the  Weobley  Council  on  August 
6th.  1901. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  in  the  six  rural  districts  113  public  elementary 
schools  in  104  parishes  with  an  aggregate  accommodation  for 
more  than  12,000  children.  At  the  1901  census  there  were  in 
the  districts  10,408  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  14  years. 

I have  visited  very  many  of  these  schools  and  have  generally 
found  them  clean,  warm  and  well  ventilated.  The  playgrounds 
are  good  and  the  buildings  are  well  looked  after.  I11  a few  the 
water  supply  is  not  sufficient,  and  even  for  cleansing  purposes 
has  to  be  carried  some  distance.  In  such  cases  fhe  cleanliness  of 
the  rooms  obviously  suffers.  The  cloak  rooms  are  usually  good, 
but  in  few  cases  is  there  adequate  lavatory  accommodation.  It 
is  very  noticeable  how  very  little  care  has  been  taken  in  the 
planning  of  most  of  the  schools  to  place  the  windows  in  such  a 
position  that  the  light  shall  fall  over  the  left  shoulder  of  the  pupil. 
Only  too  often  have  I seen  children  twisting  round  in  order  to  get 
the  shadow  of  their  right  hand  from  off  their  writing  books.  The 
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sanitary  arrangements  at  a few  schools  are  admirably  contrived, 
but  in  the  majority  they  leave  much  to  be  desired.  There  can 
be  no  question  that  a privy  closet  only  emptied  at  infrequent 
intervals  is  not  at  all  suitable  for  a school,  and  those  that  are  now 
in  use  ought  to  be  altered  without  delay  to  some  form  of  earth 
closet,  such  as  those  described  on  page  12,  even  if  no  more 
elaborate  arrangement  is  constructed.  At  Stretton  Sugwas 
schools  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  girls  using  earth  closets 
has  been  surmounted  by  providing  a girls’  urinal.  This  is  con- 
structed as  an  ordinary  w.c.  pan,  but  with  only  a small  (one  inch) 
outlet  discharging  on  to  a gully  outside  the  building.  The 
Education  Committee  of  the  County  Council  have  been  commend- 
ably  active  in  causing  alterations  to  be  made  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  some  of  the  “ provided  ” schools  in  the  county, 
and  upon  the  advice  of  the  County  Surveyor  (Mr.  Alfred  Dryland) 
old  privies  have  been  abolished  and  dry-earth  closets  substituted. 
Quite  apart  from  the  comfort  and  safety  of  this  form  of  closet, 
their  presence  in  school  buildings  has  a distinct  educational  value, 
and  the  children  as  they  grow  up  will  be  induced  to  have  them  in 
their  cottages. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  which  came  into 
force  on  January  1st,  1902,  is  an  Act  to  consolidate  with  Amend- 
ments the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  new  duties  are  cast  upon 
Sanitary  Authorities  and  upon  their  officials. 

Section  132  is  as  follows: — “ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  every  District  Council  shall  in  his  annual  report  to  them  report 
specifically  on  the  administration  of  this  Act  in  Workshops  and 
Workplaces,  and  he  shall  send  a copy  of  his  annual  report,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  deals  with  this  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Section  131  requires  that  “every  District  Council  shall  keep 
a register  of  all  workshops  situate  within  their  district.-’ 

Beyond  compiling  the  Register  of  \\  orkshops,  which  I have 
done  from  information  supplied  by  the  several  Inspectors  of 
Nuisances,  no  action  has  been  taken  by  any  of  the  Rural  District 
Councils  with  respect  to  the  Act.  Summaries  of  the  Registers 
will  be  found  on  pages  52,  68,  92,  116,  138,  158,  and  171. 

Workshops  may  be  defined  broadly  as 
Any  premises,  room,  or  place  where  steam,  water,  or  other 
mechanical  power  is  not  used  in  aid  ol  the  manufacturing 
process  carried  on  there,  in  which  premises,  room,  or  place, 
or  within  the  close  or  curtilage  or  precincts  of  which  premises 
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any  manual  labour  is  exercised  by  way  of  trade  or  for  purposes 
of  gain  in  or  incidental  to  any  of  the  following  purposes, 
namely  : — 

(1)  The  making  of  any  article  or  of  part  of  any  article  ; or 

(2)  The  altering,  repairing,  ornamenting,  or  finishing  of  any 

article  ; or 

(3)  The  adapting  for  sale  of  any  article, 

and  to  or  over  which  premises,  room,  or  place  the  employer 
of  the  persons  working  therein  has  the  right  of  access  or  control. 

Where  steam,  water,  or  other  mechanical  power  is  used  in 
aid  of  manufacturing  processes  the  premises  concerned  are 
defined  as  a factory. 

Within  the  Rural  Districts  are  chemical  works,  encaustic  tile 
works,  and  corn  mills,  which  are  factories.  The  workshops 
within  the  districts  include  those  occupied  by  Blacksmiths,  Boot- 
makers, Builders,  Carpenters,  Coopers,  Dressmakers,  Machinists, 
Saddlers,  Tailors,  and  Wheelwrights.  Bakehouses  are  separately 
dealt  with  under  the  Act,  (and  unless  they  are  factories)  are  to 
be  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Officers. 

The  provisions  of  the  1901  Act  apply  to  Baundries  which  are 
now  brought  under  the  supervision  of  the  Home  Office  and  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority.  Those  laundries,  however,  are  exempted  in 
which  the  only  persons  employed  are 

(a)  Inmates  of  any  prison,  reformatory,  or  industrial  school, 

or  other  institution  for  the  time  being  subject  to  inspec- 
tion under  any  Act  other  than  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901  ; or 

(b)  Inmates  of  an  institution  conducted  in  good  faith  for 

religious  or  charitable  purposes  ; or 

(c)  Members  of  the  same  family  dwelling  there,  or  in  which 

not  more  than  two  persons  dwelling  elsewhere  are  em- 
ployed. 

In  my  report  for  igoi  I set  out  in  detail  the  obligations  of 
Rural  District  Councils  with  regard  to  Factories  and  Workshops  on 
page  39,  and  with  regard  to  bakehouses  on  page  41. 

WORKERS  IN  DEAD. 

Every  medical  practitioner  attending  a patient  whom  he 
believes  to  be  suffering  from  lead,  phosphorus,  arsenical  or  mercurial 
poisoning  or  anthrax,  contracted  in  a factory  or  workshop,  is 
required  by  section  73  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  to 
notify  the  particulars  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories,  the 
Home  Office,  Eondon. 


As  certifying  factory  surgeon  it  is  my  duty  to  examine  once 
a month  all  the  workers  in  lead  employed  in  the  tile  works  at 
Lugwardine  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District,  and  at  the  Holmer 
tile  works  in  the  city  of  Hereford.  Lead  poisoning  in  these 
industries  can  be  very  largely  prevented  by  absolute  cleanliness 
on  the  part  of  the  workpeople,  and  at  each  of  these  works  the 
employers  have  provided  suitable  lavatories  with  water  supply, 
soap,  towels,  and  nail-brushes,  and  the  workpeople  are  urged  to 
cleanse  their  hands  well  before  each  meal. 

The  following  notice  is  exhibited  in  several  parts  of  the 
Holmer  works  : — 


NOTICE. 

Every  workman  in  this  department  must  exercise  great  care 
and  must  strictly  carry  out  the  following  instructions, 

1.  Do  not  make  unnecessary  dust  while  at  work.  Avoid 
splashing  the  clothes  with  glaze. 

2.  Keep  in  mind  the  importance  of  not  breathing  dust  and  of 
not  carrying  it  to  the  mouth  in  any  way.  Overalls  and 
head  coverings  must  not  be  left  about  or  shaken  in  the 
Workrooms. 

3.  Pay  constant  attention  to  personal  cleanliness. 

4.  Always  wash  and  scrub  the  hands  and  nails  before  eating 
food. 

5.  When  washing  the  hands  scratch  upon  the  soap  so  that  it 
may  mix  with  any  dirt  under  the  nails.  Well  wash  with  a 
nail  brush  using  plenty  of  water  and  finally  rinse  in  clean 
water. 

6.  Keep  the  finger  nails  very  short  and  clean  but  never  bite 
them  as  this  is  a very  dangerous  practice. 

7.  Wash  the  mouth  out  frequently  when  at  work  and  specially 
before  each  meal. 

8.  Brush  the  teeth  at  least  once  daily.  The  best  time  is  after 
finishing  work  for  the  day. 

q.  Always  take  something  to  eat  before  commencing  work  for 
the  day. 

10.  Never  neglect  or  try  to  hide  any  illness,  however  slight. 

As  these  instructions  are  designed  for  the  protection  and 
health  of  workpeople,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  they  will  for  their  own 
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RAINFALL. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Spencer  H.  Bickluun,  J .1’..  of  Underdown, 
Ledbury,  for  the  following  records  of  the  rainfall  at  1 lie  places 
indicated  : — 
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At  Ross  and  Much  Marcle  rain  fell  on  31  days  in  October. 
No  previous  month  since  1859,  when  the  Ross  gauge  was  started, 
has  had  31  wet  days. 
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The  Midwives  Act,  1902,  is  now  in  force,  and  I have  included 
in  these  pages  a copy  of  the  Act. 

A reference  to  sec.  8 will  show  that  the  Act  is  enforced  by 
County  Councils  and  County  Borough  Councils,  but  sec.  9 permits 
a County  Council  to  delegate  its  powers  to  a district  council. 

THE  MIDWIVES'  ACT,  1902. 


i — (i)  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  one  thousand  nine 

hundred  and  live,  any  woman  who  not  being  certified 

under  this  Act  shall  take  or  use  the  name  or  title  ol 
midwife  (either  alone  or  in  combination  with  any  other 
word  or  words,  or  any  name,  title,  addition,  or  description 
implying  that  she  is  certified  under  this  Act,  or  is  a per- 
son specially  qualified  to  practice  midwifery,  or  is  recog- 
nised by  law  as  a midwife,  shall  be  liable  on  summary 
conviction  to  a fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds. 

(2)  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  one  thousand  nine 

hundred  and  ten,  no  woman  shall  habitually  and  for 

gain  attend  women  in  childbirth  otherwise  than  under 
the  direction  of  a qualified  medical  practitioner  unless 
she  be  certified  under  this  Act  ; any  woman  so  acting 
without  being  certified  under  this  Act  shall  be  liable  on 
summary  conviction  to  a fine  not  exceeding  ten  pounds, 
provided  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  legally  qualified 
medical  practitioners,  or  to  any  one  rendering  assistance 
in  a case  of  emergency. 

(3)  No  woman  shall  be  certified  under  this  Act  until  she  has 

complied  with  the  rules  and  regulations  to  be  laid  down 
in  pursuance  of  this  Act. 

(4)  No  woman  certified  under  this  Act  shall  employ  an  uncerti- 

fied person  as  her  substitute. 

(5)  The  Certificate  under  this  Act  shall  not  confer  upon  any 

woman  any  right  or  title  to  be  registered  under  the 
Medical  Acts  or  to  assume  any  name,  title,  or  designa- 
tion implying  that  she  is  by  law  recognised  as  a medical 
practitioner,  or  that  she  is  authorised  to  grant  any 
medical  certificate,  or  any  certificate  of  death  or  of  still- 
birth, or  to  undertake  the  charge  of  cases  of  abnor- 
mality or  disease  in  connection  with  parturition. 
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2 —  Any  woman  who,  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  this  Act 
coming  into  operation,  claims  to  be  certified  under  this  Act, 
shall  be  so  certified  provided  she  holds  a certificate  in  mid- 
wifery from  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Ireland,  or 
from  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London,  or  the  Coombe 
Lying-in  Hospital  and  Guinness’s  Dispensary,  or  the 
Rotunda  Hospital  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  Lying-in  Women 
of  Dublin,  opsueh  other  certificate  as  may  be  approved  by  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board,  or  produces  evidence,  satisfactory 
to  the  Board,  that  at  the  passing  of  this  Act,  she  had  been  for 
at  least  one  year  in  bona  fide  practice  as  a midwife,  and  that 
she  bears  a good  character. 

3 —  On  the  passing  of  this  Act  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council 
shall  take  steps  to  secure  the  formation  of  a Central  Midwives 
Board,  which  shall  consist  of — 

(1)  Four  registered  medical  practitioners,  one  to  be  appointed 

by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London,  one  by 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  one  by  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  and  one  by  the  Incorporated 
Midwives’  Institute  and 

(2)  Two  persons  (one  of  whom  shall  be  a woman)  to  be  ap- 

pointed for  terms  of  three  years  by  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council  ; and 

(3)  One  person  to  Ire  appointed  for  a term  of  three  years  by 

the  Association  of  County  Councils,  one  person  to  be 
appointed  for  a term  of  three  years  by  the  Queen  Victoria’s 
Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  and  one  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  a term  of  three  years  by  the  Royal  British 
Nurses’  Association. 

After  two  years  from  the  commencement  of  this  Act,  the 
members  appointed  under  subsection  (1)  shall  retire,  but  shall  be 
eligible  for  re-appointment  annually.  Any  vacancy  occurring  by 
resignation  or  death  shall  be  filled  up  in  the  ease  of  a member 
appointed  under  subsections  (1)  and  (3)  by  the  body  which  ap- 
pointed such  person,  and  in  the  case  of  a member  appointed  under 
subsection  (2)  by  the  Lord  President  of  the  Council  ; members 
appointed  under  subsection  (2)  2nd  (3)  shall,  on  the  termination 
of  the  period  for  which  they  have  been  appointed,  be  eligible  for 
re-appointment  for  a like  period. 


The  duties  and  powers  of  the  Board  shall  be  as  follows  : — 

I.  To  frame  rules — 

(a)  regulating  their  own  proceedings  ; 

(b)  regulating  the  issue  of  eertiiicates  and  the  conditions 

of  admission  to  the  roll  of  Midwives  ; 

('■)  regulating  the  course  of  training  and  the  conduct  of 
examinations,  and  the  remuneration  of  the  examiners  ; 
(</)  regulating  the  admission  to  the  roll  of  women  already 
in  prcatice  as  midwives  at  the  passing  of  this  Act  ; 

(e)  regulating,  supervising,  and  restricting  within  due 
limits  the  practice  of  midwives  ; 

(/)  deciding  the  conditions  under  which  midwives  may  be 
suspended  from  practice  ; 

(g)  defining  the  particulars  required  to  be  given  in  any 
notice  under  section  ten  of  this  Act  ; 

II.  To  appoint  examiners  ; 

III.  To  decide  upon  the  places  where,  and  the  times  when 

examinations  shall  be  held  ; 

IV.  To  publish  annually  a roll  of  midwives  who  have  been 

duly  certified  under  this  Act  ; 

V.  To  decide  upon  the  removal  from  the  roll  of  the  name 
of  any  midwife  for  disobeying  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions from  time  to  time  laid  down  under  this  Act 
by  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  or  for  other  mis- 
conduct, and  also  to  decide  upon  the  restoration  to 
the  roll  of  the  name  of  any  midwife  so  removed  ; 

VI.  To  issue  and  cancel  certificates. 

And  generally  to  do  any  other  act  or  duty  which  may  be 
necessary  for  the  due  and  proper  carrying  out  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Act. 

Rules  framed  under  this  section  shall  be  valid  only  if  ap- 
proved by  the  Privy  Council  ; and  the  Privy  Council,  before 
approving  any  such  rules,  shall  take  into  consideration  any  repre- 
sentations which  the  General  Medical  Council  may  make  with 
respect  thereto. 

4 — Any  woman  thinking  herself  aggrieved  by  any  decision  of  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board  removing  her  name  from  the  roll  of 
midwives  may  appeal  therefrom  to  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
within  three  months  after  the  notification  of  such  decision  to 
her  ; but  no  further  appeal  shall  be  allowed. 
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5 —  There  shall  be  payable  by  every  woman  presenting  herself  for 
examination  or  certificate  such  fee  as  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Privy  Council,  from  time 
to  time  determine,  such  fee  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one  guinea. 
All  such  fees  paid  by  midwives  in  practice  at  the  passing  of 
the  Act  and  by  candidates  for  examination  shall  be  paid  to 
the  Central  Midwives’  Board.  The  said  Board  shall  devote  such 
fees  to  the  payment  of  expenses  connected  with  the  examina- 
tion and  certificate,  and  to  the  general  expenses  of  the  Board. 
The  Board  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December  in  each  year,  publish  a financial  statement 
made  up  to  that  date,  and  showing  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture, including  liabilities  of  the  Board  during  the  year,  which 
statement  shall  be  certified  as  correct  by  an  accountant  who 
shall-be  a member  either  of  the  Institute  of  Chartered  Accoun- 
tants or  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Accountants.  The  Board 
shall  submit  a copy  of  such  statement  to  the  Privy  Council, 
and  if  the  statement  shows  any  balance  against  the  Board  and 
such  balance  is  approved  by  the  Privy  Council,  the  Board  may 
apportion  such  balance  between  the  Councils  of  the  several 
counties  and  county  boroughs  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
midwives  who  have  given  notice  during  the  year  of  their  inten- 
tion to  practice  in  those  areas  respectively,  and  may  recover 
from  the  councils  the  sum  so  apportioned. 

6—  There  shall  be  a roll  of  mid  wives  containing — 

(1)  The  names  of  those  midwives  who  have  been  certified 

under  section  two  of  this  Act. 

(2)  The  names  of  all  other  midwives  who  have  been  certified 

under  this  Act. 

The  entry  on  the  roll  shall  in  every  case  indicate  the  con- 
ditions in  virtue  of  which  the  certificate  was  granted. 

7 —  The  Central  Midwives’  Board  shall,  with  the  previous  sanction 
of  the  Privy  Council,  appoint  a secretary  and  such  officers  as 
may  be  required,  and  every  person  so  appointed  shall  be  paid 
such  salary  as  the  Privy  Council  may  approve,  and  shall  be 
removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Board.  The  Secretary  shall 
be  charged  with  the  custody  of  the  roll. 

A copy  of  the  roll  of  midwives  purporting  to  be  printed 
by  the  authority  of  the  Board  or  to  be  signed  by  the  secretary 
to  the  Board,  shall  be  evidence  in  all  courts  that  the  women 
therein  specified  are  certified  under  this  Act  ; and  the  absence 
of  the  name  of  any  woman  from  such  copy  shall  be  evidence, 
until  the  contrary  be  made  to  appear,  that  such  woman  is  not 


28 


certified  under  this  Act  : Provided  always,  that  in  the  case  of 
any  woman  whose  name  does  not  appear  in  such  copy,  a certi- 
ficate under  the  hand  of  the  secretary  of  t he  entry  of  the  name 
of  such  woman  on  the  roll  shall  he  evidence  that  such  woman 
is  certified  under  this  Act. 

8 — Every  council  of  a county  or  county  borough  throughout 
England  and  Wales  shall,  on  the  commencement  of  this  Act, 
be  the  local  supervising  authority  over  midwives  within  the 
area  of  the  said  county  or  county  borough.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  local  supervising  authority — 

(r)  To  exercise  general  supervision  over  all  midwives  prac- 
tising within  their  area  in  accordance  with  the  rules  to 
be  laid  down  under  this  Act. 

(2)  To  investigate  charges  of  malpractice,  negligence,  or  mis- 

conduct, on  the  part  of  any  midwife  practising  within 
their  area,  and  should  a prima  facie  case  be  established, 
to  report  the  same  to  the  Central  Midwives’  Board. 

(3)  To  suspend  any  midwife  from  practice,  in  accordance  with 

the  rules  under  this  Act,  if  such  suspension  appears 
necessary  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

(4)  To  report  at  once  to  the  said  Board  the  name  of  any  mid- 

wife practising  in  their  area  convicted  of  an  offence. 

(5)  During  the  month  of  January  of  each  year  to  supply  the 

secretary  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  with  the  names 
and  addresses  of  al!  midwives  who,  during  the  preceding 
year,  have  notified  their  intention  to  practice  within 
their  area,  and  to  keep  a current  copy  of  the  roll  of  mid- 
wives, accessible  at  all  reasonable  times  for  public  in- 
spection. 

(6)  To  report  at  once  to  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  the 

death  of  any  midwife  or  any  change  in  the  name  or 
address  of  any  midwife  in  their  area,  so  that  the  neces- 
sary alteration  may  be  made  in  the  roll. 

(7)  To  give  due  notice  of  the  effect  of  the  Act,  so  far  as  practi- 

cable, to  persons  using  the  title  of  midwife. 

The  local  supervising  authority  may  delegate,  with  or  with- 
out any  restrictions  or  conditions  as  they  may  think  fit,  any  powers 
or  duties  conferred  or  imposed  upon  them  by  or  in  pursuance  of 
this  Act,  to  a committee  appointed  by  them,  and  consisting  either 
wholly  or  partly  of  members  of  the  council,  and  the  provision  of 
subsections  one  and  two  of  section  eighty-two  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1888,  shall  apply  to  every  committee  appointed  under 
this  section,  and  to  every  council  appointing  the  same,  and  women 
shall  be  eligible  to  serve  on  any  such  committees. 
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q — A county  council  may  delegate,  with  or  without  any  restric- 
tions or  conditions  as  they  may  think  fit,  any  powers  or  duties 
conferred  or  imposed  upon  them  by  or  in  pursuance  of  this  Act, 
to  any  district  council  within  the  area  of  the  county,  and  the 
powers  and  duties  so  delegated  may  be  exercised  by  a com- 
mittee appointed  by  such  district  council  and  consisting  either 
wholly  or  partly  of  members  of  the  district  council,  and  women 
shall  be  eligible  to  serve  on  any  such  committee,.  Any  ex- 
penses incurred  by  a district  council  in  the  execution  of  any 
powers  or  duties  so  delegated  shall,  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing such  sum  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  County  Council,  be 
repaid  to  such  district  council  as  a debt  by  the  county 
council,  and  any  excess  above  the  sum  so  prescribed  shall  be 
borne  by  the  district  council  as  part  of  their  ordinary  expenses. 
The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  apply  to  the  administra- 
tive county  of  London  in  like  manner  as  if  each  metropolitan 
borough  were  a county  district,  and  the  borough  council  were 
the  district  council  of  that  district. 

io — Every  woman  certified  under  this  Act  shall,  before  holding 
herself  out  as  a practising  midwife  or  commencing  to  practise 
as  a midwife  in  any  area,  give  notice  in  writing  of  her  intention 
so  to  do  to  the  local  supervising  authority,  or  to  the  bod3r  to 
whom  for  the  time  being  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  local 
supervising  authority  shall  have  been  delegated  under  this 
Act,  and  shall  give  a like  notice  in  the  month  of  January  in 
every  year  thereafter  during  which  she  continues  to  practice 
in  such  area. 

Such  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  local  supervising  autho- 
rity of  the  area  within  which  such  woman  usually  resides  or 
carries  on  her  practice,  and  the  like  notice  shall  be  given  to 
every  other  local  supervising  authority  or  delegated  body 
within  whose  area  such  woman  at  any  time  practises  or  acts 
as  a midwife,  within  forty-eight  hours  at  the  latest  after  she 
commences  so  to  practise  or  act. 

Every  such  notice  shall  contain  such  particulars  as  may 
be  required  by  the  rules  under  this  Act  to  secure  the  identi- 
fication of  the  person  giving  it  ; and  if  any  woman  omits  to 
give  the  said  notices  or  any  of  them,  or  knowingly  or  wilfully 
makes  or  causes  or  procures  any  other  person  to  make  any 
false  statement  in  any  such  notice  she  shall  on  summary 
conviction  be  liable  to  a fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds. 


11 —  Any  woman  who  procures  or  attempts  to  procure  a certificate 
under  this  Act  by  making  or  producing,  or  causing  to  be  made 
or  produced,  any  false  and  fraudulent  declaration,  certificate, 
or  representation,  either  in  writing  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a misdemeanour,  and  shall  on  conviction  thereof 
be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 

12—  Any  person  wilfully  making  or  causing  to  be  made  any 
falsification  in  any  matter  relating  to  the  roll  of  midwives 
shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanour,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be 
imprisoned  with  or  without  hard  labour  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  twelve  months. 

13—  Any  offences  under  this  Act  punishable  on  summary  convic- 
tion may  be  prosecuted  by  the  local  supervising  authority. 

'l'he  expenses  of  any  such  prosecution  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  council  of  the  county  or  county  borough  in  which  the 
prosecution  takes  place. 

14—  Where  any  woman  deems  herself  aggrieved  by  any  deter- 
mination of  any  court  of  summary  jurisdiction  under  this 
Act,  such  woman  may  appeal  therefrom  to  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions. 

15—  Any  expenses  under  this  Act  payable  by  the  council  of  a 
county  or  county  borough  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  county 
fund  or  out  of  the  borough  fund  or  borough  rate,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

16 —  Nothing  in  this  Act  respecting  midwives  shall  apply  to 
legally  qualified  medical  practitioners. 

17 —  This  Act  shall  not  extend  to  Scotland  or  Ireland. 

The  General  Medical  Council  shall  act  by  the  English 
Branch  Council  which  for  all  purposes  of  this  Act  shall  occupy 
the  place  of  the  General  Medical  Council. 

18 —  111  this  Act — 

The  term  “ midwife  ” means  a woman  who  is  certified  under 
this  Act  unless  the  context  otherwise  requires. 

“ Central  Midwives'  Board  ’’  means  the  Board  consti- 
tuted under  this  Act  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

iq  'phis  Act  mav  be  cited  as  the  Midwives’  Act.  iq02.  It  shall, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  by  this  Act,  come  into 
operation  on  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  three. 
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RROMYARI)  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

CENSUS  RETURNS. 


Sub-districts  and 
Parishes. 

\rea 

in 

\cres. 

1 nhabited 

1 1<  >uses. 

P<  ipulation. 

Persons  per 
house. 

1 891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1 901 

BROMYARD  

18132 

398 

408 

1859 

1911 

4.7 

4.7 

Bredenhury  

852 

19 

21 

110 

119 

5 . 7 

5 . 7 

Felton  

1151 

16 

14 

85 

69 

5.3 

4.9 

Grendon  Bishop  

1 698 

29 

27 

137 

128 

4.7 

4.7 

Little  Cowarne  

693 

35 

36 

160 

151 

4 . 6 

4.2 

More  ton  Jewries  

70S 

«) 

<) 

43 

40 

4.8 

4.4 

Pencombe  

4764 

62 

58 

290 

3< )( > 

4.7 

5.2 

S oke  Baev  

2584 

73 

70 

321 

340 

4.4 

4.5 

1 llimrswick  

1665 

58 

60 

273 

281 

4.7 

4.7 

W acton  

1217 

21 

23 

1 10 

111 

5 . 2 

4.8 

Winslow  

3100 

76 

84 

331 ) 

372 

4.3 

4.4 

BISHOPS  FROME  

21945 

786 

761 

3460 

3461 

4.4 

4 . 5 

Acton  Beauchamp  

1 544 

42 

44 

216 

218 

5.1 

5 . 0 

Avenbury  

2912 

71 

68 

306 

334 

4.3 

4.9 

Bishops  Frome  

3983 

173 

161 

718 

707 

4.2 

4.4 

Oradley  

5782 

278 

278 

1 189 

1 194 

4.3 

4.3 

Eveshah  h 

975 

12 

10 

54 

53 

4.5 

5.3 

M nch  ( ’owarne  

3330 

111 

96 

495 

487 

4.5 

5.1 

Ocle  Pychard  

1905 

54 

60 

289 

295 

5.4 

4.5 

Stanford  Bishop  

1514 

45 

38 

193 

173 

4.3 

4 . 6 

BROOK  HAMPTON  .... 

20668 

644 

621 

2894 

2872 

4.5 

4 . 6 

Brock  hampton  

1596 

18 

26 

72 

108 

4.0 

4.2 

('ollitmton  

1000 

25 

24 

121 

114 

4.8 

4.8 

Ei  Ivin  1 .i  riel  i 

533 

7 

7 

48 

37 

6 . 9 

5.3 

Edviti  Ralph  

1 228 

2o 

20 

100 

110 

5.0 

5 . 5 

Hampton  (diaries  

481 

17 

16 

81 

79 

4.8 

4.9 

Linton*  

2331 

92 

89 

132 

470 

4.7 

5 . 3 

Norton  

1 734 

102 

98 

492 

426 

4.8 

4.3 

Salt marsh  

129 

1 

1 

17 

3 

17.0 

3 . t) 

Tedstone  1 )elamere  

1692 

41 

39 

203 

180 

5.0 

4.6 

Tedstone  Wafer  

687 

18 

18 

83 

79 

4.6 

4.4 

Thornlniry  

2399 

43 

44 

193 

210 

4.5 

4.8 

Upper  Sapey  

2171 

00 

62 

*266 

286 

4.0 

4.6 

\\  hitbourne  

310  1 

172 

1 5(  > 

008 

605 

4.1 

4.3 

Wolferlow  

1 583 

*22 

21 

1 18 

1 ( )5 

5.4 

5.0 

lit  HAL  DISTRICT  .... 

610  15 

1 828 

1790 

8213 

8244 

4 . 5 

4.6 

* The  population  of  the  Workhouse,  .'>7  in  18UI  and  88  in  1901,  is  included. 
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BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water). 

Population  (census) 

Population  (Midsummer) 

Inhabited  Houses  (census) 

Persons  per  house 

Rateable  Value  25th  March  . . 

A penny  rate  produces  

Xo.  of  parishes  

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1.000 
Corrected  for  sex  and  age 


1891. 

1901. 

1903. 

— . . 

60,969  . . 

60,969 

8,213  . . 

8,244 

8,246  . . 

8,254 

1,828  . . 

4-5  •• 

1,790  . . 

4-6  •• 

£64,866 

£64,484 

— . . 

— . . 

£181 

— . . 

32  •• 

32 

16.3  •• 

12.2  . . 

15.2 

14.1  .. 

10.6  . . 

13.2 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Bromyard,  which  entirely  surrounds 
the  Bromyard  Urban  District,  is  situated  in  the  north-eastern  side 
of  the  county.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Worces- 
tershire, on  the  south  by  the  Ledbury  Rural  District,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Hereford  and  Leominster  Rural  Districts.  The 
district  is  a hilly  one.  On  the  eastern  side  Wliitbourne  is  200ft. 
above  sea  level,  while  Tedstone  Wafer  is  669ft.,  and  the  Ridgeway 
650ft.  Bishops  Frome,  in  the  south,  is  262ft.  I11  the  west, 

Bredenbury  is  755ft.,  and  Hegdon  Hill  (the  highest  point  in  the 
district)  is  829ft.  Brockhampton,  about  the  middle,  is  700ft.,  and 
the  Wall  Hills,  in  the  north,  rise  to  a height  of  738ft. 

The  district  is  well  watered  with  streams  from  the  hills,  which 
empty  into  the  rivers  Lodon  in  the  west,  Frome  in  the  middle  of 
the  district,  and  a tributary  of  the  'feme  in  the  east.  All  these 
rivers  flow  from  north  to  south. 

Geologically  the  district  is  chiefly  Old  Red  Sandstone. 
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The  subsoil  is  for  the  most  part  of  clay  or  marl ; in  the  parishes 
of  Avenbury,  Edvin  Loach,  and  Whitbourne  of  sand,  and  in 
Whitbourne  and  the  northern  portion  of  Much  Cowarne  of  gravel. 

There  are  within  the  district  32  parishes,  all  of  which  are  in 
the  county  of  Hereford,  in  the  Bromyard  Poor-law  Union  and 
Bromyard  registration  district,  but  the  Poor-law  Union  and 
registration  district  include  the  Bromyard  Urban  District,  and  are 
not  therefore  co-terminous  with  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 
The  population  in  the  32  parishes  at  the  census  of  1901  varied 
from  3 in  Saltmarshe  to  1.194  'u  Cradley.  In  7 parishes  there 
were  less  than  100  persons  (see  p.  32).  There  are  collections  of 
houses  into  villages  at  Bishops  Frome,  Cradley,  Stoke  Lacy, 
Whitbourne,  and  Pencombe  ; elsewhere  houses  are  scattered. 

There  are  53  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  128  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Bromyard  Bural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  principally  agricultural.  Hops  and  fruit 
are  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding  of  Hereford- 
shire cattle.  Quarries  are  worked  in  the  parishes  of  Cradley, 
Norton,  and  Winslow.  There  are  brickworks  in  the  parishes  of 
Linton,  Hampton  Charles,  Much  Cowarne,  and  Stanford  Bishop. 
There  are  corn  mills  in  the  parishes  of  Acton  Beauchamp,  Aven- 
bury, Bishops  Frome,  Cradley,  Linton,  Little  Cowarne,  Much 
Cowarne,  Stoke  Lacy,  Tedstone  Delamere,  Thornbury,  Wacton, 
Whitbourne,  and  Winslow. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  Bromyard  Urban  District  was  formed  from  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  Sanitary  District  on  January  1st,  1S95.  H includes 
the  parish  of  Bromyard  and  a portion  of  the  parish  of  Winslow 
(L.  O.  B.  Order  November  17th.  1894).  The  population  of  the 
Urban  District  in  1901  was  1,663. 

The  parish  of  Lower  Sapey  was  transferred  from  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  District  to  Martley  Rural  District  from  January  1st, 
t8c)5  (L-  G.  B.  Order,  November  2nd,  1894). 

A portion  of  Cradley  parish  was  transferred  from  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  District  to  the  Malvern  Urban  District  from  March 
31st,  1 .S ( ) 7 . (Malvern  Link  (Extension  and  Water)  Act,  1S96). 

The  parish  of  Stoke  Bliss,  which  was  transferred  from  the 
Ten  bury  Rural  District  to  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  on 
January  1st,  1895,  was  re-transferred  to  the  Tenbury  district  on 
September  30th,  1897. 

The  parish  of  Acton  Beauchamp  was  united  to  the  Bromyard 
Rural  District  on  January  1st,  1895. 
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POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Bromyard  Rural  .Sanitary  District  at 
the  census  of  1891  was  10,5(12,  and  of  the  Rural  District  as  it  is  now 
constituted,  the  population  was  8,213.  The  alterations  in  area 
indicated  above  account  for  the  difference.  The  population  of 
the  Rural  District  at  the  census  of  1901  was  8,244.  Although 
there  was  during  the  ten  years  an  increase  of  only  31  persons,  a 
reference  to  the  census  returns  (see  p.  32),  will  show  that  there 
was  an  increase  of  population  during  that  period  in  14  of  the  32 
parishes  amounting  to  247  persons,  while  in  10  parishes  there  were 
in  the  aggregate  41  more  houses  occupied  in  1901  than  there  were 
in  1891.  The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1903,  upon 
which  the  figures  in  this  report  are  based,  is  8,254-  It  will  be 
noticed  that  in  Table  1 on  page  47  in  col.  2,  there  appears  to  be  no 
regularity  in  the  estimated  increase  or  decrease  in  the  populations 
for  the  ten  years  1893 — 1902.  These  figures  are  not,  however, 
given  haphazard,  but  are  the  result  of  careful  inquiries  and  in- 
vestigations in  various  quarters. 

BIRTHS. 

No.  193.  Rate  per  1,000,  23.3. 

There  were  193  births  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  during  1903,  of  which  number  93  were  boys  and  100  girls, 
equal  to  a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  23.3.  This  rate  is  1.2  per  1,000 
above  that  recorded  in  1902  and  3.8  per  1,000  below  the  average 
rate  of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England 
during  1902  was  27.3  per  1,000. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years. 

1903. 

1893 — 1902. 

Bromyard  

..  25.4 

27.9 

Bishops  Frome  

..  21.4 

25.0 

Brockhampton  

. . 24.4 

26.7 

illegitimate 

BIRTHS. 

During  1903  there  were  registered  in  the  Bromyard  rural 
district  15  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  7.7  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births  or  to  1.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Bromyard  sub-district  10.2  -per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegiti- 
mate, in  Bishops  Frome  6.7  per  cent.,  and  in  Brockhampton 
7.1  per  cent.  There  are  certain  fallacies  connected  with  this 
method  of  stating  the  amount  of  illegitimacy  which  will  be 
found  mentioned  on  page  5. 
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At  the  census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Bromyard  rural  district 
884  unmarried  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years.  The 
proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these  women  was  thus 
16.9,  compared  with  19.6  her  1,000  in  1902  and  with  12.9  per 
1,000  in  the  six  combined  districts  in  1903. 

DEATHS. 

No.  126.  Rate  per  1,000,  15.2. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  during  1903  was  124,  of  which  62  were  males  and  62 
females.  Included  in  this  number  were  two  inmates  of  the  Work- 
house,  whose  usual  place  of  residence  was  in  the  Bromyard  Urban 
District.  Three  residents  of  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  died 
during  the  year  in  the  County  Asylum  and  one  in  the  County 
Hospital,  Hereford.  After  making,  therefore,  these  necessary 
adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  District  was  12b  (63  males  and  (13  females),  equal  to 
a death-rate  of  15.2  per  i.ooo.  This  rate  is  2.4  per  1,000  below 
that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  1.2  per  1,000  below  the  average 
death-rate  of  the  previous  ten  years.  (.See  Table  1,  p.  47). 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  three  parishes  having 
a population  of  203  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1903  : — 
Bredenbury,  Hampton  Charles,  and  Saltmarshe. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 

Average  ot 


10  years. 

I9°3  • 

1893 — 1902 

Bromvard  

lb. 6 

16.3 

Bishops  Frome  

13.9 

17-3 

Brockhampton  

■ • ib-3 

15.0 

Bromyard  Rural  District 

. . 15.2 

16.4 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

I11  the  six  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  ol  more 


400  persons,  the 

death-rates 

per  1,000  were  ; 

s follows  : - 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

Cradley 

• • 13-4 

12.5 

ib.7 

Bishops  Frome 

..  14. 1 

18.3 

1(1.9 

Much  Cowarne 

20. b 

18.5 

b.l 

Norton 

14.0 

1(1.4 

18.7 

Whitbourne 

6.0 

19. b 

21.0 

Linton 

. . 6.3 

14.(1 

10. () 

The  death-rate  in 

rural  England  during  1903  was  14.8  per  1,0 
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Although  too  much  importance  must  not  be  attached  to  a high 
death-rate  in  a single  year  in  a district  with  a population  of  less 
than  10,000  persons,  we  may  profitably  enquire  whether  there  is 
any  undue  preponderance  of  deaths  at  any  particular  group  of 
ages  or  from  one  or  more  diseases.  Table  A enables  us  to  find 
that  63  per  cent,  ot  the  deaths  took  place  at  the  extremes  of  life 
— under  one  year  and  over  (>5  years  of  age.  In  1902  this  percentage 
was  50. 

Corrected  Death-rate. — The  death-rate  among  females 
is  lower  than  it  is  among  males,  and  it  is  also  lower  at  ages  between 
5 years  and  55  years  than  it  is  below  or  above  these  periods,  and 
as  the  proportion  of  females  to  males  and  of  persons  living  at 
different  age-periods  varies  in  different  localities,  it  is  obviously 
necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are  to  compare  with 
accuracy  the  death-rates  in  two  or  more  districts.  I11  England 
and  Wales  the  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  as  484  to  516,  but 
in  he  Bromyard  rural  district  the  ratio  is  reversed,  and  there  are 
514  males  to  486  females,  the  preponderance  of  males  in  Bromyard 
favouring  a high  death-rate.  With  respect  to  age  distribution  in 
England  and  Wales,  of  every  1,000  persons  living,  113  are  under 
5 years  and  106  are  over  55  years,  but  in  Bromyard  rural  district 
of  every  1,000  persons  113  are  under  5 and  164  over  55  years, 
and  although  the  small  proportion  of  children  in  Bromyard 
favours  a low  death-rate,  the  much  higher  proportion  of  elderly 
persons  (164  to  106)  is  in  favour  of  a high  rate.  I11  order  to  make 
a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country  I have  worked  out 
the  factor  of  correction  for  Bromyard  rural  district,  and  the  death- 
rate  thus  corrected  was  in  1903,  13.2  per  1.000,  compared  with  a 
rate  of  15.4  per  1,000  in  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected 
average  death-rate  in  the  previous  ten  years  in  Bromyard  rural 
district  was  14.2  per  1,000. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  1903  more  than  half  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths  were  due  to  the  following  six  diseases 


1901 

1902 

1903 

Tubercular  diseases 

..  17  .. 

9 deaths 

Cancer  . . 

5 

9 . . 

El  „ 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

10 

. . 18  . . 

23  „ 

Iniluenza  

4 . . 

1 

Heart  disease  

3 

. . 18  . . 

10  ,, 

Apoplexy  

5 

11 

11 

33 

77 

67 

All  causes  

. . 146 

126 
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Table  A. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  at  death  during  1903  in 
various  groups  for  the  Bromyard  Rural  District,  the  registration 
sub-districts,  and  the  six  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 
1 year 

1 to 
5. 

5 to 
15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
45. 

45  to 
65. 

<’>5  ti 
75. 

75  tolOver 
85.  85. 

Rural  District 

. . 126 

24 

3 

4 

4 

11 

25 

26 

21 

8 

Sub-Districts 

Bromyard 

• • 3i 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

7 

7 

9 

2 

Bishops  I'rome 

. . 48 

if) 

1 

4 

3 

4 

7 

7 

2 

4 

Brockhampton 

• • 47 

5 

1 

0 

1 

5 

11 

12 

10 

2 

Parishes  : 

Bishops  Erome 

12 

4 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 

I 

1 

Cradle}’  . . 

20 

6 

1 

1 

0 

3 

3 

5 

0 

1 

Linton 

• • -15 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

() 

Much  Cowarne 

O 

j 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

I 

0 

Norton 

. . 8 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

Whitbourne  . 

• • L5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

2 

5 

0 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

4 per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  124  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District 
in  1903  there  were  112  certified  by  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners. 7 by  the  Coroner,  and  5 were  uncertified.  Given  as  per- 
centages ol  the  total  deaths  9°-3  P^r  cent,  were  certilied  by 
medical  practitioners,  3.7  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  4.0  per 
cent,  were  uncertified.  The  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  is 
high.  The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case 
of  the  live  uncertified  deaths  was 

Bronchitis. 

Heart  disease. 

Senile  decay. 

Convulsions. 

I ’n  know  n. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
io  years. 

1903.  1893 — 1902. 

Bromyard  Rural  District 124  . . 102 

Rural  England  118 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  during  1903  there  were 
born  193  children,  and  24  children  died  under  twelve  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  124  per  1,000  births. 
This  number  was  above  the  average  (102)  for  the  previous  ten 
years.  I11  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  Average  of 


1903. 


10  years. 
1893—1902. 
98 

131 

89 


Bromyard  61 

Bishops  Frome  216 

Brockhampton  71 

The  24  children  under  12  months  old  who  lived  in  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  District  during  1903  were  certified  as  having  died  from 
the  following  causes  : — Marasmus  (2),  Premature  birth  (4), 
Bronchitis,  Spina  bifida,  Gastric  catarrh,  Asthenia,  Dentition  (2), 
Whooping  Cough  (4),  Enteritis  (2),  Tubercular  disease,  Convulsions, 
Pyaemia  (2),  Suppurating  naevus,  and  an  unknown  cause. 


ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES.  Average  of 

10  years. 
1903.  1893—1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.75  . . 0.59 

,,  ,,  Rural  England  . . . . 1.08 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  ‘ ‘ principal  zymotic  diseases.  ’ ’ 


No.  of  cases.  No. 

of  deaths 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

Measles 

* 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

..  ..  4 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

* 

5 

Diphtheria 

..  ..  4 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

0 

Diarrhoea 

* 

0 

* Not  notifiable. 
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Small-pox  was  not  present  in  the  district  during  1903. 

MEASLES  was  prevalent  in  Ocle  Pychard  and  Much  Cowarne 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Scarlet  P'ever. — There  were  notified  during  the  year  4 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  from  three  houses  in  three  different  parishes. 
One  case  was  notified  in  April,  and  three  in  July.  At  no  time 
during  the  year  was  the  disease  epidemic.  One  patient  was  re- 
moved to  the  Hospital. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  early  in  the  year  at  Cradley 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  Whitbourne  and  Grendon  Bishop 
parishes. 

Diphtheria. — Four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  from 
three  houses  in  two  parishes. 

Typhoid  Fever. — One  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  notified 
during  1903.  The  disease  was  contracted  outside  the  district. 

DiarrhCEa. — No  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  diarrhoea. 


Influenza. — One  death  was  registered  as  due  to  this  disease 
in  1903. 

Puerperal  Fever.—  There  was  one  case  of  puerperal  fever 
notified  during  1903.  The  patient  recovered. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  eight  non-fatal  cases  of  erysipelas 
in  five  different  parishes. 

ILLEGITIMATE  I )EATHS. 

There  was  one  death  among  illegitimate  children  under 
twelve  months  old  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  during  1903, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  66  per  1,000  illegitimate 
births  compared  with  129  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births 
and  deaths. 


PHTHISIS. 


Average  of 


10  years. 

1903.  1893—1902 

Death-rate  per  1,000 60  . . .90 

The  five  deaths  from  Consumption  occurred  among  residents 
in  the  following  parishes: — Cradley,  Linton,  Bishops  Frome, 
Tedstoue  I )elamere,  and  Winslow.  One  was  a male  and  four 
were  females.  Their  ages  at  death  ranged  from  18  to  48  years. 
One  inmate  ol  the  Workhouse  died  from  the  disease 

The  District  Council  decided  to  distribute  within  the  district 
500  “ Prevention  of  Consumption  ” cards,  a copy  of  which  will 
be  found  on  p.  11.  Some  general  observations  upon  this  disease 
will  be  found  on  page  10. 
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CANCER. 

Average  of 
five  years, 

i()03-  1898 — 1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 1.95  ..  .80 

The  13  deaths  from  Cancer — five  males  and  8 females  occurred 
among  residents  in  the  parishes  of  Cradlev  (2),  Winslow,  Pen- 
eombe  (3),  Much  Cowarne,  Felton,  Avenbury,  Upper  ,Sapey, 
Whitbourne,  and  Tedstone  Delamere.  There  was  one  death 
irom  this  disease  in  the  Hereford  Hospital  of  a resident  of  I’en- 
combe.  The  ages  at  death  ranged  from  33  to  78  years. 


Table  B. 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

X* 

00 

lO 

X 

X 

H 

h- 

X 

, X 

X 

00 

r-H 

r— 1 

T— 1 

'M 

(M 

co  - 
>05 2 
X rH 

tH 

CO 

05 

rH 

Smallpox 

3 

0 

0 

0 

I 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

Measles  

1 

3 

9 

3 

0 

i 

1 

1 

2 

0 

14 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

i 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  .. 
Diphtheria  and 

0 

6 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

0 

13 

5 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

10 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

i 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Influenza  

0 

{) 

!l 

0 

2 

13 

() 

13 

0 

1 

47 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

2 

o 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

f) 

0 

Erysipelas  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Phthisis  

14 

13 

8 

5 

10 

2 

3 

7 

8 

11 

81 

6 

Cancer  

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 

5 

7 

7 

5 

9 

*33 

13 

Pleurisy,  &c 

35 

38 

2 9 

20 

15 

1 1 

12 

10 

10 

1!) 

10!) 

23 

Heart  Diseases  ..  . . 

24  ; 

23 

2!) 

1!) 

*8 

12 

10 

3 

18 

168 

10 

Accidents 

8 

10 

7 

2 

0 

3 

13 

13 

2 

»> 

70 

3 

* Total  for  5 years  only. 
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Table  C. 
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Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

Small. pox 

c n 

Qj 

Wi 

Cl 

QJ 

5! 

Scarlet 

Fever 

be 

• S ^ 

Cl’&C 1 

0 0 

2 o 
O 

£ 

c3 

O) 

Typhus 

Fever 

O Qj 

*3.  & 

H 

f 1 

T.  § 

§ 

Total 

1875 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

2 

0 

7 

i ID 

1875 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

*- 

* 

1877 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

II 

2 

4 

1878 

(1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

i 

(> 

1879 

0 

II 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

i 

3 

1880 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

111 

1881 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

12 

18S2 

0 

0 

2 

i 

4 

1 

0 

1 

9 

1883 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

(1 

1884 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

5 

1885 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

" 

<* 

2 

4 

1 88(1 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

.1 

0 

i 

7 | 

1887 

0 

0 

1 

(l 

it 

1) 

0 

i 

2 

1 888 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

1 

1889 

0 

(> 

(1 

0 

1) 

0 

1 

i 

8 

1890 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

II 

0 

4 

1891 

1) 

(1 

1 

0 

1) 

0 

II 

(1 

1 

1892 

{) 

0 

(1 

0 

0 

0 

II 

II 

1) 

1893 

3 

1 

0 

II 

1 

0 

1 

1 

7 

1894 

0 

3 

1 

G 

1 

(1 

0 

u 

11 

1895 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1) 

4 

189(1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

7 

1897 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1) 

0 

0 

2 

1898 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

I) 

o 

II 

4 

1899 

0 

II 

1 

1) 

2 

1) 

0 

1 

4 

1900 

0 

l 

1 

2 

ii 

II 

(1 

(1 

4 

1901 

0 

‘> 

1 

3 

i 

1) 

0 

2 

9 

1902 

0 

II 

0 

0 

0 

1) 

1) 

1) 

II 

1903- 

o 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

* Information,  not  available. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

There  were  treated  in  the  Hospital  during  1903  four  scarlet 
fever  and  one  diphtheria  patients.  The  number  of  patients 
treated  in  previous  years  was 

1897 —  10  eases. 

1898—  5 

1899— 10 

1900—  5 

1901—  7 

1902—  5 

From  the  rural  district  there  was  removed  one  scarlet  fever 
patient  ; from  the  urban  district  there  were  removed  three  scarlet 
fever  and  one  diphtheria  patients. 

The  cost  of  the  Joint  Hospital  in  the  past  two  years  was  as 


follows  : — 

Year  ending  March  31st 1901  1902  1903 

Repayment  of  loans  and  interest  £104  . . £103  . . £102 

Current  expenses  £94  . . £91  . . £103 


A description  of  the  Hospital  will  be  found  011  p.  60  of  my 
report  for  1901,  and  a plan  on  p.  53  of  this  report. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  December  18th,  1897,  a resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Bromyard  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  defining  a 1 ‘ reasonable 
distance  ” within  which  water  should  be  provided  in  the  case  of 
new  houses  as  200  yards.  I am  informed  that  it  has  been  the 
practice  of  the  Council  to  consider  500  yards  as  a ‘ ‘ reasonable 
distance  ” as  regards  old  houses,  but  I have  been  unable  to  find 
any  resolution  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  the  matter.  There 
is  nowhere  in  the  district  any  combined  system  of  water  supply. 
The  majority  of  cottages  have  no  water  on  the  premises,  but  rely 
upon  springs  or  dip  wells,  in  some  cases  300  or  400  yards  distant. 
There  is  a noticeable  absence  of  pumps  in  the  district.  A fair 
number  of  cottages  are  provided  with  rain  water  tanks.  New 
houses  erected  during  the  last  few  years  are  provided  with  pump 
wells  on  the  premises,  and  in  three  instances  at  least  water  is 
brought  to  the  houses  in  service  pipes  from  springs. 

More  extended  observations  on  water  supplies  will  be  found  on 


P-  15- 


DRAINAGE. 


The  larger  residential  houses  in  the  district  are  provided 
with  water  closets,  the  drainage  from  which  empties  into  cesspools 
or  on  to  the  adjoining  land.  Most  of  the  farm  houses  and  cottages 
have  privy  closets.  Earth  closets  and  pail  closets  are  not  at  all 
commonly  used. 
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At  the  \\  orkhouse  the  drainage  is  conveyed  to  a septic  tank, 
and  over  bacteria  contact  beds,  of  which  there  are  three  ; the 
effluent  discharges  into  a ditch. 

There  is  no  general  system  of  drainage  in  the  district,  and 
far  too  many  houses  have  drains  discharging  slop  water  into  road- 
side ditches,  where  it  lies  stagnant  until  a storm  washes  it  away. 
On  page  12  will  be  found  described  a cheap  and  ready  method 
of  converting  privy  closets  to  earth  closets. 

HOUSING. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4.6.  No  houses  were  certified  by  me  during  1903  as  un- 
inhabitable under  sec.  30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act.  1890. 

The  general  remarks  upon  p.  ib  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
houses,  and  of  the  defects  usually  found  apply  fully  to  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  District. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the  In- 
fectious Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted  by  the 
District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the  urban 
powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  has  not  made  any  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 

Private  scavenging. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers. 

Tents  and  vans. 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  M1EKSHOPS. 

There  are  110  Regulations  in  force  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1S85. 
In  the  year  1899  public  notice  was  given  of  the  necessity  for 
registration.  Copies  ol  tile  Order  were  printed  and  distributed. 

The  number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1903  was  live.  They  are  situated  in  the  parishes  ol  Cradley 
(2),  Norton  (1),  and  Winslow  (2). 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  five  slaughter-houses  in  the  diistrict,  situated  in 
the  parishes  <4  Ode  Pychard,  Stoke  Eicy,  Bishops  hrome,  and 
Cradley  (2).  There  are  110  Bye  laws  in  force  with  respect  to 
slaughter-houses.  They  are  all  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District.  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  this  class  of  house  were  made 
by  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  on  May  1st,  1876. 
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BAKEHOUSEvS. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  parishes  of  Bishops  Erome 
(3),  Cradley,  and  Hampton  Charles. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  17  public  elementary  schools  in  16  parishes,  with 
an  aggregate  accommodation  for  1.77b  pupils.  At  the  1901  census 
there  were  1,61 1 children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  14  years. 
The  schools  at  Acton  Beauchamp,  Avenbury,  Bredenbury  and 
Brockhampton  were  formerly  managed  by  School  Boards  and  are 
now  “ provided  schools.” 

CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  periods  indicated, 
and  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  diseases  named  : — 

Cradley,  February  ibth  to  March  16th  - Whooping  Cough. 

Ocle  Pychard,  November  2nd  to  November  23rd — Measles. 
Whitbourne,  November  nth  to  December  31st — Whooping  Cough 

SAN  I T A R V I NS  PECTO  R . 

Mr.  Thomas  Barrs  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
in  the  year  1875.  He  is  re-appointed  yearly,  and  receives  a salary 
of  £52  per  annum,  one-half  of  which  is  paid  by  the  County  Council. 
He  pays  out  of  his  salary  all  incidental  and  travelling  expenses 
(including  the  cost  of  a horse),  except  stamps  and  stationery. 
He  holds  no  other  appointment  under  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  Council,  but  is  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Cases  inquired  into 11 

Patients  removed  to  hospital 2 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 4 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing.  &c.,  disinfected 4 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure o 

Schools  disinfected 1 

HOUSES. 

Erected  1 

Made  fit  for  habitation o 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation o 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed 3 

Overcrowding  abated  1 

Workshop  whitewashed 1 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

Wells  closed  

.Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis.  . 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 


Laid  or  relaid 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated 

Defective  waste-pipes  reectilied 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 
Dumb  wells  rectified  


1 

o 

0 
3 

2 
2 
0 

1 

0 


WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  3 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns 0 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided  0 

Converted  to  earth  closets  1 

Converted  into  pail  closets 0 

Repaired t 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 3 


Removals  of  offensive  refuse 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 
On  register  


Cleansed  and  repaired 6 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  and  inspected 6 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  0 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  23 

Notices  served  1 

Notices  complied  with 1 

Notices  outstanding  0 

THOMAS  BARRS, 

January  19th,  1904.  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Remarks.  There  have  been  very  few  infectious  cases  during 
the  year,  and  no  outbreak  amongst  the  hop-pickers. 

The  Slaughter-houses  and  Schools  were  visited  regularly  and 
generally  found  very  clean  ; it  would  be  a decided  improvement 
though  if  some  of  the  school  privies  were  emptied  oftener. 

The  question  of  an  efficient  water  supply  for  16  houses  at  Mun- 
derfield  is  still  in  abeyance,  but  as  regards  the  Little  Cowarne 
water  supply  something  is  being  done  in  the  matter  by  the  land- 
lords, and  probably  before  long  some  of  the  houses  will  have  a supply. 
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Table  1.  (Local  Government  Board). 

BROMYARD  RURAL.  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  ok  Whole  District  during  1903 
and  Previous  Years. 
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1893.. 

10341 

301 

29  T 

29 

96 

163 

15  7 

20 

0 

5 

168 

16  2 

1894.. 

10346 

309 

298 

37 

119 

180 

173 

10 

0 

3 

183 

17  6 

1895  X 

8763 

281 

j 32  0 

31 

110 

166 

189 

21 

!t 

2 

159 

181 

1896.. 

8765 

270 

i 307 

23 

86 

131 

14  9 

17 

5 

4 

1 30 

14.8 

1897.. 

8233 

229 

27.8 

25 

108 

147 

178 

15 

o 

3 

148 

17  9 

1898.. 

8235 

218 

264 

25 

114 

130 

15  7 

15 

4 

6 

132 

160 

1899.. 

8240 

223 

270 

22 

98 

141 

17  1 

2f) 

7 

3 

137 

16  6 

1900.. 

8243 

197 

23  8 

16 

81 

120 

14  5 

10 

2 

7 

125 

15  1 

1901.. 

8246 

194 

23  5 

18 

92 

107 

128 

29 

7 

i 

101 

12  2 

1902.. 

8250 

183 

22  1 

19 

104 

148 

179 

1!) 

4 

2 

146 

17  6 

Averages 
for  years 
1893-1902 

8766 

240 

27  1 

24 

102 

140 

10.3 

18 

4 

4 

143 

164 

1903 

8254 

193 

23*3 

24 

124 

124 

15*0 

19 

2 

4 

12b 

15-2 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

+ Alteration  of  area  by  formation  of  Bromyard  Urban  District  on  1st  January,  1895. 

Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district  The  deaths  included  in 
Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in 
Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term 
“Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

f The  “Public  Institutions”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are 
the  Workhouse  and  Isolation  Hospital  within  the  district  (Cols.  9 and  lit),  and  the 
County  Asylum,  Hereford  Hospital,  and  Bromyard  Hospital  beyond  the  district  (Col  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  district. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  8,24-1 ) p ■ 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ~~ 

(exclusive  of  area  , 60,969  Number  of  inhabited  houses  1,790  - 

covered  by  water).  ) I w 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ..  -1  (i  I - 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Hoard). 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  ok  Registration  Sub-districts  in  1903 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 


Names  of 
Localties. 

Bromyard 

Sub-District 

Bishops  Frome 
Sub-district. 

Brockhampton 

Sub-district. 

Yeah. 

• is  © 

CO  T?  .J 

-3  £ 

GO 

tc 

© . 
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"5 

« r/ 

0) 
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— «*f 
"2 

<L> 

G 

© 

^ © 

CT 

0) 

• 0 

27  ^ 

JH  H >1 
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op 

i 

5b 

© — : 

CO  Z. 

— © 

— i 

% 

£ 

© 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 

mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

GO 

"5b 
© — : 

£ u 

£ 

o3 

-t-i 

* CO 

j2  u 

aj 

© 

G 

Deaths  under 

1 year 

a 

b 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

u 

b 

c 

d 

is:  ill 

3405 

101 

55 

7 

379(> 

117 

07 

10 

3080 

83 

40 

0 

1894 

347!) 

101 

59 

10 

3793 

122 

84 

15 

3074 

84 

40 

13 

IS!  (5 

1871 

81 

29 

8 

4008 

115 

09 

14 

2884 

87 

01 

8 

18!  Hi 

1878 

40 

23 

3 

4005 

139 

04 

10 

2882 

91 

43 

3 

181)7 

1885 

<;o 

30 

5 

3408 

89 

G5 

14 

2880 

80 

47 

0 

181)8 

1892 

44 

34 

7 

3405 

90 

48 

9 

2878 

84 

50 

9 

1 81)1) 

1899 

45 

35 

3 

3405 

103 

01 

12 

2876 

75 

41 

7 

11)00 

1900 

50 

29 

5 

3403 

71 

50 

9 

2874 

70 

40 

2 

11)01 

1913 

40 

23 

(’> 

3401 

88 

52 

0 

2872 

00 

20 

5 

11)02 

1920 

45 

37 

2 

3400 

70 

(>3 

1 

2870 

G‘2 

4(5 

9 

Averages 
for  years 
181)3  to  1 002 

2181 

01 
*27  9 

*1(V5 

(i 

f<)8 

3038 

91 

*253) 

*17*3 

12 
f 1 3 1 

2917 

78 

*20‘7 

44 

*15’0 

7 

+89 

1903 

1928 

49 

*25*4 

31 

*lb  b 

!61 

3458 

74 

*21-4 

48 

*13  9 

10 

f21b 

2868 

70 

*24-4 

47 

*16*3 

5 

+71 

Notes. — 

(1)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  registration  sub- 

districts. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are 

included  in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents 
registered  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(II)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without 
the  district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according  to  tho  ad- 
dresses of  the  deceased. 

(4)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  equal  the 
corresponding  totals  for  tho  whole  districts  in  Tables  I.  and  IV.  : thus, 
the  totals  of  sub-columns  a,  b and  e agree  with  tho  figures  for  the  year  in 
the  columns  2,  I!  and  12  respectively  of  Table  I.  ; the  gross  total  of  the 
sub-column  c agrees  with  the  total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  the 
gross  total  of  sub-column  d with  the  total  of  column  3 in  Table  IV. 

* Rato  por  1000  persons  living. 

•|-  Rato  per  1000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate. 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board). 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  year  1903. 
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Notes — The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

U.  I he  Bromyard  Joint  (U.  and  R.)  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Brockhampton  Registration  Sub-District. 


Table  IV.  (extended).  Local  Government  Board. 

' BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1903 
Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents 
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All  causes  126 
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B ROM  YARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


WORKSHOPS. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I 
have  made  a Register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the 
Bromyard  Urban  District. 

No  special  action  was  taken  by  the  District  Council  during 
1903  with  regard  to  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops. 


Parish. 

Bootmaker. 

Blacksmith 

c 

11 

— 

| 

J2 

O 

~ 

z 

z 

0 

z 

z 

c 7: 

/ 

<£ 

Machinist 

s, 

If 

© 

a> 

1 ^ 

Acton  Beauchamp 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

1 

1 

;i 

Avenbury  

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

II 

1 

1 

5 

Colling-ton  

It 

1 

II 

0 

1 

0 

0 

II 

0 

41 

2 

Cowarne-Little  . . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

(} 

0 

1) 

II 

(1 

1 

0 

Cowarne-Much  . . 

0 

1 

1 

0 

:$ 

1 1 

II 

(1 

1 

*) 

8 

Cradley  

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

11 

II 

(1 

(1 

2 

9 

Edvin  Ralph 

0 

1 

n 

0 

0 

(i 

(1 

0 

0 

(i 

1 

Frome-Bishop  . . . . j 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

(1 

1 

1 

1 

Grendon  Bishop  . . 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

(i 

(1 

1) 

II 

1 

:t 

Hampton  Charles 

1) 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 1 

<1 

0 

2 

Linton  

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

(1 

(1 

1 

(> 

Norton  

0 

1 1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

<1 

(1 

(1 

0 

1 

Ocle  Pychard 

1 

1 

() 

0 

2 

0 

0 

(1 

0 

0 

4 

Pencombe  

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

(1 

1 

3 

SHnford  Bishop  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1) 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Stoke  Lacy 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

1) 

1 

0 

2 

4 

Tedstone  Delamere  ..  , 

{) 

1 

1 

0 

1 

(1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Thornbury 1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

{) 

(1 

{) 

0 

1 

Ullingswick 

0 

1 

(1 

0 

0 

{) 

1) 

1) 

(1 

1 

2 

Upper  Sapey  ..  . . 1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

() 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Whitbourne 

2 

1 

0 

I) 

1 1 

1) 

0 

0 

t 

5 

Wolferlow  

1) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

{) 

0 

0 

—0 

1 

1 

Total  - - - 

8 

24 

7 

4 

13 

1 

1 

l 

4 

17 

80 

53 
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OORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Census  Returns. 


Sub-districts  and 
Parishes. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population. 

Persons 
per  house. 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

M V1)LEY 

19906 

587 

2504 

2381 

4 

3 

4 

9 

Kingstone 

2026 

93 

90 

309 

347 

3 

9 

3 

8 

Madley  

5358 

170 

161 

767 

685 

4 

5 

4 

2 

Petercluirch 

5164 

141 

136 

537 

590 

3 

8 

4 

3 

St,  Margaret 

2609 

01 

60 

237 

213 

3 

8 

3 

5 

Thruxton 

428 

12 

13 

59 

07 

4 

9 

5 

i 

Tiberton 

1126 

28 

28 

126 

151 

4 

5 

5 

3 

Turnastone 

539 

10 

10 

58 

58 

5 

8 

5 

8 

V owchurch 

2710 

72 

08 

311 

280 

4 

3 

4 

1 

KENTCJIURCH 

19048 

534 

512 

2474 

2382 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Abbeydore* 

5503 

78 

78 

480 

456 

0 

t 

5 

5 

Ewyas  Harold 

1853 

124 

113 

507 

476 

4 

0 

4 

•j 

Kenderchurch 

840 

12 

12 

62 

09 

5 

1 

5 

7 

Kentchurch 

3353 

68 

04 

346 

319 

5 

0 

5 

0 

Kilpeck 

2109 

48 

47 

213 

197 

4 

4 

4 

1 

( )rcop 

2465 

113 

109 

474 

461 

4 

1 

4 

2 

St.  1 leveraux  

1102 

43 

46 

104 

171 

3 

8 

3 

7 

Treville  

1025 

33 

28 

142 

150 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Wormbridge 

732 

15 

15 

86 

83 

5 

1 

5 

7 

CI.ODOCK 

28443 

485 

477 

2074 

1979 

4 

» 2 

4 

i 

Pact  on 

1178 

24 

25 

117 

148 

4 

8 

5 

9 

Craswall 

5179 

60 

57 

272 

225 

4 

5 

3 

9 

hulas 

809 

14 

13 

83 

79 

5 

9 

6 

1 1 

I.lancillo 

1080 

12 

12 

()0 

66 

5 

0 

5 

5 

Llanveynoe  

4010 

43 

40 

191 

187 

i 

4 

i 

o 

l.ongtown  

0200 

151 

1 19 

610 

558 

3 

9 

3 

s 

Michaelclnirch  Kscley  . 

4586 

73 

76 

2 so 

299 

3 

8 

3 

9 

Newton  

175  1 

48 

43 

17  1 

1 1 1 

3 

6 

•) 

5 

Rowlstone 

1 Mi  7 

27 

23 

1 .'16 

119 

5 

0 

5 

1 

Walterstone 

1 25  I 

30 

33 

1)9 

124 

. > 

3 

A 

i 

RURAL  DISTRICT  . . . 

68057 

1600 

1 555 

7112 

0742 

4 

4 

4 

.*> 

*The  population  of  the  Workhouse  99  anil  86  in  1901  is  included. 


DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


55 


DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1891. 

1901. 

1903. 

Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

— . 

. 68,749 

. . 68.749 

Population  (census)  

7TI 2 . 

6,742 

,,  (Midsummer) 

— 

• 6,738 

6,664 

Inhabited  Houses  (census)  . . 

1,606  . 

P555 

— 

Persons  per  House  

4-4  • 

4-3 

— 

Rateable  Value  (25th  March) 

£.73,73 2 . 

• £68,858 

• • £71,808 

A penny  rate  produces 

— . 

. 

£228 

No.  of  parishes  

— 

26 

26 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000  . . 

21.5  . 

I5-i 

15.6 

Corrected  for  sex  and  age 

18.6  . 

13.1 

13-5 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Dore  is  situated  in  the  south-western 
corner  of  the  country,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Hay 
and  Weobley  Rural  Districts,  on  the  east  by  the  Hereford  and 
Ross  Rural  Districts,  on  the  south  by  Monmouthshire,  and  on 
the  west  by  Monmouthshire.  The  Black  Mountains  form  the 
boundary  of  the  district  on  the  western  side,  and  rise  to  a height 
of  2,306ft.  There  is  a range  of  hills  on  the  eastern  side  running 
from  north  to  south-east.  Orcop  hill  in  the  west  is  958ft.  high, 
Pontrilas  at  the  foot  of  Orcop  hill  is  250ft.,  and  Madley,  in  the 
north-east,  is  254ft.  above  sea-level. 

The  district  is  well  watered,  streams  from  the  surrounding 
hills  emptying  into  the  rivers  Monnow  and  Dore.  The  Monnow, 
which  rises  in  the  north-west,  Hows  due  south  to  the  boundary 
of  the  Dore  district,  and  then  in  a north-easterly  direction,  form- 
ing the  southern  boundary.  The  river  Dore  llows  along  the 
Golden  Valley,  through  the  centre  of  the  district  from  north  to 
south. 

Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone.  Garway  hill 
and  Stockley  hill  are  of  Cornstone  formation. 
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In  a large  portion  of  the  district  there  is  a sandy  subsoil,  though 
in  a lew  parishes,  noticeably  in  Kenderchurcli,  St.  Devereux, 
\ ovvehureh,  and  \\  alterstone  there  is  a subsoil  of  marl  and  clay. 

There  are  within  the  1 tore  Rural  District  26  parishes,  all  of 
which  are  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  in  the  I lore  Poor-law  Union, 
and  in  the  Hereford  Registration  district,  but  the  Poor-law  Union 
and  Registration  district  include  the  parishes  of  Grosmont  and 
Llaugna  in  the  Abergavenny  Rural  District  of  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth, and  are  not  co-terminous  with  the  Dore  Rural  District. 
The  population  in  the  26  parishes  of  the  Dore  Rural  District  at 
the  census  of  1901  varied  from  40  in  Turnastone  to  685  in  Madley. 
I11  five  parishes  there  were  less  than  100  inhabitants  (see  p.  54). 
There  are  collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Peterchurch.  Ewyas 
Harold,  Kentehurch  (Pontrilas),  Longtown,  Kingstone,  and 
Madley  ; elsewhere  the  houses  are  more  or  less  scattered. 

There  are  41  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  188  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Dore  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  exclusively  agricultural.  Hops 
are  cultivated  011  the  eastern  border,  and  apples  are  extensively 
grown  throughout  the  district.  There  is  also  breeding  of  Here- 
fordshire cattle.  At  Pontrilas,  in  the  parish  of  Kentehurch,  there 
are  small  chemical  works,  and  there  are  quarries  in  the  parishes 
of  Peterchurch,  Kentehurch,  Orcop,  Tyberton,  Abbeydore,  Bacton, 
Rowlstone,  Elancillo,  Eongtown,  Llanveynoe,  Crasswall,  and 
Newtown.  There  are  brick  works  in  Kentehurch  and  in  St. 
Devereux.  In  the  parish  of  Vowchureh  there  is  also  a large  steam 
Hour  mill,  and  there  are  corn  mills  in  the  parishes  of  Abbeydore, 
Crasswall,  Kilpeck,  Kingstone,  Longtown.  Madley,  Miehael- 
church,  Peterchurch,  Rowlstone,  Vowchureh,  and  Wormbridge. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  parishes  of  Grosmont  and  Llangua,  in  the  county  of 
Monmouthshire,  were  transferred  from  lire  Dore  Rural  Sanitary 
District  to  the  Abergavenny  Rural  District  on  January  1st,  1805. 
(L.G.B.  Order,  November  12th,  i8<)4.)  These  two  parishes  are 
still  included  in  the  Dore  Poor-Law  Union  and  in  the  Kentehurch 
Registration  sub-district  of  the  Herefordshire  Registration  District. 

'Pile  parish  of  Orcop,  which  had  always  been  included  in  the 
Dore  Poor  Law  Union  and  in  the  Kentehurch  Registration  sub- 
district  of  the  Hereford  Registration  district,  was  transferred  for 
highway  and  sanitary  purposes  only  from  the  Ross  Highway 
district  and  the  Ross  Rural  Sanitary  District  to  the  Dore  Rural 
District  on  January  1st,  1895. 
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POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Dore  Rural  District  as  at  present 
constituted  was  in  1891 — 7.112,  but  in  estimating  the  population 
for  the  succeeding  years  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  into  account 
the  alteration  in  area  indicated  above.  The  population  at  the 
1901  census  was  6,742.  Although  in  the  whole  district  there  was 
a decrease  in  the  ten  years  of  370  persons,  there  was  an  aggregate 
increase  in  ten  of  the  26  parishes  of  18b  persons  (see  p.  54).  The 
estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1903,  and  upon  which  the 
figures  in  this  report  are  based,  is  6,664 


BIRTHS. 

No.  181.  Rate  per  1,000,  27.1. 

There  were  181  births  registered  in  the  Dore  Rural  District 
during  1903,  of  which  89  were  boys  and  92  girls,  equal  to  a birth 
rate  per  1,000  of  27.1.  This  rate  is  .2  per  1,000  below  that  re- 
corded in  1902  and  1.4  per  1,000  above  the  average  rate  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England  during  1902 
was  27.3  per  1,000. 

I11  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 


Average  of 
10  years, 

1903.  1893-1902 

Madley  22.6  ..  25.3 

Clodock  22.5  . . 24.8 

Kentchurch  35.6  ••  2O.0 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

During  1903  there  were  registered  in  the  Dore  Rural  District 
12  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  6.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  births, 
or  to  1.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the  Madley  sub- 
district 9.4  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate,  in  Clodock 
4.5  per  cent.,  and  in  Kentchurch  5.9  per  cent.  There  are  certain 
fallacies  connected  with  this  method  of  stating  the  amount  of 
illegitimacy,  which  will  be  found  mentioned  on  p.  5.  At  the 
census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Dore  Rural  District  7(7  unmarried 
women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years.  The  proportion  of 
illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these  women  was  thus  15.6,  com- 
pared with  13.0  per  1,000  in  1902,  and  with  12.9  per  1,000  in  the 
six  combined  rural  districts  in  1903. 
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DEATHS. 

No.  104.  Rate  per  1,000,  15.6. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Dole  Rural  District 
during  1903  was  100,  of  which  58  were  males  and  42  females.  One 
resident  in  the  Dore  Rural  District  died  during  the  year  in  the 
County  Asylum  and  five  in  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital, 
while  two  persons  died  in  the  Abbeydore  Workhouse  who  were 
not  residents  of  the  Rural  District.  After  making,  therefore, 
these  necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among  residents 
in  the  Dore  Rural  1 district  was  104  (61  males  and  43  females), 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  15.6  per  1,000.  This  rate  is  .2  per  1,000 
above  that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  1.3  per  1,000  below  the  average 
death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years.  (>See  Table  1,  p.  54). 

One  or  more  deaths  occurred  during  1903  in  each  of  the  26 
parishes. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1903. 

1893—1902. 

Madley  

16.2 

18.0 

Clodock  

..  ..  15.8 

16.9 

Kentchurch  

14.8 

15-7 

Dore  Rural  District 

..  ..  15.1. 

16.9 

There  was  very  little  sickness  ol  any  kind  in  the  Dore  Rural 
District  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1903.  The  returns  of 
the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  ol  the  Dore  l nion  show  only  12 
new  cases  of  sickness  from  the  middle  of  February  to  the  middle 
of  September,  a period  of  six  months,  and  in  12  consecutive  weeks 
from  June  to  .September  not  a single  new  case  was  reported. 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  six  parishes,  each  ol  which  has  a population  ol  more 
than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1.000  were  as  iollows 


1901 . 


1902. 


Abbeydore 

10.9  . . ( > . b 

Ewyas  Harold  

8.3  ..  23.4 

bongtown  

21.5  . . 27.0 

Madley  

1O.5  ..  19.1 

Orcop 

19.5  ..  6.5 

l’eterchurch  

8.4  ..  22.0 

The  death-rate  in  rural  England 

during  1903  was 

1903. 

11 . 1 
12.7 

18.1 
18. 1 
21-3 
ib.b 
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Table  A. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Dore  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub-districts,  and 
the  six  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages 

Un  rlr 
lyear 

1 to 
0 

1 ! 

5 tol5to  25to 
15  25  | 45 

45  55 

to(55  to75 

75 
to  8 5 

Over 

85 

Dore 

104 

10 

7 

I 

7 

7 

24 

20 

24 

4 

Sub-Districts  : 

Madley 

38 

0 

3 

I 

3 

2 

9 

11 

9 

0 

Clodock 

31 

3 

3 

0 

1 

2 

6 

4 

8 

4 

Kentchurch 

35 

7 

1 

0 

3 

3 

9 

5 

7 

0 

Parishes  : 

Abbeydore 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Ewyas  Harold  . . 

6 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Longtown  . . 

10 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

1 

Madley 

12 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

6 

3 

1 

0 

Orcop 

10 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

Peterchurch 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

5 

2 

0 

Corrected  Death-rate. — The  death-rate  among  males  is  higher 
than  it  is  among  females,  and  it  is  also  higher  at  ages  below  live  years 
and  above  55  years  than  it  is  in  the  intervening  periods  and  as  the 
proportion  of  males  to  females  and  the  proportion  of  persons  living  at 
different  age-periods  varies  in  different  localities  it  is  obviously 
necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  in  order  to  accurately  compare 
the  death-rates  of  tvvoor  more  districts.  In  the  Dore  Rural  District, 
of  every  1,000  persons  living  502  are  males  and  498  females,  but 
in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the  proportion  is  484  males 
to  516  females.  Again,  with  respect  to  age  distribution,  in  Dore  of 
every  1,000  persons  107  are  under  five  years  of  age  and  i(>4  are 
over  55  years;  while  in  England  and  Wales  of  every  1,000  persons 
1 13  are  under  live  years  and  10b  are  over  53  years.  The  smaller 
proportion  of  children  in  Dore  (107  to  113)  is  favourable  to  a low 
death-rate,  but  the  very  large  proportion  of  elderly  persons  (i(>4 
to  10b),  and  the  larger  proportion  of  males  (502  to  484)  favours 


DORK  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


60 


a high  death-rate.  In  order  to  make  a true  comparison  with  the 
rest  ol  the  country  I have  worked  out  the  factor  of  correction  for 
the  1 >ore  District,  and  the  death-rate  from  all  causes  in  1903  thus 
corrected  was  13-2  per  1,000.  In  England  and  Wales  the 
death-rate  during  the  same  period  was  15.4  per  1.000.  The 
corrected  average  death-rate  in  the  previous  ten  years  in  Dore 
was  14.6  per  1,000. 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

11  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  100  deaths  registered  in  the  Dore  Rural  District  in 
1903  there  were  86  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
three  by  the  Coroner,  and  11  were  uncertified.  Given  as  per- 
centages of  the  total  deaths  86  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical 
practitioners,  three  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  11  per  cent, 
were  uncertified.  The  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  is  high. 
The  cause  of  deaths  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case  of  the 
uncertified  deaths  was 

Bronchitis 
Heart  failure  (3) 

Cerebral  Hoemorrhage. 

Fatty  degeneration  of  heart 
Old  age 
Convulsions  (2) 

Rheumatism 
Premature  birth 

Illegitimate  Deaths.  — There  were  uo  deaths  among 
illegitimate  children  under  twelve  months  old  in  the  Dore  Rural 
District  during  1903. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years, 

1903.  1893-1902. 

Dore  Rural  District  55  I0- 

Rural  England  118 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  ol  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Dore  Rural  District  during  1903  there  were  born 
iKj  children,  and  10  children  died  under  twelve  months  old.  Ihe 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  55  per  1,000  births. 
This  number  was  below  the  average  (102)  lor  the  previous  ten 
years.  Although  in  previous  years  the  infantile  mortality  rate  in 
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Madley  registration  sub-district  has  been  high,  in  1903  there  was 
not  a single  death  registered  of  a child  under  12  months  old.  In 
the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was 

Average  of 
10  years. 


1903. 

1893-1902. 

Madlev  

0 

129 

Clodoek  

67 

8() 

Kentcliurch 

83 

()o 

The  ten  children  under 

12  months  old  who  died 

in  the  Dore 

Rural  District  during  1903  were  certified  as  having  died  from  the 
following  causes  Influenza  (2),  Accident.  Premature  Birth 
Debility  (3),  and  Convulsions(3). 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 


Average  ol 
10  years. 
1003.  1893-1902. 

Number  of  deaths  3 . . 28 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.48  . . o 42 

,,  ,,  Rural  England  1.08 


The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “principal  zymotic  diseases.’’ 

No.  of  cases.  No.  of  deaths. 


Small-pox  

0 

Measles  

* 

0 

.Scarlet  Fever 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

* 

2 

Diphtheria  

'? 

() 

Typhoid  Fever 

O 

0 

Diarrhoea  

* 

0 

* Not  notifiable. 


Small-pox  was  not  present  in  any  part  of  the  district  during 
1903. 

Measles. — Measles  was  prevalent  in  Wormbridge  parish  in 
February  and  March,  in  Orcop  parish  in  May  and  June,  and  in 
Vowchurch  and  Kingstone  in  December. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Sixteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported 
during  May  and  July  from  five  houses  in  five  parishes.  At  no 
time  was  the  disease  epidemic.  All  the  cases  were  treated  at 
home.  One  patient  died. 
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Diphtheria. — Two  non-fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred 
during  the  year,  one  in  February  the  other  in  May,  in  separate 
parishes. 

Typhoid  Fever. — In  1901  there  were  live  non-fatal  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  reported  ; in  1902  and  1903  there  were  no  cases 
reported. 

DiarrhCEa. — There  were  no  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
diarrhoea  during  1903. 

Influenza.  -There  were  four  deaths  from  influenza  during 
1903,  two  in  January  and  May  in  Kilpeck,  one  in  March  in  Orcop. 
and  one  in  the  Abbeydore  Workhouse  in  August.  There  were 
isolated  non-fatal  cases  in  Orcop,  Kilpeck,  and  Madley  during 
January  and  February,  and  in  Idangua  in  October. 

Puerperal  Fever.— There  was  one  non-fatal  case  of  puerperal 
fever  in  January  in  the  parish  of  Bwyas  Harold. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  cases  of  whooping  cough 
in  Kwvas  Harold,  Rowlstone,  and  Madley  during  November.  A 
fatal  case  occurred  in  each  of  the  two  last  named  parishes. 

Erysipelas. — Twelve  isolated  cases  of  erysipelas  were 
notified  from  Ewyas  Harold,  Eongtown,  Orleton.  Peterchurch, 
Pontrilas,  Rowlstone,  and  the  Abbeydore  Workhouse.  There 


were  no  deaths, 

Phthisis.  Average  of 

1903.  1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  75  . . 1.20 


The  five  deaths  from  consumption  occurred  among  residents 
in  the  following  4 parishes  : — Michaelchurch,  Kingstone,  bong- 
town  (2)  and  Madley.  Three  were  males  and  two  females  : their 
ages  varied  from  21  years  to  32  years. 

The  District  Council  decided  to  distribute  within  the  district 
500  “ Prevention  of  Consumption  ’’cards,  a copy  of  which  will 
be  found  on  page  11. 

Some  general  observations  on  this  disease  will  be  found  on 


p.  10. 

Cancer.  Average  ot 

10  years. 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 1.60  ..  .67 


The  eleven  deaths  from  cancer — six  males  and  five  females — 
occurred  among  residents  in  the  parishes  of  Peterchurch  (2), 
Madley  (3),  St.  Devereux,  Abbeydore  (2),  Bacton,  Craswall,  and 
Hulas.  The  ages  at  death  were  from  32  to  79  years. 


DORK  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


63 


Table  B. 

DO  RE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Actual  Number  ok  Deaths. 


Name  of  1 lisease. 

X 

rH 

X 

rH 

X 

rH 

X 

rH 

D- 

X 

rH 

00 

06 

rH 

X 

rH 

tH 

rH 

CM 

rH 

0 

IWo 

H T in 
tH 

CO  ' 

0 

05 

rH 

Smallpox  

(1 

(1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(l 

0 

0 

<1 

0 

0 

Measles 

t 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•) 

. * 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

n 

1 

(1 

0 

0 

♦ i 

1 

Whooping  Cough . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

11 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

<1 

0 

1 

0 

Influenza  

5 

9 

9 

1 

9 

12 

5 

4 

6 

2 

95 

0 

I liarrhoea  

t 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

0 

1 

1 

u 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

i) 

0 

l 

0 

2 

7 

0 

Phthis'S  

1 

9 

12 

f> 

5 

0 

9 

() 

15 

9 

8d 

5 

Cancer 

s 

9 

Q 

»> 

<; 

i 

5 

2 

4 

1 

47 

11 

Bronchitis.  Pneumonia . 

Pleurisy.  &c- 

22 

19 

13 

o 

10 

8 

10 

s 

12 

1C. 

122 

11 

Heart  Diseases  .. 

19 

20 

8 

4 

1 

8 

3 

7 

13 

15 

98 

19 

Accidents  

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

•’ 

3 

24 

2 

ISOLATION  ACCOMMODATE  )N. 

In  the  year  1898  a corrugated  iron  hospital  was  erected  by 
the  District  Council,  at  a cost  of  £255.  on  land  adjoining  the  Work- 
house  at  Abbeydore.  There  is  accommodation  for  four  patients 
in  two  wards.  Its  proximity  to  the  Workhouse,  where  there  are 
approaching  100  occupants,  renders  it  impossible  to  use  the 
hospital  for  the  district  generally.  Especially  is  this  the  case  as 
regards  small-pox.  It  has  not  been  occupied  since  it  was  erected. 
The  district  may,  therefore,  be  said  to  be  without  proper  isolation 
hospital  accommodation. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  a definite  resolution  of  the  sanitary 
authority  relating  to  a “reasonable  distance’’  within  which 
water  should  lie  supplied  to  houses,  but  there  appears  to  Ire  a 
tradition  that  it  should  be  500  yards  in  the  case  of  old  and  200 
yards  in  the  case  of  new  houses. 

There  are  combined  water  supplies  in  the  parishes  of  Rent- 
church,  Pontrilas,  Peterchurch,  Vowchurch,  and  Michaelchurch. 
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1 he  Pontrilas  supply  is  from  a spring  on  the  hillside  to  a tank 
and  thence  to  pipes  to  nearly  all  the  houses  (25  or  30)  in  the 
village. 

F At  Petcrchurch  all  the  houses  (30  or  40)  are  supplied  through 
galvanised  iron  pipes  from  a brick  tank  immediately  below  a 
spring  on  the  side  of  Stoekley  Hill. 

The  Vowchurch  houses  receive  water  through  a pipe  from  the 
“ he  avenly  well.  Two  houses  in  this  parish  (Shegear)  are  supplied 
with  water  pumped  by  a ram  from  a spring  some  300  yards 
distant. 

In  Michaclchurch  parish  there  are  7 or  8 houses  supplied 
with  water  brought  in  galvanised  iron  pipes  from  a hillside  spring. 

In  the  Walterstone  parish  two  wells  were  sunk  in  the  year 
189b  by  the  District  Council  at  the  cost  of  the  owners  of  houses 
located  on  W alterstone  Common.  They  are  both  deep  wells  and 
the  water  is  good.  Unfortunately,  following  the  custom  of  the 
district  the  sides  ol  the  wells  from  the  ground  level  to  the  rock  were 
dry  steyned  with  loose  bricks,  and  the  well  lining  was  not  carried 
up  above  the  level  of  the  ground.  In  times  of  flood  it  was  possible 
therefore  for  ground  washings  to  get  into  the  wells.  In  my 
Report  for  1901  I advised  that  the  wells  should  be  properly  lined 
and  puddled  behind  the  lining,  which  latter  should  be  carried  above 
the  ground  level.  This  work  has  now  been  carried  out  at  the  upper 
well.  Complaints  were  received  during  1903  of  the  discoloration 
of  the  water  from  the  upper  well,  and  the  iron  pump  which  had 
been  originally  put  in  was  replaced  by  a pump  of  galvanised  iron. 
There  is  now  no  discoloration. 

In  Oreop  parish  there  is  a group  of  8 houses,  including  two 
licensed  houses,  which  are  very  badly  circumstanced  with  regard 
to  water  supplv.  A supply  could  readily  be  obtained  and  piped 
directly  to  each  house  at  less  than  the  maximum  cost  permitted 
by  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  if  the  respective  owners 
could  be  induced  to  effect  a combination. 

Elsewhere  water  is  obtained  from  deep  and  shallow  wells,  dip 
wells  and  springs,  mam  of  the  last  being  on  the  roadside. 

DRAIN  ACE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  a combined  drainage  for  a few  houses  in  the  parishes 
of  Ewvas  Harold,  Madley,  and  Peterchurch.  Elsewhere  slop- 
water  drains  frequently  discharge  into  roadside  ditches  or  from 
farm  houses  on  to  land  or  into  fold  yards.  Large  residential 
houses  have  water  closets,  and  the  drainage  is  usually  discharged 
on  to  land,  with  or  without  the  intervention  of  a cesspool,  or  in 
some  cases  directly  into  a watercourse.  The  drainage  from  the 
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Workhouse,  where  there  are  6 water  closets,  discharges  into  a 
ditch,  and  thence  into  a brook. 

Privy  closets  are  commonly  found  in  connection  with  farm 
houses  or  cottages,  though  there  are  a fair  number  of  earth  closets 
and  pail  closets.  A few  years  ago  the  1 tore  Council  issued  a 
printed  memorandum  with  diagrams  describing  a ready  and  cheap 
method  of  converting  privy  closets  into  pail  or  earth  closets 
(see  p.  12). 

Ewyas  Harold.  The  surface  water  drain  mentioned  in  my 
last  annual  report  (p.  5.3),  was  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the 
District  Council  in  1903  and  the  County  Surveyor  (Mr.  Alfred 
Dryland)  advised  the  Council  as  to  the  practicability  of  extending 
the  outfall  of  the  drain  and  treating  the  discharge  before  it  entered 
the  Dulas  brook.  The  cost  of  carrying  out  the  necessary  work 
appears,  however,  to  have  been  prohibitive. 

Madley.  The  drainage  from  the  Vicarage  has  now  been 
diverted  at  the  joint  cost  of  the  Vicar  and  the  District  Council, 
so  that  there  is  not  so  much  likelihood  of  the  slopwater  drain, 
mentioned  in  my  last  report  (p.  53),  being  offensive. 

Kingstone.  Each  time  I have  visited  the  open  ditch  in  the 
middle  of  the  village  the  outfall  of  the  slopwater  drain  has  been 
dry  and  inoffensive. 

HOUSING. 

There  are  many  houses  in  the  district  well  built  and  cared 
for,  noticeably  in  Kentchurch  (Pontrilas),  where  bricks  from  a 
local  brickworks  have  been  used  in  construction  ; in  Bacton  parish, 
and  in  parts  of  Abbeydore  parish.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
cottages  in  Abbeydore  parish,  on  Ewyas  Harold  Common,  Barrow 
Common  (Kingstone),  and  in  Orcop  parish,  which  are  very  near 
the  borderland  of  habitable  and  uninhabitable  houses.  A fair 
proportion  of  houses  are  half  timbered  and  thatched,  and  are  of 
such  an  age  that  they  require  constant  repair.  The  absence  of 
rainwater  gutters  to  carry  off  the  rain  is  everywhere  very  notice- 
able, and  tends  to  keep  many  houses,  which  in  other  respects 
cannot  be  adversely  criticised,  permanently  damp  and  unhealthy. 

No  houses  were  certified  by  me  as  uninhabitable  under  Sec. 
30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted 
by  the  District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the 
urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 
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The  Council  has  not  made  any  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 
Common  lodging-houses. 

Private  scavenging. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers, 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MIEKSHOPS. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1S85,  were  made  by  the  Dore  Rural  Sanitary  Authority, 
but,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  they  have  never  been 
printed  or  circulated.  No  public  notice  was  given  during  the 
year  of  the  necessity  for  registration. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  three  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in 
the  parishes  of  Ewyas  Harold.  Madley  and  Longtown.  The 
Madley  slaughter-house  is  a very  well  constructed  brick  building 
and  is  well  kept,  that  at  Ewyas  Harold  is  built  of  wood  and  has  a 
fairly  good  brick  floor.  There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with 
respect  to  slaughter-houses. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  it  the  Dore  district, 
and  1 cannot  ascertain  that  any  bye-laws  have  been  made  with 
respect  to  this  class  of  house. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  parishes  of  Longtown, 
Vowchurch,  Abbeydore,  Peterchurch,  Madley,  and  Ewyas 
Harold.  They  are  all  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  16  public  elementary  schools  in  15  parishes, 
having  an  aggregate  accommodation  for  1,751  pupils.  At  the 
census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Dore  district  1,354  children  between 
the  ages  of  4 and  14  years.  Six  schools  were  formerly  managed 
by  School  Boards,  and  are  now  “provided  schools,’  the 
remaining  ten  are  "non-provided  schools.” 

CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  schools  were  classed  during  the  period  indicated  . 

Orcop,  May  19th  to  June  2nd — Measles. 

Wormbridge,  February  17th  to  March  5th—  Measles. 

Crasswall,  May  15th  to  June  19th — Scarlet  fever. 


DORK  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


6 7 


SAN  IT  A R Y I NS  1 5 1 $CT( ) RS. 

There  are  two  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  in  the  I lore  district, 
each  of  whom  also  acts  as  .Surveyor,  and  Mr.  Gwillim  is  Registrar 
of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages. 

Mr.  r.  Gwillim  was  appointed  about  the  year  1875,  and  is 
re-elected  yearly.  He  receives  a salary  of  £ 20  per  annum  as 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  He  pays  his  own  travelling  expenses 
(including  the  keep  of  a horse)  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
except  stamps  and  stationery.  His  district  includes  the  Clodock 
Registration  Sub-district,  and  has  an  area  of  28,443  acres,  and  a 
population  of  about  2,000. 

Mr.  J.  Lewis  was  appointed  in  the  year  1889,  and  controls 
a district  which  includes  the  Registration  Sub-districts  of  Madley 
and  of  Kentchurch,  excluding  the  parishes  of  Grosmont  and 
Llangua  in  the  Abergavenny  Rural  District.  He  receives  a 
salary  of  £40  per  annum,  and  pays  his  own  travelling  expenses 
(including  the  keep  of  a horse)  and  incidental  expenses,  except 
stamps  and  stationery. 

There  was  correspondence  during  1901  between  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  office  of 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  The  Board  was  desirous  of  one  officer 
being  appointed  who  should  be  entirely  employed  as  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  as  the  Council  was  not  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  this  arrangement,  the  Board  did  not  sanction  the  re-appoint- 
ment of  Messrs.  Gwillim  and  Lewis  from  October  1st,  1902.  and 
again  from  October  1st,  1903,  with  the  result  that  the  Council  do 
not  obtain  a moiety  of  the  Inspectors’  salaries  from  the  County 
Council. 
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WORKSHOPS. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  I 
have  made  a Register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the 
Dorc  Rural  District. 

No  special  action  was  taken  by  the  District  Council 
during  1903  with  regard  to  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1 he  following  is  a summary  ol  the  Register  of  Work- 
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Table  I.  (Local.  Government  Board.) 

DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  During  1903  and 

Previous  Years. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  1.4  calculated  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  population 

+ Alteration  of  area  on  January  1st,  1895.  The  parishes  of  Grosmont  and  Llangua 
transferred  to  Abergavenny  Rural  District. 

Note. — 'The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district  The  deaths  included 
in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number 
in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  I 1. 

By  the  term  “ Non  residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  : and  by  the  term 
“ Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

t The  “ Public  I nstitutions”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  the 
Workhouse  within  the  district  (Columns  9 and  10),  and  the  County  Asylum  and 
Hereford  Hospital  beyond  the  district  (Column  11 ). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  District. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres) 

(exclusive  of  area  1-68,749 
covered  by  water).  J 


Total  population  at  all  ages.  . 
Number  of  inhabited  houses. 
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Average  number  of  persons  per  house.. 
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Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board). 
DO  RE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  1903 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Cor  reefed  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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Years 

2443 
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*26-0 
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1893  to  1902 

1903 

2344 

53 
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44 

31 

3 

2360 

84 
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*226 

*16'2 

*22'5 

*15  8 

167 

*35  6 
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Notes. — 

(1)  Tho  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  registration  sub- 

districts. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  ere 

included  in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents 
registered  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(3)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without 

the  district,  are  ullotted  to  the  respective  localities  according  to  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  deceased. 

(4)  Tho  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  equal  the 

corresponding  totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Tables  1.  and  IV.  : thus, 
the  totals  of  sub-columns  a,  b and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the  year  in 
the  columns  2,  3 and  12  respectively  of  Table  I.  : the  gross  total  of  the 
sub-column  c ugrees  with  the  total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.  and  the 
gross  total  of  sub-column  d with  the  total  of  column  3 in  Table  IV. 

* Rate  pier  1000  persons  living, 
f Hate  per  1000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate. 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  year  1903. 
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The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

H.  The  Iron  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Kentchurch  Registration  Sub-district. 


'able  1 Y.  (extended).  Local  Government  Board. 
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Parishes. 

Area 

in 

Acres. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population-. 

Persons  per 
house. 

1801 

1001 

1801 

1901 

1801 

1901 

DKW  CHURCH  

27133 

060 

035 

4526 

4202 

4 

7 

4. 

4 

Aconlmry  

1 <>;»2 

28 

31 

12  1 

1 17 

4 

4 

3. 

7 

Allensmore  

2024 

1 30 

118 

520 

480 

4 

0 

4 

it 

ltolstone  

Ii74 

11 

12 

51 

40 

4 

6 

3 

3 

Callow  

031 

20 

22 

91 

78 

4 

5 

3 

5 

t ’lehonger  

2152 

105 

102 

430 

415 

4 

0 

4 

n 

I>e\\  sail  

003 

9 

9 

54 

47 

6 

0 

5 

2 

1 tinedor  

1664 

53 

50 

270 

225 

5 

0 

4 

5 

Eaton  Bishop  

1660 

83 

74 

360 

286 

4 

3 

3 

7 

Grafton  

1042 

20 

31 

126 

130 

4 

3 

4 

4 

Haywood  

1505 

31 

30 

141 

144 

4 

5 

4 

8 

Holme  Lacy  

3261 

04 

65 

301 

305 

4 

8 

4 

6 

Little  Birch  

1010 

00 

55 

248 

225 

4 

1 

4 

0 

Little  I tewchurch  

1720 

00 

56 

286 

237 

4 

7 

4 

2 

Lower  Bullinghamf  

11O0 

52 

56 

469 

520 

to 

0 

9 

5 

Much  Birch  

1303 

100 

102 

470 

396 

4 

3 

3 

8 

Much  hewchurch  

4021 

110 

122 

585 

548 

5 

0 

4 

4 

FOWNJIOPE  

10885 

030 

020 

4224 

4090 

4 

5 

4 

4 

BartestreeT  

421 

18 

18 

245 

*265 

til 

0 

14 

6 

1 (orniington  

077 

21 

22 

06 

95 

4 

5 

4 

3 

Fownhope  

3524 

180 

180 

820 

787 

4 

8 

4 

1 

Hampton  Bishop  

2072 

65 

00 

340 

343 

5 

2 

5 

0 

Lugwardine  

2110 

107 

174 

735 

700 

4 

4 

4 

1) 

Mordiford  

1515 

120 

112 

482 

443 

3 

7 

3 

0 

Preston  \\  vnne  

874 

30 

32 

118 

144 

3 

0 

4 

5 

Stoke  Edith  

1014 

41 

36 

171 

140 

4 

l 

3 

8 

West  hide  

1240 

37 

34 

150 

148 

4 

.0 

4 

6 

\\  eston  Beggard  

025 

00 

50 

314 

250 

4 

5 

4 

4 

Withington  

2201 

170 

175 

744 

757 

4 

.3 

4 

3 

BUKG.11  ILL*  

21050 

000 

1022 

4673 

4547 

5 

.6 

4 

.4 

Breinton  

1047 

80 

88 

436 

417 

4 

.9 

4 

7 

BurghilC  

3765 

105 

103 

Oil 

871 

4 

.6 

4 

.0 

Credenhill  

1 258 

51 

54 

253 

223 

5 

.0 

4 

1 

1 tinmore  

580 

5 

3 

35 

27 

7 

.0 

9 

(1 

Ilolmer  

1371 

102 

112 

482 

540 

4 

. 7 

4 

6 

Kenchester  

545 

24 

25 

123 

121 

5 

. i 

4 

.0 

Warden  

3005 

173 

187 

784 

818 

4 

. 5 

4 

.3 

Moreton-on  Lugg  

866 

15 

18 

76 

77 

5 

.0 

4 

. 7 

Pipe  and  Lyde  

1040 

40 

45 

231 

188 

4 

. 7 

4 

. i 

Stretton  Sug  was  

1380 

70 

77 

350 

311 

4 

.6 

-1 

.3 

Sutton  

1504 

73 

1 3 

570 

330 

5 

. 1 

4 

. 5 

Wellington  

3060 

144 

147 

613 

615 

4 

.2 

4 

. i 

RURAL  DISTRICT  ... 

05668 

2862 

2877 

1 3853 

13271 

4 

. 1 

4 

. 6 

* The  population  of  thy  Asylum  (430  in  1 S‘> V and  432  in  l'JOl)  is  not  included. 

t There  are  large  Roman  Catholic  Institutions  in  the  parishes  of  Lower 
Rullingham  and  Bartestree, 
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1891. 

1901. 

1903. 

Area  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

— 

65,147  . 

65A47 

Population  (Census) 

I3,«53 

13,271  • 

Population  (Midsummer) 

— 

13,257  • 

i3A4i 

Inhabited  houses  

2,892 

2,877  • 

. 

Persons  per  house  

4.8 

4.6  . 

. 

Rateable  Value  (25th  March). . £1 

26,890 

• £125,283  . 

. £130,122 

A penny  rate  produces  . . 

— 

— 

£416 

No.  of  parishes 

— 

39  • 

39 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000 

21.6 

14.3  . 

14.9 

Corrected  for  sex  and  age 

19.2 

12.7  . 

13.2 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND 

GENF 

RAL  CHAR 

ACTER. 

The  rural  district  of  Hereford  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  the 
county,  and  completely  surrounds  the  city  of  Hereford.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Leominster  rural  district,  on  the 
north-east  by  the  Bromyard  rural  district,  on  llie  south  by  the 
Ross  rural  district,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Dore  and  Weobley 
rural  districts.  The  middle  of  the  district  is  low-lying.  In  the 
north  Dinmore  hill  rises  to  a height  of  943ft.,  in  the  south  Oreop 
hill  to  958ft.,  and  Aconbury  hill  905ft.,  on  the  west  Credenhill  is 
720ft.,  while  011  the  eastern  side  are  Dinedor  595ft.,  Baekbury 
738ft.,  and  Westhide  422ft. 

The  district  is  well  watered.  The  river  Wye  flows  across  from 
east  to  west  in  a very  tortuous  bed,  and  the  rivers  Lugg  and 
Frome  flow  from  north  to  south  until  they  empty  into  the  Wye. 
In  the  low-lying  portions,  following  the  courses  of  the  rivers  are 
alluvial  deposit. 
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Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone.  Credenhill, 
Dinedor,  Dinniore,  and  Callow  hills  are  of  Cornstone  formation, 

The  subsoil  is  gravelly  loam  in  those  parishes  through  which 
the  rivers  flow,  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  district  for  the  most 
part  marl  or  clay. 

All  the  39  parishes  are  in  the  Hereford  Registration  district, 
in  the  county  of  Hereford,  and  in  the  Hereford  Poor-law  Union, 
but  the  rural  district  is  not  co-terminous  with  the  registration 
district,  which  includes  also  the  parishes  of  the  city  of  Hereford 
and  the  parishes  of  the  Dore  Poor  Uaw  Union,  or  with  the 
Poor-law  Union,  which  includes  the  parishes  of  the  city  of  Hereford 

The  population  at  the  Census  of  1901  in  the  39  parishes  within 
the  district  varied  from  27  in  Dinniore  to  1,303  in  Purghill,  but 
if  the  378  Asylum  residents  are  deducted  the  Burghill  population 
(925)  is  still  the  largest  in  the  district.  There  are  collections  of 
houses  into  villages  at  Bullingham,  P'ownhope,  Holmer,  Little 
Dewchureh.  Lugwardine,  Harden,  Mordiford,  Wellington,  and 
Withington. 

There  are  70  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  210  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature, 
hops  and  fruit  being  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breed- 
ing of  Herefordshire  cattle.  A large  encaustic  tile  works  is  situated 
in  Withington  parish,  and  there  are  chemical  works  in  Credenhill 
parish.  The  wooden  soles  of  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  clogs  are 
made  in  the  Holme  Lacy  parish.  There  are  flour  mills  in  the 
parishes  ol  Clehonger,  Credenhill,  Eaton  Bishop,  hownhope, 
Lugwardine,  and  Wellington.  There  are  large  cider  works  at 
Withington. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  rural  sanitary  district  at  the  Census  of 
1901  was  i 5,271 . During  the  ten  years  1891-1901  there  was 
an  average  yearB  decrease  in  the  population  of  58  persons,  and 
assuming  that  this  decrease  is  still  going  on,  the  estimated  popu- 
lation at  the  middle  ol  1903  was  13,141  the  number  upon 
which  the  figures  in  this  report  is  based. 

Although  there  was  a decrease  in  population  between  1891- 
1901  over  the  whole  district  of  582  persons,  a reference  to  theCensus 
returns  on  p.  74  will  show  that  in  12  parishes  there  was  an  aggre- 
gate increase  of  217  persons. 
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BIRTHS. 

No.  286.  Rate  per  1,000,  21.7. 

There  were  286  births  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  during  1903,  of  which  147  were  boys  and  139  girls,  equal 
to  a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  21.7.  This  rate  is  T.5  per  1,000  below 
that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  1.3  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England 
during  1903  was  27.3  per  1,000. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 

o 


1903. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1893-1902. 

Dew  church 

24-4 

23.2 

Fownhope 

22.6 

25.1 

Burghill 

18.7 

23.6 

During  1903 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

there  were  registered  in  the 

Hereford  Rural 

District  20  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  6.9  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births,  or  to  1.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the  Dew- 
church  sub-district  7.9  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate, 
in  the  Fownhope  district  7.6  per  cent.,  and  in  the  Burghill  district 
5.3  per  cent.  There  are  certain  fallacies  connected  with  this 
method  of  stating  the  amount  of  illegitimacy  which  will  be  found 
mentioned  on  p.  5. 

At  the  census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  1,769  unmarried  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45 
years.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these 
women  was  thus  11.3  compared  with  9.6  per  1,000  in  1902,  and 
with  12.9  per  1.000  in  the  six  combined  districts  in  1903. 

DEATHS. 

No.  196.  Rate  per  1,000,  14.9. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  during  1903  was  200,  of  which  102  were  males  and  98 
females.  Included  in  this  number  were  28  persons  who  died  in 
the  County  Asylum  at  Burghill,  but  whose  usual  place  of  resi- 
dence was  not  in  the  Hereford  rural  district.  There  died  in  the 
Hereford  Workhouse  17  persons,  and  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  seven  persons  who  were  residents  within  the  Hereford 
of  Hereford,  and  oustide  the  Hereford  Rural  District.  After 
making  the  necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among 
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residents  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District  was  196  (106  males  and 
90  females),  equal  to  a death-rate  per  1,000  of  14.9.  This  rate 
is  1.8  per  i. 000  above  that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  1.5  per  1,000 
below  the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years.  (See  Table 
1,  P-  93)- 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  parishes,  having  a 
total  population  of  ibi  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1903  : — 
Aeonbury  and  Dewsall. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years. 

1903. 

1893-1902. 

Dewchurch  

. . 12.3 

15.0 

hownhope  

• • 13-7 

18. 1 

Burgh  ill  (excluding  Asylum)  . . 

• • 15-9 

15.6 

Hereford  Rural  District  .. 

• • i4-9 

16.4 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  record- 
ing the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  figures 
covering  so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  following  13  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population 
of  more  than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  during  1903 


were  as  follows  : — 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

Bullingham 

7-o  • • 

n.4 

• • 13-3 

Much  1 tewchurch 

..  ..  8.5  .. 

5-5 

1.8 

Holmer 

10.9 

5-3 

8.8 

Breinton 

12.0 

14..4 

• • 19-3 

Wellington 

i3-o  . • 

21. 1 

16.2 

Lugwardine 

•• 

15-5 

1S.4 

Clehonger 

14-4  •• 

16.9 

..  97 

Burghill  (excluding 

Asylum)  15.0 

20.6 

19.6 

Allensmore 

150  • • 

12.7 

..  17.0 

Marden 

20.7 

17.0 

. . 24.2 

Downhope 

21.6 

5-i 

. . 8.9 

Mordiford 

22.3  . . 

20.5 

• • 137 

Withington 

23.7  . . 

9-2 

. . 14.4 

The  death-rate  in 

rural  England  during 

1903 

was  14.8  per 

1,000. 
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Corrected  Death-Rate. — The  death-rate  from  all  causes  in 
this  country  is  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55  years  than  it 
is  at  other  periods,  and  it  is  lower  among  females  than  among  males, 
and  as  the  proportion  of  persons  living  at  different  age  periods  and 
the  proportion  of  males  to  females  varies  in  different  localities  it  is 
obviously  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are  to  com- 
pare with  accuracy  the  death-rates  in  two  or  more  districts.  In 
England  and  Wales  of  every  1,000  persons  living  113  are  under  5 
years  and  106  are  over  55  years,  but  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
of  every  1,000  persons  100  are  under  5 years,  thus  favouring  a low 
death-rate,  and  171  are  over  55  years,  favouring  a high  rate.  With 
respect  to  sex  ratio  in  England  and  Wales  the  proportion  of  males  to 
females  is  as  484  to  516,  but  in  Hereford  rural  district  there  are 
528  males  to  472  females,  the  preponderance  of  males  being  in 
favour  of  a high  death-rate.  In  order  to  make  a true  comparison 
with  the  rest  of  the  country,  I have  worked  out  the  factor  of 
correction  for  Hereford  rural  district,  and  the  death-rate  thus 
corrected  was  13.2  per  1,000  in  1903  compared  with  15.4  per  1,000 
in  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death-rate  in 
Hereford  rural  district  in  the  previous  ten  years  was  14. b per  1,000. 
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I he  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  during  1903  in 
various  groups  for  the  Hereford  Rural  District,  the  Registration 
Sub- Districts,  and  the  thirteen  largest  parishes. 


Table  A. 


All 

tg'PS 

1 nder 

I year 

1 

to  5 

| 

5 

to  Id 

1:. 

lu‘25 

25 
t..  15 

15 
t1  >l>r> 

f>5  75 

to? 5 t<  >85 

Over 

85 

Hereford  R.  Hist. 

196 

2 2 

1 1 

7 

5 

-25 

41 

43 

33 

7 

.Sub-Districts  : 

1 >ewch  arch 

51 

4 

7 

1 

O 

8 

12 

14 

7 

3 

Fownhope  . . 

(it) 

10 

(> 

0 

2 

8 

15 

1 1 

1 1 

3 

Burghill  ..  .. 

7(» 

8 

3 

() 

3 

9 

14 

20 

15 

1 

Parishes  : 

Alleiismore 

8 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7 

I 

2 

2 

0 | 

Brcinton 

8 

1 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Bullingliam 

7 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

O 

2 

1 

1 

Burghill 

17 

2 

1 

2 

O 

7 

2 

5 

3 

0 

Clehonger 

5 

() 

0 

0 

O 

I 

0 

3 

1 

0 

l'ownhope 

7 

1 

4 

0 

0 

() 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Holiner 

5 

1 

7 

0 

() 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Lugwardine 

13 

1 

0 

0 

1 

7 

5 

•7 

0 

1 

0 

Maiden 

20 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

5 

7 

2 

0 

Mordiford  . . 

b 

() 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

Much  Dewchurch 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Wellington 

10 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

I 

2 

5 

0 

Witliington 

1 1 

2 

0 

0 

! 0 

0 

2 

3 

7 

O 
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UNCERTIFIED  I >EATHS. 

3 per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  200  deaths  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
in  1903  there  were  183  certilied  by  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners, 11  by  the  Coroner,  and  6 were  uncertified.  Given  as 
percentages  of  the  total  deaths  91.5  per  cent,  were  certified  by 
medical  practitioners,  5.5  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  3 per 
cent,  were  uncertified.  No  deaths  were  uncertified  in  the  Dew- 
clmrch  registration  sub-district,  three  were  uncertified  in  the 
Fownhope  and  three  in  the  Burghill  sub-districts. 

The  cause  of  deaths  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case  of 
the  uncertified  deaths  was 

Premature  birth, 

Probably  Bronchitis, 

Heart  failure  (3) 

Diarrhoea. 

ILLEGITIMATE  DEATHS. 

There  was  only  one  death  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
during  1903  among  illegitimate  children  under  12  months  old, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  50  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
compared  with  78  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births  and 
deaths. 


INFANT 

mortality. 

Average  of 

10  years, 

1903. 

1893-1902. 

Hereford  Rural  District 

76 

115 

Rural  England 

1 18 

— 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  I11  the  Hereford  Rural  District  during  1903  there  were 
born  286  children,  and  22  children  died  under  twelve  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  7b  per  1,000  births. 
This  number  is  below  the  average  (115)  for  the  previous  ten  years. 
I11  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 

was 


Average  of 

10  years, 

I9°3- 

1893-1902. 

Dewchurch 

36 

no 

Fownhope 

108 

105 

Burghill 

86 

126 
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Tile  22  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Here- 
ford Rural  District  during  1903  were  certified  as  having  died  from 
the  following  causes  : — Whooping  cough  (2),  tubercular  disease, 
bronchitis  (2),  pneumonia  (2),  premature  birth  (5),  convulsions  (3), 
infantile  atrophy,  diarrhoea,  and  spinal  meningocele. 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 


Average  of 

10  years. 

1903. 

1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

0.7b 

o.bi 

,,  ,,  Rural  England 

1.08 

— 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 


in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No.  of  cases.  No.  of  deaths. 


Small-pox  

0 

0 

Measles  

* 

2 

Scarlet  fever  

. . 24 

1 

Whooping  cough  

* 

3 

Diphtheria  

10 

2 

Typhoid  fever  

0 

0 

1 tiarrhoea 

* 

? 

* Not  notifiable 

Small-pox  : — No  cases  of  small-pox 

iccurred  in  the 

Hereford 

Rural  District  in  1903. 

Measles. — There  was  one  death  from  measles  in  Bullingham 
during  January  and  one  in  Rurghill  during  December.  The 
disease  was  prevalent  in  Bullingham  during  January  : in  Clehonger. 
Withington,  and  Burghill  during  May  : in  Credenhill  during  July  : 
and  in  Burghill  and  Holmer  during  December. 

Scarlet  Fever.  During  no  portion  of  the  year  was  scarlet 
fever  epidemic.  The  29  cases  which  occurred  were  in  13  houses 
in  ten  different  parishes.  One  death  resulted  from  the  disease 
at  Mordiford.  Five  children  were  attacked  in  this  parish  in  one 
house,  but  no  other  houses  were  affected. 

Diphtheria.  The  ten  cases  of  diphtheria  were  in  four  houses 
in  four  parishes.  In  January  there  was  a case  at  Bullingham,  in 
April  six  cases  (2  fatal)  in  one  house  in  Stretton  Sugwas,  and  two 
cases  in  one  house  in  Sutton,  and  in  December  there  was  one  case 
at  Eyde. 

Typhoid  Fever.  No  cases  of  Typhoid  fever  occurred  in 
the  district  during  the  year. 
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Diarrhcea.— There  were  two  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
diarrhoea,  one  in  Bullingliam  in  March,  the  other  in  Hampton 
Bishop  in  October. 

Influenza. — There  were  no  deaths  from  influenza  during 
1903,  but  the  disease  was  present  in  Lugwardine,  Mordiford, 
Fownhope,  and  Weston  Beggard  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

PuERrERAL  Fever. — There  were  no  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
reported  during  1903.  The  last  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in 
Burghill  in  July,  1899. 


Erysipelas. — One  fatal  and  14  lion-fatal  cases  of  erysipelas 
were  notified. 


Phthisis. 

Average  of 
10  years. 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.83  . . .95 


The  11  deaths  from  consumption — two  males  and  nine  females 
— occurred  among  residents  in  the  following  parishes  : — Allens- 
more,  Breinton  (3),  Bartestree  (2),  Moreton,  Hampton  Bishop  (2), 
Weston  Beggard,  and  Withington.  The  ages  at  death  varied 
from  11  years  to  64  years.  The  district  Council  decided  to  dis- 
tribute within  the  district  500  “Prevention  of  Consumption’’ 
cards,  a copy  of  which  will  be  found  on  page  11. 


Cancer. 

Average  of 
10  years, 

1903.  1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  i, 000  0.91  ..  76 

The  12  deaths  from  Cancer— five  males  and  seven  females — - 
— occurred  among  patients  from  the  following  parishes  : — 
Clehonger,  Eaton  Bishop,  Hayward,  Eugwardine  (4),  Little  Birch, 
Marden  (4),  Westhide,  and  Withington.  The  ages  at  death  ranged 
from  40  years  to  79  years. 
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Table  B. 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

cc 

1 x 

T— 1 

56 

t— i 

iO 

X 

r— 1 

56 

u- 

X 

CO 

X 

X 

r-H 

r-H 

*-H 

<N 

Total 
1893  to 

1902 

3 

OJ 

rH 

Smallpox 

0 

» 

0 

0 

0 

1) 

(1 

1) 

4) 

41 

() 

0 

Measles  

2 

n 

2 

i 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

i 

11 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

if 

i 

2 

2 

0 

1 

II 

1 

4 1 

l 

1 1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

2 

0 

4 

:! 

0 

1 

1 

f) 

41 

21 

3 

1 >iphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup.  . 

8 

5 

4 

2 

f) 

(I 

1 

4) 

(1 

•) 

27 

2 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

" 

0 

( 1 

0 

n 

1 

0 

0 

0 

II 

1 

0 

Influenza  . . . . 

0 

() 

1 1 

(1 

in 

1 1 

15 

15 

41 

5 

<18 

0 

Diarrhoea 

*2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

1 

(I 

i 

19 

2 

Puerperal  Fever.  . 

i 

0 

0 

n 

0 

0 

1 

4) 

4) 

41 

2 

0 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

0 

(i 

i 

2 

0 

4) 

4) 

1 1 , 

<; 

1 

Phthisis  

Hi 

HI 

11 

1_> 

s 

i 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  December  13th,  1870,  a resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Hereford  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  defining  “a  reasonable 
distance  ” as  500  yards  in  the  case  of  existing  and  200  yards  in 
the  case  of  newly-built  houses  within  which  water  should  be 
provided. 

There  are  combined  systems  of  water  supply  in  the  parish 
of  Fownhope  where  wrater  is  piped  from  the  Highland  well  to 
several  houses,  and  in  the  parish  of  Stoke  Edith  where  about  30 
houses  are  supplied  with  water  conveyed  in  pipes  from  a spring 
in  the  Vicarage  grounds.  Elsewhere  deep  or  shallow  wells  pro- 
vided with  pumps  windlasses,  and  springs  are  most  generally 
in  use.  In  a large  number  of  instances  water  has  to  be  carried 
from  neighbouring  houses,  or  from  roadside  and  field  springs. 
Little  Dewchurch  and  Dinedor  are  not  well  supplied  with  water. 


DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

At  Fownhope  there  is  a drain  in  the  main  road  receiving  the 
drainage  from  18  houses  and  the  schools.  In  no  other  part  of  the 
rural  district  is  there  any  combined  drainage.  The  slopwater 
from  many  houses  is  discharged  into  roadside  ditches. 

Large  residential  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets,  the 
drainage  discharges  into  cesspools  or  on  to  land,  occasionally 
into  watercourses.  T he  farm  houses  and  cottages  usually  have 
privy  closets.  I11  only  a few  instances  are  there  pail  or  earth 
closets. 

HOUSING. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  Census 
was  4.6. 

The  general  remarks  upon  p.  i(>  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
houses  and  of  the  defects  usually  found  apply  to  the  Hereford 
Rural  District. 
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PER  MISS  I VE  I ’OWE  RS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  were  adopted  by  the 
District  Council  in  June,  1891,  but  the  Council  does  not  possess 
any  of  the  urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  has  not  made  any  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 
Private  scavenging, 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers. 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries, 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  110  accommodation  for  isolating  cases  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  Hereford  rural  district,  though  there  is  a corrugated 
iron  building  with  four  beds  in  the  Workhouse  grounds  for  the 
inmates  of  that  institution. 

In  my  report  for  1901  (p.  103),  I detailed  the  action  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  an 
isolation  hospital. 

During  1902  the  Council  purchased  two  acres  of  land  in  the 
parish  of  Stretton  Sugwas  from  the  Trustees  of  Guy’s  Hospital 
conditionally  upon  water  being  found  on  the  site.  A deep  well 
80ft.  deep,  has  been  sunk  and  a plentiful  supply  of  good  water 
obtained. 

Plans  for  a Hospital  to  accommodate  eight  patients  were 
prepared  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Davies,  Architect,  of  Hereford,  The 
buildings  include  (1)  a caretaker’s  or  nurse’s  cottage  of  two  stories 
containing  a kitchen,  two  sitting-rooms,  four  bedrooms  and  a bath 
room  ; (2)  a single  storey  pavilion  containing  two  wards  for  four 
patients  in  each,  a nurses’  duty  room,  scullery,  store  rooms,  and 
two  annexes,  with  cut-off  ventilating  passages,  and  (3)  a wash 
house  and  disinfecting  rooms.  It  is  proposed  to  pay  the  cost  of 
the  building  and  of  the  site  out  of  current  rates. 

The  Weobley  District  Council  has  agreed  to  pay  a retaining 
fee  for  the  privilege  of  sending  patients  from  the  Weobley  district 
to  this  hospital. 

A plan  of  the  pavilion  wards  appears  on  p.  88. 
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HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Architect.  Ernest  G.  Davies,  M.S.A. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MIEKSHOPS. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1885.  were  made  by  the  Hereford  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  on  April  27th.  i88q,  and  were  approved  by  the  L.G.B. 
in  September,  1889.  They  do  not  appear  to  have  been  printed 
or  circulated.  No  public  notice  was  given  during  the  year  of  the 
necessity  for  registration. 

The  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  26. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  three  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in 
the  parishes  of  Credenhill.  Eownhope,  and  Lugvvardine.  The 
Credenhill  slaughter-house  is  very  well  constructed,  and  is  kept 
in  a good  condition. 

There  are  110  bye-laws  in  force  with  regard  to  slaughter- 
houses. 

COMMON  LODGINC 1- HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District.  No  bye-laws  have  been  made  with  respect  to  these 
houses  by  the  Council. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  28  public  elementary  schools  in  27  parishes,  having 
an  aggregate  accommodation  for  nearly  3,000  children.  At  the 
census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Hereford  rural  district  2.bi2 
children  between  the  ages  of  live  and  fourteen  years.  The  schools 
at  Allensmore,  Burghill,  Marden,  Sutton  and  Wellington  were 
formerly  managed  by  School  Boards,  there  are  now  5 provided 
and  23  non-provided  schools  in  the  Hereford  rural  district. 

CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  periods  indicated 
and  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  diseases  named 

Stretton  Sugwas,  January  5th  to  February  2nd— Diphtheria. 

Clehonger,  May  13th  to  May  25th — Measles. 

Withington,  May  18th  to  June  8th — Measles. 

Credenhill,  July  28th  to  August  28th — Measles. 

Allensmore,  September  21st  to  October  12th  Whooping  Cough. 

SAN  I T A R Y I NSPECTC ) R . 

Mr.  F.  Fowles  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the 
year  1875,  and  receives  a salary  of  £100  per  annum,  one-half  of 
which  is  paid  by  the  County  Council.  He  pays  out  of  his  salary 
all  incidental  and  travelling  expenses  (including  the  cost  of  a 
horse),  except  stamps,  stationery,  and  his  carriage  license.  He 
does  not  hold  any  other  appointment,  and  he  is  not  subject  to 
re-election  at  stated  periods. 
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HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

I bug  to  submit  statement  of  work  carried  out  by  me  during 
the  year  ending  December  31st.  1903.  I have  visited  and  re- 
ported to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  48  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  disinfected  19  houses  and  18  lots  of  bedding,  clothing, 
&e.  I have  inspected  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  found  them 
kept  in  a good  state  of  cleanliness.  I have  also  ordered  and  served 
Notices  for  the  abatement  and  removal  of  313  nuisances  as 


under  : — 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into  48 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  o 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 19 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected 18 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  o 

.School  disinfected 2 

Infected  Houses  not  ready  to  disinfect  3 

HOUSES. 

Erected  18 

Made  lit  for  Habitation 13 

Closed  as  unlit  for  Habitation o 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed 2 

Overcrowding  abated  4 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  o 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 7 

Wells  closed  o 

.Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 5 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 7 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  12 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified o 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified o 

Dumb  wells  rectified  o 
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WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  o 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns 2 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided 6 

Converted  to  pail  closets  15 

Repaired 8 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  109 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse 91 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  4 

Inspected  4 

Cleansed  and  repaired 4 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  28 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  o 

FREDERICK  FOWEES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

Kingsthorne,  Hereford. 


January  8th,  1904. 
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WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I 
have  revised  the  Register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the 
Hereford  Rural  District. 

No  special  action  was  taken  by  the  District  Council  during 
1903  with  regard  to  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops  : — 
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HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1903 
and  Previous  Years. 
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* llates  in  Columns  4,  S and  l.'i  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note  — Tim  deal  I is  included  in  Column  7 of  t Ids  Table  are  the  whole  i if  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district  The  deaths  included  in 
Column  12  are  the  number  in  column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in 
Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  1 I 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there:  and  by  the  term 
“Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsew  here. 

tThe  “ Public  I nstitutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these 'Tables  are 
the  County  Asylum  within  the  district  (Cols,  it  and  14),  and  the  Workhouse  and 
Hereford  Hospital  beyond  the  district  (Col  1 I). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  not  within  the  Hereford  Rural  District. 

Total  population  of  all  ages 13,271  i§ 

Area  of  District  in  acres  J Iso 

(exclusive  of  area)  (15,147  Number  of  inhabited  houses 2,877  ~ 

covered  by  water).  ) I ^ 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4*0  ' -S*  3 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  oe  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  1903 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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74 

11 

4104 

120 

7 / 

5 

5055 

132 

09 

8 

1890 

4.35  l 

104 

r>7 

0 

4151 

111 

70 

7 

50  12 

111 

08 

15 

1 897 

4322 

107 

01 

15 

4 1 38 

89 

78 

17 

5029 

122 

85 

14 

1898 

4290 

101 

82 

2.3 

4125 

99 

70 

11 

5010 

108 

53 

15 

1899 

4258 

100 

08 

G 

4112 

97 

74 

14 

5003 

103 

95 

13 

1900 

4220 

83 

55 

9 

1099 

85 

80 

12 

4990 

103 

73 

11 

1901 

119  1 

1U8 

55 

13 

1080 

89 

70 

11 

4977 

98 

59 

8 

1902 

41(52 

102 

54 

8 

4073 

101 

47 

8 

4905 

104 

72 

14 

Vverages  of 
Tears 

1S9'5tol902 

4300 

100 
* 23  2 

05 
* 15'0 

1 1 

fill) 

1 1 .32 

104 

*25.1 

75 

* 18'  1 

11 
f 105 

5022 

119 
*23' 6 

79 
* 15' 6 

15 

1 120 

1903 

4130 

101 

*24*4 

51 

*12‘3 

4 

1 39 

4060 

92 

*22-6 

00 

* 13*7 

10 

1 108 

4951 

93 

*18-7 

79 

*15-9 

8 

1 8b 

Notes. — 

( 1 ) The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  registration  sub-districts. 

(21  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are  included 
in  sub-columns  e of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  pubh'c 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without  the 

district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the 
deceased. 

(4)  'The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  ecpial  the  correspond- 
ing totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Tables  I and  l\  : thus,  the  totals  of  sub- 
colu  nns  u,  h mid  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the  year  in  the  columns  2,  •’!,  and 
12  respectively  of  Table  1 ; the  gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c agrees  with  the 
total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  the  gross  total  of  sub-columns  d with  the  total 
of  column  in  Table  IV. 

* Rate  per  1 ,000  persons  living, 
t Rate  per  1,000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate. 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board). 
HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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The  Localaties  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 
There  is  no  Isolation  accommodation  available. 


Table  IV.  (extended)  Local  Government  Board. 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

'auses  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  iqo 
Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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I KDIiTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Census  Returns. 


Sub-districts  and 
Parishes. 

. \ rea 
in 

Acres. 

Fnhabite  1 

1 [otises. 

Population. 

Persons  per 
House. 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1 891 

1901 

LKIMHJKY  

24050 

1030 

1121 

1090 

5099 

4.5 

4 . 5 

Ilosbury  

4825 

217 

210 

910 

872 

4.2 

1 . 1 

C’oddington  

1028 

35 

33 

168 

144 

4.8 

4.3 

C'ohvall  

38.85 

312 

402 

1500 

1892 

4.8 

4.7 

i )onnington 

1038 

20 

20 

112 

112 

5 . 6 

5 . 6. 

Kastnor  

3193 

94 

105 

413 

491 

4.4 

4.0 

Ledbury  rural  

0660 

166 

100 

783 

827 

4.7 

4.9 

Matlum  rural  

3038 

88 

91 

379 

387 

4 . 3 

4.2 

Wellington  Heath  

1033 

104 

94 

419 

374 

4.(1 

4.0 

YA  UK  1 1 1 1.1.  

25209 

891 

883 

.3992 

3909 

4.4 

4.5 

Ashperton  

1092 

90 

81 

302 

303 

4.0 

4.4 

Aylton  

839 

18 

18 

92 

79 

5.1 

1.3 

Canon  Frome  

1 1 153 

19 

20 

114 

120 

0.0 

6 . ( i 

Castle  Frome  

1507 

• » < 

• > I 

105 

192 

1.4 

5.1 

Eggleton  

7.38 

3 1 > 

30 

124 

1 1.3 

1 . 1 

.)  . / 

Little  March  

1249 

28 

34 

1 52 

108 

5 . 4 

4.9 

Much  Marcle  

45:  5 

100 

150 

756 

054 

1.5 

4.1 

Mmislev  

1487 

12 

41 

211 

190 

5 . 0 

1.7 

I’ixlev  

1080 

28 

t»  i 

144 

179 

5.  1 

4.8 

l’utlev  

lllo 

49 

54 

217 

266 

4.4 

4.9 

Stretton  Grandison  .... 

841 

•)•> 

23 

78 

88 

3 . 5 

3.8 

Farrington  

2230 

113 

111 

450 

470 

4.2 

1 . 2 

Wool  hope  

441  1 

14  1 

1 39 

047 

020 

4.0 

1 . 5 

\ ark  hill  

2302 

ins 

1 1 12 

474 

449 

4. 1 

4.4 

RURAL  IHSTKICT 

49805 

1927 

2(  104 

8688 

9008 

4.5 

4.5 

LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


99 


LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water)  . . 

1S91. 

1901. 
49,758  . . 

1903. 

49,758 

Population  (census)  

8,688  . . 

9,068  . . 

— 

Population  (Midsummer) 

— . . 

9,079  . . 

9T55 

Inhabited  houses  (census) 

1,927  .. 

2,004  . . 

— 

Persons  per  house 

4-5 

4-5  •• 

— 

Rateable  Value  25th  March  . . 

— 

£75,098  • • 

£77483 

A penny  rate  produces  

— . . 

— 

£258 

No.  of  Parishes  

— 

22 

22 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000 

19.3  . . 

13-5  •• 

I3-1 

Corrected  for  sex  and  age 

19.1  .. 

12.7  .. 

12.3 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Ledbury,  which  entirely  surrounds  the 
Ledbury  Urban  District,  is  situated  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District,  on  the  east  by  Worcestershire,  on  the  south  by  the 
Newent  (Gloucestershire)  and  Ross  Rural  Districts,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Hereford  Rural  District.  There  are  many  hills  in 
the  district.  The  Malvern  Hills,  which  form  the  eastern  boundary, 
rise  to  a height  of  i,oooft.,  within  the  district,  and  Eastnor  hill 
in  the  east  is  6ooft.  above  sea  level.  On  the  western  side  Wool- 
hope  is  530ft.,  Westhide  563ft.,  Marcle  hill  653ft.,  Sedge  hill  688ft., 
and  Bradlow  hill  in  the  middle  of  the  district  is  500ft.  above  sea 
level.  Colwall  Church  is  329ft.,  Bosburv  220ft.,  and  Donnington 
125ft.  above  sea  level. 

The  river  Frome  flows  in  a westerly  direction  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  district,  and  in  the  central  part  the  river  Leadon 
flows  in  a southerly  direction. 
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LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Geologically  the  district  is  chiefly  Old  Red  Sandstone,  except 
the  western  boundary,  where  il  is  Silurian.  Limestone  crops 
up  in  Mathon  parish. 

I here  is  a clay  subsoil  practically  over  the  entire  district.  In 
some  portions  of  the  parish  of  Little  Marcle  the  subsoil  is  gravel. 

In  the  22  parishes  within  the  district  the  population  at  the 
census  ol  iqoi  varied  from  79  in  Aylton,  to  1,892  in  Colwall.  All 
these  22  parishes  are  in  the  Ledbury  registration  district,  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  and  in  the  Ledbury  Poor-law  Union,  but  the 
rural  district  is  not  co-terminous  either  with  the  registration 
district  or  with  the  Poor-law  Union,  which  include  the  Ledbury 
T rban  District  and  the  parish  of  West  Malvern  in  Worcester- 
shire. There  are  collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Bosbury, 
Colwall,  Eastnor,  Mathon,  Tarrington,  and  Woolhope. 

There  are  49  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  146  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature, 
hops  and  fruit  being  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding 
of  Herefordshire  cattle.  There  are  large  mineral  water  works 
and  vinegar  works  in  the  parish  of  Colwall,  and  there  are  corn 
mills  in  Bosbury,  Colwall,  Eastnor,  and  Ledbury  rural.  There 
are  cider  works  in  Ledbury  rural  and  Much  Marcle. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  Ledbury  Urban  wistrict  was  formed  from  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  on  January  is).  1S95.  It  includes  a portion  of 
the  Ledbury  Rural  Parish.  (L.G.B.  Order,  19th  October,  1894). 

Mathon  Urban  Parish  was  transferred  on  1st  January,  1895, 
from  Ledbury  Rural  District  to  Malvern  Link  Urban  District. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  at  the  census 
of  189T  was  12,615.  and  of  the  rural  district  as  it  is  now  con- 
stituted the  population  was  8,688.  The  alterations  in  area 
indicated  above  account  for  the  difference.  The  estimated  popu- 
lation at  the  middle  of  1903,  and  upon  which  t lie  figures  in  this 
report  are  based,  is  9,155-  The  estimates  of  the  populations 
in  the  years  1893  1902,  given  in  column  20I  fable  I.on  p 117 

have  been  carefully  calculated. 

BIRTHS. 

No.  204.  Birth-rate  per  1,000,  22:2. 

There  were  188  births  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District  during  1903,  of  which  112  were  boys  and  92  girls,  equal 
to  a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  22.2.  This  rate  is  1.6  per  1,000  above 
that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  4.2  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England 
during  1903  was  27.1  per  1,000. 
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In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rate  was 


Average  of 
io  years, 


Ledbury 

Yarkhill 


21-5 

23.1 


1903. 


1893-1902. 

27-5 


24.(1 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRT II S . 


During  1903  there  were  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District  12  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  5.8  per  cent  of  the  total 
births  or  to  1.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the  Ledbury 
sub-district  5.3  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate,  and  in 
the  Yarkhill  sub-district  6.4  per  cent.  There  are  certain  fallacies 
connected  with  this  method  of  stating  the  amount  of  illegitimacy 
which  will  be  found  mentioned  on  p.  5. 

At  the  census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
1031  unmarried  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years.  The 
proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these  women  was 
thus  11. 6,  compared  with  9.5  per  1,000  in  1902,  and  with  12.9 
per  1,000  in  the  six  combined  districts  in  1903.  I11  the  whole  of 

England  and  Wales  there  were  in  1901  (the  latest  year  for  which 
statistics  are  available)  8.3  illegitimate  births  to  each  1,000  un- 
married women. 


DEATHS. 

No.  120.  Rate  per  1,000,  13. 1. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District  during  1903  was  107,  of  which  62  were  males  and  45 
females.  There  died  in  the  Ledbury  Workhouse  10  persons,  in 
the  Ledbury  Cottage  Hospital  two  persons,  and  in  the  County 
Asylum  one  person,  residents  within  the  Ledbury  Rural  District. 
After  making  the  necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths 
among  residents  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  was  120  (72  males 
and  48  females),  equal  to  a death-rate  per  1,000  of  13. 1.  This 
rate  is  .8  per  1,000  below  that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  2.8  per  1,000 
below  the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  ten  years.  (See 
Table  I.,  p.  117).  The  death-rate  in  rural  England  in  1903  was 
14.8  per  1,000. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  live  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  (119  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1903  : 
— Donnington,  Aylton,  Canon  h'rome,  Castle  I'rome,  and 
Eggleton. 
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LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1903. 

1893-1902. 

Ledbury  

12.9 

ib.2 

Yarkhill  

. ..  13.3 

16.0 

Ledbury  Rural  District  . . 

. . . 13. 1 

15-9 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 

the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  figures  covering 
so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only  be  mis- 
leading. 

Iu  the  following  eight  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a popu- 
lation of  more  than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,00  were 
as  follows  : — 

1901.  1902.  1903. 


Much  Marcle 7.6  ..  13.9  ..  14. 1 

Eastnor  8.1  ..  13.9  ..  7.8 

Col  wall  8.4  ..  9.2  ..  11. o 

Yarkhill  15.5  ••  27.2  ..  17.9 

Bosbury  16.0  ..  13.8  ..  19.7 

Woolhope  17.5  ..  11. 2 ..  14.5 

Tarrington 21.0  ..  12.6  ..  18.7 

Eedbury  Rural 22.9  ..  8.5  ..  7.2 


Corrected  Death-rate. — The  death-rate  from  all  causes  in 
this  country  is  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55  years  than 
it  is  at  other  periods,  and  it  is  lower  among  females  than  among 
males.  As  the  proportion  of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods 
and  the  proportion  of  males  to  females  varies  in  different  localities 
it  is  obviously  necessary  to  make  some  corrections  if  we  are  to 
compare  with  accuracy  the  death-rates  in  two  or  more  districts. 
I11  England  and  Wales  of  every  1,000  persons  living  113  are 
under  5 years  of  age  and  106  are  over  55  years,  but  in  the 
Ledbury  Rural  District  no  are  under  5 years,  thus  favouring  a 
low  death-rate,  and  150  are  over  55  years,  favouring  a high  death- 
rate.  With  respect  to  sex  ratio  the  proportion  of  males  to  females 
in  England  and  Wales  is  as  484  to  516,  and  in  the  Ledbury 
district  there  are  405  men  to  505  women,  or  almost  the  normal 
ratio.  In  order  to  make  a true  comparison  with  the  rest  ot  the 
country  I have  worked  out  the  fact  or  of  correction  for  Ledbury 
Rural  District  and  tliedeath-rate  thus  corrected  was  12.3  per  1,000 
in  1903  compared  with  15.4  per  1,000  in  England  and  Wales.  The 
corrected  average  death-rate  in  Ledbury  Rural  District  in  the 
previous  ten  years  was  14.9  per  1,000. 
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Table  A. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Ledbury  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub-districts,  and 
the  eight  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year 

1 

to  5 

5 ' 15 
to  15  to25 

25  45 
to45  to65 

•65 
t<  >75 

75 

to85 

( H er 
85 

Ledbury  R.  Dist. 

120 

23 

II 

4 5 

10 

24 

25 

17 

I 

Sub-Districts  : 

Ledbury 

67 

14 

3 

1 ! 2 

6 

13 

10 

I 

Yarkhill  . . 

53 

9 

8 

3 3 

4 

11 

8 

7 

O 

Parishes  : 

Bosbury 

1 7 

2 

2 

1 1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

0 

Colwall 

22 

4 

1 

0 0 

0 

5 

8 

4 

0 

East  nor 

4 

1 

0 

0 1 

0 

1 

I 

0 

O 

Ledbury 

6 

2 

0 

0 i 0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Much  Marcle 

9 

2 

2 

1 0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Tarrington 

9 

0 

2 

0 ! 0 

2 

2 

I 

2 

0 

Woolhope  . . 

9 

1 

0 

0 I 

0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

Yarkhill 

8 

2 

I 

2 0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

5.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  107  deaths  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
in  1903  there  were  96  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
five  by  the  Coroner,  and  six  were  uncertified.  Given  as  percent- 
ages of  the  total  deaths  89.7  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical 
practitioners,  4.7  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  5.6  per  cent,  were 
uncertified.  Two  of  the  uncertified  deaths  were  in  the  Ledbury 
sub-district  and  four  in  the  Yarkhill  sub-district. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case 
of  the  six  uncertified  deaths  was 

Premature  birth  (2' 

Convulsions. 

Blood  poisoning, 

Heart  failure  (2). 
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ILLEGITIMATE  DEATHS. 

'1  here  were  two  deaths  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  I >ist rict  during 
I903  among  illegitimate  children  ander  12  months  old,  giving 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  ol  166  per  1,000  illegitimate  births, 
compared  with  109  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births 
and  deaths. 


INFANT  MORTALITY.  Average  of 

10  years, 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Ledbury  Rural  District  112  . . 107 

Rural  England  118 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  during  1903  there  were 
born  204  children,  and  23  children  died  under  12  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  112  per  1,000  births, 
This  number  is  above  the  average  (107)  for  the  previous  10  years. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 


was 

Average  of 

10  years, 

1903. 

1893-1902. 

Ledbury  

116 

11S 

Yarkhill 

108 

91 

The  23  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  during  1903  were  registered  as  having  died  from 
the  following  diseases  Chicken-pox,  Measles  (2),  \\  hooping 

Cough  (2),  Premature  birth  (6),  Convulsions  (2),  Bronchitis  (2), 
Pneumonia  (2),  Peritonitis,  Debility  (2),  Syphilis,  and  Overlain. 
ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

Average  of 


1903. 


10  years. 
1893-1902. 
.88 


Death-rate  per  1,000  98 

..  ,,  Rural  England  ..  ..  1.08 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No.  of  cases.  No.  of  deaths. 


Small-pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  fever  

Whooping  Cough  

1 hphtheria  

Typhoid  Fever  

Diarrhoea  

* Not  notifiable. 


o 

* 


o 

* 


0 

4 

1 

1 

0 

1 
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Small-pox  was  not  present  in  any  part  of  the  district  during 
1903. 

Mkaslf.s  was  prevalent  in  Kastnor,  Colwall.  and  Woolhope 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  in  Much  Marcle  and  Yarkhill  in 
June,  and  in  Bosbury  and  AshpertouTat  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  were  fatal  cases  in  Colwall,  Yarkhill,  and  Bosbury. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  occurred  during  the  year  in  the 
whole  district  31  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  12  houses  in  five  different 
parishes.  There  was  one  death.  Six  of  the  cases  were  brought 
from  a boys’  school  at  Malvern  to  be  nursed  in  the  Ledbury  district. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  during  February  and  March 
in  Ledbury,  Bosbury,  and  Mathon.  A death  occurred  in  Ledbury 
and  Bosbury. 

Diphtheria.- — Three  lion-fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified  during  1903  in  three  different  parishes.  The  fatal  case 
was  notified  in  1902. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

Diarrhoea. — There  was  one  death  registered  during  1903 
as  due  to  diarrhoea.  It  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Woolhope,  and 
the  patient  was  54  years  of  age. 


Influenza. — There  were  three  fatal  cases  of  influenza,  one 
in  each  of  the  parishes  of  Coddington,  Wellington  Heath,  and 
Tarrington. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  11011-fatal  case  of  puerperal  fever 
was  reported  from  Mathon. 

Erysipelas. — Four  11011-fatal  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified 

Phthisis.  Average  of 

10  years, 

1903.  . . 1893-1902 

Death-rate  per  1,000 0.98  ..  1 . 14 

The  nine  deaths- — five  males  and  four  females — from  con- 
sumption. were  among  residents  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall,  Kastnor, 
Tarrington,  and  Wellington  Heath,  Bosbury  (3),  Yarkhill.  The 
ages  at  death  were  between  17  years  and  78  years. 

Some  observations  upon  this  disease  will  be  found  on  p.  to. 


Cancer.  Average  of 

five  years, 

1903.  . . 1898-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 0.87  ..  1.21 


The  eight  deaths — two  males  and  six  females — occurred  among 
residents  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall,  Bosbury,  (3)  Ledbury  Rural, 
Woolhope,  and  Tarrington  (2).  'Flic  ages  at  death  ranged  from 
50  years  to  82  years. 
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ISOLATE )N  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  means  of  isolating  any  cases  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District.  In  1901  I suggested  to  the  Coun- 
eil  that  a sub-committee  should  be  formed  to  decide  as  to  whether 
any  steps  should  be  taken  to  provide  isolation  hospital  accom- 
modation. A Special  Meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  to  consider 
whether  such  a Committee  should  be  chosen,  and  1 presented  a 
Report  on  the  question.  The  Council  decided  to  take  110  action 
in  the  matter.  Light  patients  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  were 
sent  to  the  Malvern  fever  hospital  in  1901  at  a cost  to  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  of  £205,  and  four  cases  were  sent  in  1902  at  a cost 
of  / i 29  15s.  In  1903  no  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases 
were  isolated  at  the  cost  of  the  District  Council. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  a definite  resolution  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority  relating  to  “a  reasonable  distance”  within 
which  there  should  be  a water  supply  to  houses,  but  there  appears 
to  be  a tradition  that  it  should  be  500  yards  in  the  case  of  old 
and  200  yards  in  the  case  of  new  houses. 

There  are  combined  supplies  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall  and 
Kastnor.  The  Colwall  supply  (Mr.  Ballard’s)  is  to  about  70 
houses  in  Mid-Colwalh  from  a spring  on  the  hillside,  whence  the 
water  is  piped  to  a lew  houses.  I11  the  village  of  Eastnor  prac- 
tically every  house  is  supplied  with  water,  brought  in  pipes  from 
a hillside  spring.  Elsewhere,  deep  and  shallow  wells  and  dip 
wells  on  the  roadside  or  in  fields  are  the  available  sources  of  supply. 
The  wells  are  dry-steyned,  and  the  lining  is  rarely  carried  above 
the  level  of  the  surrounding  ground.  It  is  possible,  therefore, 
for  pollution  to  take  place. 

DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

The  only  portion  of  the  district  in  which  there  is  combined 
drainage  is  in  the  parish  ol  Colwall.  Elsewhere,  the  drainage 
from  residential  houses  discharges  on  to  adjoining  land  or  into 
watercourses.  In  a few  instances  filtration  (contact)  beds  have 
been  formed.  Slop  drains  from  cottages  drain  into  roadside 
ditches.  Larm  houses  and  cottages  are  provided,  as  a rule,  with 
privy  middens,  though  earth  closets  are  being  increasingly  adopted. 
Very  few  pail  closets  are  in  use.  (See  p.  12). 

COLWALL  DRAINAGE. 

A main  sewer  was  laid  in  the  year  1896  in  Mid-Colwall  (the 
Stone),  and  serves  about  50  houses  ; it  has  an  outfall  upon  about 
four  acres  of  land  in  Mid-Colwall,  called  Hardwicke’s  Meadow, 
upon  which  the  sewage  is  supposed  to  be  conducted  by  the  tenant 
of  the  land.  The  Council  decided,  on  January  28th,  1902,  to 
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apply  to  the  L.G.B.  for  sanction  to  borrow  the  sum  of  £3,825  for 
the  purpose  of  sewering  the  Wycli  to  the  main  sewer  at  the  Stone, 
and  for  erecting  septic  tanks  and  contact  beds  in  Ilardwicke’s 
Meadow,  and  on  January  13th,  1903,  it  was  decided  to  apply  for 
sanction  to  borrow  a further  sum  of  £67 5 for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  the  necessary  land.  On  November  4th,  1902,  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  Colwall  Parochial  Committee,  it  was  decided 
to  put  down  176  yards  of  six-incli  pipes  in  the  upper  part  of 
Colwall. 

An  inquiry  was  held  on  March  5U1  and  qth  on  behalf  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  by  Colonel  Coke,  and  the  following 
letter  was  subsequently  received  by  the  Clerk  to  the  District 
Council  : 

Local  Government  Board, 

Whitehall,  S.W., 

6th  Mav,  1903. 
Sir. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  state  that 
they  have  had  under  consideration  the  Report  made  by  their 
Inspector,  Colonel  Coke,  after  the  Inquiry  held  by  him  with  refer- 
ence to  the  application  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Ledbury 
for  sanction  to  borrow  £4,500  for  purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  the  parish  of  Colwall. 

The  proposal  of  the  Rural  District  Council  to  acquire  the 
land  known  as  Hardwicke  Meadow  as  a site  for  the  sewage 
disposal  works  was  strongly  opposed  at  the  Inquiry,  and  the  Board 
are  advised  that  this  site  is  not  a desirable  one,  owing  principally 
to  its  close  proximity  to  the  village.  They  are  also  advised  that 
any  scheme  of  sewerage  should  be  a comprehensive  one  and 
should  embrace  the  whole  of  the  sewers  shown  in  brown,  blue, 
and  red  on  the  General  Plan. 

I am  accordingly  to  return  the  drawings  and  to  suggest  that 
the  matter  should  be  reconsidered  by  the  District  Council  with 
a view  to  the  adoption  of  a comprehensive  scheme  having  one 
outfall,  which  would  not  be  open  to  the  objection  attaching  to  the 
Hardwicke  Meadow  site,  and  which  would  otherwise  be  suitable 
for  sewage  disposal  works.  The  Board  are  advised  that  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ox  Pastures  site  might  probably  be 
found  to  be  suitable. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Noki,  T.  Kkrsiiaw, 

Assi  s l a u t Secret  ary . 
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This  letter  was  considered  at  a meeting  of  the  District 
Council  held  on  June  16th,  1903,  when  it  was  resolved  by  15 
votes  to  2 ‘‘  that  Colwall  be  allowed  to  go  on  dealing  with  the 
sanitary  requirements  of  the  Parish  as  they  arise,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Rural  District  Council.” 

HOUSING. 

No  houses  were  certified  by  me  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
under  sec.  30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4.5,  and  of  the  2,125  houses  in  the  district,  only  121,  or  about 
6 per  cent.,  were  unoccupied. 

Broadly  speaking,  the  houses  are  well  built,  and  in  fairly 
good  condition.  Thatched  roofs  are  giving  place  to  tiles  or  slates. 
In  every  district  there  is  a noticeable  absence  of  rain  water  gutters, 
thus  rendering  houses  permanently  damp.  Even  upon  what  I 
should  otherwise  regard  as  model  cottages  I have  found  the 
gutters  absent. 

Some  further  remarks  upon  this  subject  will  be  found  on  p.  16. 
PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  was  adopted 
on  March  2nd,  1897,  taking  effect  from  June  6th,  1897.  The 
Infectious  1 fi sense  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  has  not  been  adopted. 

Urban  Powers. — The  District  Council  possess  Urban  powers 
enabling  them  to  make  bye-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings 
erected  in  the  parish  of  Colwall. 

The  Colwall  Parish  Council  has  each  year  since  1896  been 
appointed  a committee  in  accordance  with  sec.  56  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  Public 
Health  Act  in  the  parish  of  Colwall. 

Bye-laws.-  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings  erected 
in  the  parish  of  Colwall  were  allowed  by  the  L.G.IL  011  June  21st, 
1898. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  and 
the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits,  and  cesspools  in 
the  parish  of  Colwall  were  allowed  by  the  L.G.B.  on  January  2nd, 
1904  (see  p.  114). 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
with  respect  to 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers, 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MIEKSHOPS. 

A leaflet  containing  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  has  been  printed  lor  distribution  by 
the  Ledbury  Rural  District  Council.  No  regulations  have  been 
made  under  the  Order.  No  public  notice  was  given  during  1903 
of  the  necessity  for  registration. 

The  number  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  011  the  register  at  the 
end  of  1903  was  28,  situated  in  the  following  parishes  : Bosbury, 
Colwall  (8),  Ledbury  Rural  (4),  Ashperton  (2),  Wellington  Heath 
(4),  Much  Marcle  (2),  Tarrington  (4),  and  Mathon  (3). 


SLAUC )HTER - HOUSES . 

There  are  six  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Bosbury,  Colwall  (2),  Tarrington,  Pulley,  and  Much 
Marcle.  There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter- 
houses. They  are  all  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall  (2). 
Eastnor,  Much  Marcle,  Munsley,  Ashperton,  Wellington  Heath, 
Putley,  Castle  Frome,  and  Woolhope.  They  are  all  now  kept 
tolerably  clean. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District,  and  no  bye-laws  have  been  made  in  respect  of  this  class 
of  house. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  18  public  elementary  schools  in  13  parishes,  with 
an  aggregate  accommodation  for  2,012  children.  At  the  1901 
census  there  were  1,873  children  between  the  ages  of  live  and  14 
years.  Only  one  school  (Woolhope)  was  formerly  managed  by  a 
School  Board,  but  there  was  a School  Board  for  Ledbury  Rural 
Parish  and  Ledbury  Urban  District,  the  schools  being  in  the  town 
of  Ledbury. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr,  T.  Cawsey,  who  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Sanitary 
Institute,  was  appointed  for  one  year  in  1896,  and  was  re- 
appointed for  a term  of  three  years  from  October  21st,  1902. 
He  receives  a salary  of  £100  per  annum,  one-half  of  which  is 
repaid  from  the  county  funds.  He  pays  his  own  travelling 
and  incidental  expenses,  except  stamps  and  stationery.  He 
rides  a bicycle.  The  only  other  office  held  by  him  is  that  of 
Building  Inspector  for  the  parish  of  Colwall. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  1903. 

In  submitting  my  Report  for  the  past  year,  I beg  to  state 
that  12  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  by  me.  I also 
made  566  inspections  and  re-inspections,  and  have  made  periodical 
inspections  of  all  bakehouses,  slaughter-houses,  dairies  and  cow- 
sheds and  public  elementary  schools  within  the  district. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  District 
Council.  All  the  schools,  bakehouses,  slaughter-houses,  dairies 
and  cowsheds  have  been  periodically  inspected  during  the  year. 

The  surroundings  of  all  infectious  cases  notified  during  the 
year  have  been  investigated  and  reported  with  all  particulars. 

During  the  year  7 new  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  district 
as  follows:-  Pixley  (1),  Ledbury  Rural  (3),  Colwall  (3).  There  have 
also  been  extensive  alterations  and  additions  to  various  houses 
and  premises  at  Colwall,  viz  : — 

Horse  and  (Loom  and  other  premises. 

And  the  following  sanitary  work,  sewer  drainage,  &c.,  has 
been  carried  out  in  Colwall  parish  : — 

704  lineal  yards  of  b-inch  sewer,  108  yards  of  which  was  a 
ventilating  server  with  cast-iron  column  b-inch  diameter,  and  ib 
feet  in  height,  erected  on  the  Malvern  Hills.  This  vent  sewer 
and  column  was  carried  out  by  myself  at  a cost  of  £16 — contrac- 
tor's estimate,  £27.  The  outlet  of  sewer  is  supplied  with  a simple 
inexpensive  tank  and  filter  beds,  somewhat  after  the  septic  prin- 
ciple. The  filtrate  is  further  dealt  with  on  several  acres  of  land 
at  the  Knell  farm  on  the  broad  irrigation  principle.  It  has  now 
been  in  operation  during  this  last  eight  months.  During  that 
time  I have  received  no  complaints,  neither  is  there  any  perceptible 
smell  at  this  tank.  This  tank  was  originally  intended  only  for 
17  houses.  It  is  working  so  satisfactorily  that  35  houses  will  be 
connected  to  it.  21  of  which  are  now  at  time  of  writing  connected. 

I have  fenced  this  tank  round  with  oak  palings  and  gate  at 
a cost  of  £4  ns.  7d. 

The  59b  yards  of  sewer,  tank  and  filter  beds  was  carried  out 
by  Mr.  William  James,  Colwall,  at  a cost  of  £150  7s.,  making  a 
total  cost  of  £170  18s.  7d.  All  of  the  above  work,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  27b  yards  of  b-inch  sewer,  was  carried  out  according 
to  my  plans,  instructions,  and  superintendence.  The  27b  yards 
of  sewer  mentioned  above  was  carried  out  as  near  as  possible 
to  Messrs.  Cameron,  Cummin  and  Martin’s  plan. 

The  above  works  out  at  £4  17s.  8d.  per  house  connected.  Un- 
fortunately, we  had  to  take  over  a sewer  of  6 houses  which 
belonged  to  the  Rev.  Wesley  Butters,  b5  yards  in  extent.  When 
I examined  this  sewer  I found  it  worthless  for  sanitary  purposes, 
no  cement  in  joints,  all  connections  defective.  I advised  the 
Colwall  Parochial  Committee  to  abandon  it  or  leave  it  as  a storm 
water  sewer  for  the  Rev.  Wesley  Butters.  This  they  decided 
to  do  ; we  then  laid  a new  sewer  at  a cost  of  £20  10s.  Of  course 
the  total  cost  would  have  been  this  amount  less  and  would  have 
worked  out  at  £4  10s.  per  house  connection,  but  as  the  law  is  now 
defining  a sewer  we  must  grin  and  endure  it. 
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The  irrigation  of  Knell  farm  and  Hardwicke  meadows  farm 
are  periodically  attended  to  at  a cost  of  7s.  per  week,  and  I may 
state  well  attended  to,  even  Sundays  at  Hardwicke  Meadows 
Sewage  farm.  This  sewage  work  and  connections  I have  given 
a great  amount  of  my  time  to  during  the  year,  and  can  safely 
say  saved  the  parish  of  Colwall  in  engineer’s  and  clerk  of  works, 
fee,  also  cutting  down  contractors’  estimates  and  carrying  out 
work  myself  at  least  between  £40  and  £50.  At  the  same  time, 
as  you  will  see  by  my  report,  I have  not  neglected  attending  to 
other  duties  in  other  districts. 

I am  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  rendered  me 
by  owners  and  occupiers  generally,  who  readily  comply  with 
my  request. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into  

Patients  removed  to  hospital  

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  

HOUSES. 

Erected  

Made  fit  for  habitation 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  

Cleansed  and  whitewashed 

Overcrowding  abated 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

W ells  closed  

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

Houses  supplied  from  water  works 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 
Dumb  wells  rectified  

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns  . . 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

Privies  and  ashpits  provided  

Converted  to  w.c.’s  

Converted  into  pail  closets 

Repaired 
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SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  ordered  to  be  cleansed io 

Portable  receptacles  ordered  to  be  cleansed 5 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  6 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  and  inspected 28 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  157 

Notices  served  60 

Notices  complied  with 58 

Notices  outstanding  2 


THOMAS  CAWSEY, 

Certified  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Member  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Association. 

January  2nd,  1904,  Colwall. 

BYE-LAWS  WITH  RESPECT  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF 
HOUSE  REFUSE  FROM  PREMISES. 

1.  — The  occupier  of  any  premises  shall  once  at  least  in  every 
14  days  remove  the  house  refuse  from  such  premises. 

Provided  that  this  Bye-law  shall  not  be  deemed  to  prohibit 
the  use  or  disposal  of  house  refuse  on  any  premises  by 
the  occupier  in  any  case  where  such  refuse  is  so  kept  as 
not  to  be  a nuisance  and  so  disposed  of  as  not  to  render 
liable  to  pollution  any  well,  spring,  or  stream  of  water, 
used  or  likely  to  be  used  by  man  for  drinking  or  domestic 
purposes,  or  for  manufacturing  drinks  for  the  use  of  man. 
Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  Privies,  Ashpits,  and  Cesspools 
Belonging  to  any  Premises. 

2.  — The  occupier  of  any  premises  shall  once  at  least  in  even- 
three  months  cleanse  every  earth  closet  belonging  to  such  premises, 
and  furnished  with  a fixed  receptacle  for  fiecal  matter,  and  with 
suitable  means  or  apparatus  for  the  frequent  and  effectual  appli- 
cation of  dry  earth  to  such  matter. 

3.  — The  occupier  of  any  premises  shall  once  at  least  in  every 
week  cleanse  every  earth  closet  belonging  to  such  premises  and 
furnished  with  a movable  receptacle  for  fiecal  matter,  and  with 
suitable  means  or  apparatus  for  the  frequent  and  effectual  appli- 
cation of  dry  earth  to  such  matter. 

4.  — The  occupier  of  any  premises  shall  once  at  least  in  ever 
week  cleanse  every  privy  belonging  to  such  premises  and  turnished 
with  a fixed  receptacle  for  fiecal  matter. 

5.  — The  occupier  of  any  premises  shall  once  at  least  in  every 
week  cleanse  every  privy  belonging  to  such  premises  and  tur- 
nished with  a movable  receptacle  lor  fiecal  matter. 
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6.  — The  occupier  of  any  premises  shall  once  at  least  in  14 
days  cleanse  every  ashpit  belonging  to  such  premises,  and  used 
only  as  a receptacle  for  ashes,  dust,  and  dry  refuse. 

7.  — The  occupier  of  any  premises  shall  once  at  least  in  every 
week  cleanse  every  ashpit  belonging  to  such  premises  and  used  in 
connection  with  a privy  as  a receptacle  for  foecal  matter,  together 
with  ashes,  dust,  and  dry  refuse. 

8.  — The  occupier  of  any  premises  shall  once  at  least  in  every 
three  months  cleanse  every  cesspool  belonging  to  such  premises. 

Penalties. 

9.  — Every  person  who  shall  offend  against  any  of  the  fore- 
going bve-lav/s  shall  be  liable  for  every  such  offence  to  a penalty 
of  Forty  Shillings  : 

Provided  nevertheless  that  the  Justices  or  Court  belore 
whom  any  complaint  may  be  made  or  any  proceedings 
may  be  taken  in  respect  of  any  such  offence,  may,  if  they 
think  tit,  adjudge  the  payment  as  a penalty  of  any  sum 
less  than  the  full  amount  of  the  penalty  imposed  by  this 
Bye-law. 

The  Common  Seal  of  the  Council  was  affixed  hereto  at  a 

meeting  of  the  Ivedbury  Rural  District  Council  on  the 

Third  day  of  November,  1903. 

CHARLES  A.  HEWITT, 

Chairman 

In  the  presence  of 

RICHARD  HOMES, 

Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Ledbury. 

The  foregoing  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  Removal  of 
House  Refuse,  and  the  Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets,  Privies, 
Ashpits,  and  Cesspools,  are  hereby  allowed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  this  Second  day  of  January,  1904. 

S.  B.  PROVIS, 

Secretary, 

Acting  on  behalf  of  the  said  Board  under  the  authority  of 
their  General  Order,  dated  the  Twenty-sixth  day  of  May, 
lS77- 
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WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I have 
made  a Register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the  Weobley 
Rural  District. 

No  special  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council 
during  1903  with  regard  to  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops. 
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LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Wholf  District  During  1903  and 

Previous  Years. 
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1895  J 
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129 
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155 

15 

151 
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1896  . . 
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116 
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1897  .. 

8927 
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1898  .. 

8965 
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15' 9 

' 1903 
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204 
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23 

112 
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0 

0 13 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population, 
t Alteration  of  area  by  formation  of  Ledbury  Urban  District  on  1st  January,  1895. 

Noth. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  tableware  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  tiie  district.  The  deaths  included  in 
Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number 
in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term 
“ Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

f The  “Public  Institutions”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are 
the  Workhouse  until  1895  within  the  district  (Cols.  9 and  10),  and  the  Workhouse, 
after  1895,  the  led  bury  Cottage  Hospital,  the  County  Asylum,  and  Hereford  Hospital, 
beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  not  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District. 

Total  population  at  all  ages 9,068  p ^ 

Area  of  District  in  acres  i | § o 

(exclusive  of  area  J 49,758  Number  of  inhabited  houses  2,004  1^2 

covered  by  water).  ) | 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ..  ■L5-'  ° 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  1903 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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1803  to  1002 

5189 

112 

67 

13 

3966  92 

5.3 

10 

1902 

*21.5 

*129 

116 

,*23-1 

*133 

108 

Notes.— 

(1)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  registration  sub-districts. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  (he  district  are  included 

in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(3)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  pul  lie  institutions,  whether  within  or  without  the 

district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the 
deceased. 

(4)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  equal  the  corre 

spending  totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  'Tables  I and  l\  : thus,  the  totals  of 
sub-columns  a,  b and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the  year  in  the  columns  2,  3 
and  12  respectively  of  'Table  I : the  gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c agrees  with 
the  total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  the  gross  total  of  sub-column  d with  the 
total  of  column  3 in  Table  IV. 

* Kate  per  1000  persons  living. 

1 Rate  per  1000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year,  1903. 
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NOTES. — The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as-  those  in  Tables  II.  and  I \ . 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Ledbury  District.  Patients  were  removed  to  the 
Malvern  Hospital  in  1901  and  1902. 


Table  IV.  (extended).  Local  Government  Board. 
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LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Census  Returns 


Sub-districts  and 

Area 

Inhabited 

I louses. 

Population. 

Persons  per 
house 

Parishes. 

in 

Acres. 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

LEOMINSTER  

1300(5 

344 

354 

1 61 0 

1 477 

4.6 

4.1 

Hatfield  

1 948 

.40 

40 

241 

218 

6.0 

5.4 

Kimbolton  

4140 

1 33 

141 

599 

574 

4.5 

4.0 

Laysters  

1995 

48 

47 

2(  10 

191 

4.1 

4.0 

Middleton-on-the  hill 

2997 

67 

67 

308 

272 

4.3 

4.0 

Newhamtpon  

148 

2 

2 

10 

10 

5.0 

5 . 0 

Puddlestone  

1778 

54 

57 

252 

212 

4.6 

3.7 

RODEN  II  AM  

1(5862 

553 

537 

2502 

2270 

4.5 

4.2 

Bodenham  

5295 

2(  ><  l 

176 

883 

743 

4.4 

4.2 

Docklow  

1285 

31 

32 

169 

158 

5 . 3 

4.9 

Ford  

303 

4 

4 

14 

13 

3 . 5 

3 . 2 

Hampton  Wafer  

383 

3 

2 

15 

15 

5.0 

7 . 5 

Hope-  u nl  e rl)  i n more 

3854 

1 ( )3 

1 14 

514 

501 

5.0 

4.3 

Humber  

1836 

60 

57 

239 

213 

4.0 

3.5 

Monkland  

1108 

52 

19 

207 

20  \ 

4.0 

4.1 

Newton  

515 

14 

16 

50 

68 

4.5 

4.2 

Stoke  Prior  

2333 

86 

87 

411 

355 

4.7 

4.0 

K1  NOSLAM  > 

17733 

702 

708 

3038 

2991 

4.3 

4.2 

( Toft  

1059 

5 

6 

27 

37 

5.4 

6.1 

Eye  Moreton  Ashton.. 

2736 

66 

59 

315 

315 

4.7 

5.3 

Eyton  

1015 

26 

32 

113 

151 

4.3 

4.9 

Kingsland  

4932 

242 

238 

975 

910 

4.0 

3.8 

Lucton*  

1051 

28 

26 

204 

187 

7.2 

8.0 

Luston  

1800 

87 

89 

379 

369 

4.3 

4.1 

( Irleton  

2606 

129 

136 

513 

543 

3.9 

4.0 

Yarpol  ■ 

2534 

119 

122 

512 

479 

4.3 

3 . 9 

LUDLOW : 

Richard  Castle  

25<  M ) 

61 

59 

249 

239 

4.0 

4.0 

TEN  III  UY  

5392 

2 1 5 

214 

985 

934 

4.5 

4.3 

Rrimfield  

1 853 

123 

136 

560 

523 

4 . 5 

4.0 

Little  Hereiord  

3539 

92 

78 

125 

411 

4.6 

5 . 2 

RURAL  DISTRICT  .... 

55493 

1 87  5 

1872 

8384 

7911 

4.4 

4.2 

* There  is  a lar^e  Public  School  in  the  parish  of  Lucton. 
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LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 
Population  (census) 

Population  (Midsummer) 

Inhabited  houses 

Persons  per  house 

Rateable  value  (25th  March)  . . 

A penny  rate  produces 

No.  of  parishes  

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000 
Corrected  for  sex  and  age  . . 


1891. 

1901. 

1903. 

— . . 

55,32b  .. 

55,326 

8,384  .. 

7>911  •• 

— 

— . . 

7,89b  . . 

7,806 

1,875  .. 

1,872  .. 

— 

4-5  • • 

4.2  .. 

— 

— . . 

£77765  •• 

£78,218 

- . . 

— . . 

£233 

— . . 

26  . . 

26 

16.5  . . 

I3-b  •• 

14.2 

14.1  .. 

rn 

M 

12. 1 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Leominster  is  situated  in  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  county,  and  does  not  quite  surround  the  Urban 
District  of  Leominster.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  County 
of  Salop,  on  the  east  by  the  County  of  Worcester  and  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  District,  on  the  south  by  the  Hereford  Rural  district, 
and  on  the  west  by  the  Weobley  and  Wigmore  Rural  districts. 
The  district  is  for  the  most  part  llat , with  rising  ground  011  the 
western  and  southern  boundaries. 

Leominster  railway  station  (in  the  Leominster  Urban  district) 
is  224ft.  above  sea  level,  and  Bodenham  is  200ft.  A range  of 
hills  on  the  west  rises  to  943ft.,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  district 
a range  of  hills  runs  from  north  to  south  rising  to  500ft.  at  Mid- 
dleton hill.  Dinmore  hill  in  the  south  is  943  ft.  above  sea  level. 
The  river  Lugg  enters  the  district  about  the  middle  of  the  western 
boundary  ; it  flows  in  an  easterly  direction  through  the  borough 
of  Leominster,  again  enters  the  rural  district,  and  flows  in  a 
winding  bed  due  south.  The  river  Teme  flows  through  the 
northern  portion  of  the  district  from  west  to  east,  and  the  river 
Arrow  flows  from  west  to  east  through  a part  of  the  western 
portion. 

Geologically  the  district  is  ('(Id  Red  Sandstone  with  alluvial 
deposit  in  the  low-lying  portions  following  the  courses  of  the 
rivers. 
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Iii  the  parishes  of  Lavsters  and  Lucton  lime  stone  crops  up. 

A day  subsoil  is  found  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  district, 
and  a subsoil  of  gravel  in  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Bodenliam, 
Docklow,  Eye,  Ford,  Kingsland}JYarpole,  Stoke  Prior,  and  Brim- 
field. 

There  are  within  the  district  26  parishes,  all  of  which  arc- 
in  the  county  of  Hereford,  but  the  rural  district  is  not  co-ter- 
minous  either  with  the  registration  district  or  with  the  Poor-law 
Union,  which  include  the  Borough  of  Leominster  and  Leominster 
Out-parish.  In  the  Leominster  registration  district  and  Poor- 
law  Union  are  23  parishes,  in  the  Tenbury  registration  district 
and  Poor-law  Union  are  two  parishes,  Brimlield  and  Little  Hereford, 
and  the  parish  of  Richards  Castle  is  in  the  Ludlow  registration 
district  and  Poor-law  Union.  The  population  in  the  26  parishes 
of  the  Rural  District  at  the  Census  of  1901  varied  from  10  in  New- 
hampton  to  975  in  Kiugsland.  There  are  collections  of  houses 
into  villages  at  Kiugsland,  Bodenliam,  Hope-under- Dinmore, 
Stoke  Prior,  Brimlield,  Orleton,  Yarpole,  Kimbolton,  and  Luston. 

There  are  42  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  15b  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature,  hops 
and  fruit  being  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding 
of  Herefordshire  cattle.  There  are  corn  mills  in  Bodenliam, 
Eyton,  Humber,  Kiugsland,  Little  Hereford,  and  Orleton. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  parishes  of  Brimlield  and  Little  Hereford  were  transferred 
to  the  Leominster  Rural  District  from  the  Tenbury  Rural  District 
on  January  1st,  1895.  (L.G.B.  Order,  15th  November,  1894). 

The  parish  of  Richards  Castle  was  transferred  to  the  Leo- 
minster Rural  District  from  the  Wigmore  Rural  District  on 
September  29th,  189b.  (L.G.B.  Order,  21st  September,  189b). 

The  parishes  ol  Aymestrey  and  Shobdon  were  transferred  to 
the  Wigmore  Rural  District  lrom  the  Leominster  Rural  District 
on  June  12th,  1895.  (L.G.B.  Order,  12th  June,  1895). 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  at  the  Census 
of  1891  was  8,121,  and  of  the  Rural  District  as  it  is  now  consti- 
tuted the  population  was  8,384.  The  alterations  in  area  indicated 
above  account  for  the  difference.  The  estimated  population  at 
the  middle  of  1903,  and  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report  are 
based,  is  7,806.  The  estimates  in  the  populations  in  the  years 
1893-1902,  given  in  column  2 ol  Table  I.  on  p.  139,  have  been 
carefully  calculated. 
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There  was  a decrease  in  the  population  of  the  whole  district 
between  1891  and  1901  of  473  persons,  and  there  was  a decrease 
in  22  of  the  26  parishes,  the  aggregate  increase  in  the  four  re- 
maining parishes  being  only  76. 

BIRTHS. 

No.  17b.  Birth-rate  per  1,000 — 22.5. 

There  were  17b  births  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  during  1903,  of  which  90  were  boys  and  8b  girls,  equal 
to  a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  22.5.  This  rate  is  2.4  per  1,000  below 
that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  2.7  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England  during 
1903  was  27.3  per  1,000. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  per  1,000  were 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1903. 

1893-1902 

Leominster 

20.0 

25.0 

Bodenham 

21.2 

26.  y 

Kingsland 

25.1 

26 . 3 

Tenbury  

23.7 

20.3* 

Ludlow  

12.  b 

29.4* 

* Average  of  8 years. 


I LLE( I T I MATE  B I RTI  IS . 

During  1903  there  were  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
Distrrict  7 illegitimate  births,  equal  to  3.9  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births,  or  to  .89  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Bodenham  sub-district  2.1  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate  ; 
in  the  Kingsland  sub-district  6.6  per  cent.,  in  Tenbury  4.5  per 
cent.,  while  in  the  Leominster  and  Ludlow  sub-districts  there  were 
no  illegitimate  births.  There  are  certain  fallacies  connected 
with  this  method  of  stating  the  amount  of  illegitimacy  which  will 
be  found  mentioned  on  p.  5. 

At  the  Census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  909  unmarried  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45 
years.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these 
women  was  thus  7.7  compared  with  ri  per  1,000  in  1902,  and  with 
12.9  per  1,000  in  the  six  combined  districts.  In  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  there  were  in  1901  (the  latest  year  for  which 
statistics  are  available)  8.3  illegitimate  births  to  each  1,000  un- 
married women. 
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1 )KATHS. 

No.  hi.  Rate  per  1,000 — 14.2. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  during  1903  was  97.  of  which  4c)  were  males  and  48  females. 
There  died  in  the  Leominster  Workhouse  11  persons,  in  the 
County  Asylum  one  person,  in  the  Leominster  Cottage  Hospital 
one  person,  and  in  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital  one  person, 
who  were  residents  within  the  Leominster  Rural  District.  After 
making  the  necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among 
residents  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District  was  111  (59  males  and 
52  females),  equal  to  a death-rate  per  1,000  of  14.2.  This  rate  is 
.5  per  1,000  above  that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  2.0  per  1,000  below 
the  average  death-rate  in  the  previous  10  years.  (See  Table  I., 
p.  139).  The  death-rate  in  Rural  England  in  1903  was  14.8  per 
1,000. 


Corrected  Death-rate — The  death-rate  from  all  causes  in 
this  country  is  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55  years  than  it  is 
at  other  periods,  and  it  is  lower  among  females  than  among  males, 
and  as  the  proportion  of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods  and 
the  proportion  of  males  to  females  varies  in  different  localities  it  is 
obviously  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are  to  compare 
with  accuracy  the  death-rates  of  two  or  more  districts.  I11  England 
and  Wales  of  every  1,000  persons  living  113  are  under  5 years,  and  10 
are  over  55  years,  but  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District  108 — or  about 
the  normal  proportion — are  under  5 years,  and  175  areover55  years, 
thus  favouring  a high  death-rate.  With  respect  to  sex  ratio,  in 
England  and  Wales  the  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  as  484 
to  516,  but  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District  there  are  497  males 
to  503  females,  the  preponderance  of  males  being  in  favour  of  a 
high  death-rate.  In  order  to  make  a true  comparison  with  the 
rest  of  the  country,  I have  worked  out  the  factor  of  correction 
for  the  Leominster  Rural  District,  and  the  death-rate  thus  cor- 
rected was  12. 1 per  1,000  in  11)03,  compared  with  15.4  in  England 
and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death-rate  in  Leominster 
Rural  District  in  the  previous  ten  years  was  13.7  per  1,000. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  followng  six  parishes,  having: 
a total  population  of  343  persons,  no  deatihs  occurred  during  1903 
Middleton,  Newhampton,  Ford,  Hampton  Wafer,  and  Croft. 
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In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  per  1,000 
were — 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1903.  1893-1902. 


Leominster  15 .2  . 15 .8 

Bodenliam  13.9  ..  16.0 

Kingsland  14.4  ••  17.5* 

Tenbury 11.8  ..  13-8 

Ludlow  16.9  ..  6.3 


* Average  of  8 years. 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  figures  covering 
so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only  be  mis- 
leading. 

In  the  following  six  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population 


of  more  than  400  persons, 

the  death-rates 

per  1,000 

were  as 

follows 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Bodenham 

. ..  10.7  . 

. 15. 1 

23.8 

Brimfield 

• ••  9-5  - 

• 17-3 

. . 1 1 . 5 

Hope  

. ..  27.9  . 

0.0 

..  6.0 

Kimbolton 

• ••  13 -9  • 

. 8.7 

..  24.5 

Kingsland 

18.  f) 

• 17-7 

..  18.4 

Little  Hereford 

12 . 1 

14.6 

12.2 

Orleton  

. ..  16.5  . 

9 • 1 

18. 1 

Yarpole  

. ..  12.5  . 

• 23 . 1 

..  17.0 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

3 per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  97  deaths  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District 
in  1903  there  were  89  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners. 
5 by  the  Coroner,  and  3 were  uncertified.  Given  as  per  centages 
of  the  total  deaths  91.8  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical  practi- 
tioners, 5.2  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  3 per  cent,  were  un- 
certified. There  were  no  uncertified  deaths  registered  in  the 
Bodenham  sub-district,  two  were  registered  in  the  Leominster 
sub-district,  and  one  in  the  Kingsland  sub-district. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case  of 
the  uncertified  deaths  were 

Premature  birth. 

Heart  disease,  2. 
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Table  A. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various 
groups  for  the  Leominster  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub- 
districts, and  the  six  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

Undr 
1 year 

1 

( ( >5 

5 

tol  5 

15 

to'i.'i 

25 
to  15 

45  ! 65 
to65  to75 

75 

t<>85 

( )vr 
85 

Leominster  R.  Dis 

Ill 

lb 

5 

4 

I 

9 

21 

19 

29 

7 

SUB-1  dSTRICTS 
Leominster 

22 

5 

1 

1 

0 

I 

t) 

3 

4 

1 

Bodenham 

31 

I 

4 

1 

0 

5 

2 

(> 

8 

4 

Kingsland 

43 

8 

0 

1 

I 

3 

9 

8 

11 

2 

Ten bury 

11 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

5 

0 

Ludlow 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Parishes  : 
Bodenham 

!7 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

2 

3 

0 

O 

3 

Brim  field 

9 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

4 

0 

Hope 

J 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Kimbolton  . . 

14 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

3 

3 

1 

Kingsland 

15 

2 

0 

0 

I 

2 

3 

3 

4 

0 

Little  Hereford  .. 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

Orleton 

10 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1 

Varpole 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

2 

0 
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ILLEGITIMATE  DEATHS. 

There  were  three  deaths  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District 
during  1903  among  illegitimate  children  under  12  months  old, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  428  per  1,000  illegitimate 
births,  compared  with  59  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births 
and  deaths. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Leominster  Rural  District  ....  85  . . 90 

Rural  England  118 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Leominster  Rural  District  during  1903  there 
were  born  176  children,  and  15  children  died  under  12  months 
old.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  85  per  1,000 
births.  This  number  is  below  the  average  (90)  for  the  previous 
10  years. 

I11  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 

was 


Average  of 

10  years, 

I9°3 

1893-1902. 

Leominster 

172 

78 

Bodenham 

hi 

83 

Kingsland 

93 

107 

Tenbury  

90 

105* 

Ludlow  

— 

— 

* Average  of  8 years. 


The  15  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the 
Leominster  Rural  District  during  1903  were  registered  as  having 
died  from  the  following  causes  : — Influenza,  diarrhoea  (2),  enteritis, 
bronchitis,  premature  birth  (2),  convulsions,  congenital  diseases  (2), 
debility  (4),  and  accident. 
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ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 


T9°3- 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.51 

,,  ,,  Rural  England  ..  ..  1.08 


Average  of 
10  years, 
1893-1902. 
0.62 


The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “principal  zymotic  diseases.’’ 


No.  of  Cases. 


Small-pox  o 

Measles  * 

Scarlet  Fever  28 

Whooping  Cough  * 

Diphtheria 7 

Typhoid  Fever  o 

Diarrhoea  * 


* Not  notifiable. 


No.  of  deaths, 
o 

0 

1 

0 

1 
o 

2 


Small-pox  was  not  present  in  any  part  of  the  district  during 
1903. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  Yarpole  during  April.  No  deaths 
occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  entirely  absent  from  the  Rural  1 fistrict 
during  1901.  In  1902  there  were  notified  20  cases  from  12  houses 
in  seven  parishes.  In  1903  there  were  notified  28  cases  from  16 
houses  in  9 different  parishes — one  death  occurred  in  Kimbolton. 
At  no  time  was  the  disease  epidemic.  All  the  cases  were  treated 
at  home. 

Diphtheria. — There  was  one  death  from  Diphtheria  during 
1903.  Seven  cases  were  notified  from  three  houses  in  three  parishes. 

Typhoid  Fever  was  not  present  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1902  or  1903. 

Diarrhoea. — One  death  was  registered  as  due  to  diarrhea 
in  Eaysters  and  one  in  Stoke  Prior. 

Influenza. — There  were  five  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
influenza — one  each  in  Kimbolton,  Brimfield,  and  Richards 
Castle,  and  two  in  Orleton. 

Puerperal  Fever.  No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was 
notified  during  1902  or  1903. 

Erysipelas. — Five  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  reported,  two 
in  Orleton,  and  one  in  each  of  the  parishes  of  Dinmore,  Kingslaud, 
and  Yarpole. 
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Phthisis. 

Average  of 
io  years, 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.64  . . 0.59 

There  were  five  deaths  from  Consumption  (three  males  and 
two  females)  among  residents  from  the  parishes  of  Laysters, 
Luston,  Eyton,  Kingsland,  and  Bodenham.  The  District  Council 
decided  to  distribute  within  the  district  500  “ Prevention  of 
Consumption  ” cards,  a copy  of  which  will  be  found  on  p.  11. 


A system  of  voluntary  notification  of  cases  of  Phthisis  was 
adopted  by  the  District  Council  for  a year  from  July  1st,  1903. 
Four  cases  were  only  notified.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  in 
two  instances,  in  the  others  it  was  refused  by  the  occupier  of  the 
infected  dwelling. 


Some  observations  upon  this  disease  will  be  found  on  p.  10. 


Cancer. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.89  . . 1.51 


The  number  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer  is  high,  no  fewer  than 
seven  having  been  registered  (all  of  females).  They  occurred 
among  residents  from  the  following  parishes  : — Brimtield, 
Bodenham  (3),  Kimbolton  (2),  and  Little  Hereford. 


Table  B. 
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Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 
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4 
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13 
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3 

58 
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24 

17 
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8 
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10 

18 

15 
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in 
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19 

18 
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22 

14 

18 

14 

21 

13 

15 
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4 

8 

f> 

:i 

4 

4 

3 

3 

;5 

1 

39 
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0 
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1881 

j) 
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4 
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0 

0 
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1882 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

o 

1 

1 

1883 

0 

0 

3 

5 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1884 

0 

o 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1885 
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0 

0 

0 

2 
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0 

1 

1880 
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2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 

i 

0 

i 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1888 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1889 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 
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0 

1 

0 

0 

1 
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1891 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 892 
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2 
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0 

() 

0 

1 

1893 

0 

1 

4 

0 

5 

0 

1 

2 

1891 

(1 

0 

0 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 895 

0 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 
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1890 

0 
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0 

0 

0 
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1897 
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II 

1898 

0 

0 

0 
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0 
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II 
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1899 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1900 

0 

0 

1 

1 

i 

0 

0 

0 

1901 

0 

0 

0 
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II 

(1 

1 902  

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 
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0 

0 

1 
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0 

0 

2 

10 

4 
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3 

12 
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ISOLATION  H( )SPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  means  of  isolating  cases  of  infectious  disease 
within  the  Leominster  Rural  District. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  September  13th,  1901,  a 
circular  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  explain- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Acts,  1901.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  asked  for  instructions  as  to  what  steps 
he  should  take  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and 
suggested  that  a sub-committee  should  be  formed  to  consider  the 
letter  from  the  Board,  and  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done  to  pro- 
ride  isolation  accommodation.  A Committee  consisting  of  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  G.  F.  Colebatch),  Mr.  K.  Veld,  Mr.  R.  Woodhouse, 
Mr.  L.  Evans,  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Hall,  was  appointed,  and  met  on 
September  27th,  1901.  The  question  was  thoroughly  discussed, 
but  no  decision  was  come  to,  and  the  Chairman  was  authorised  to 
call  the  members  together  again  when  he  thought  it  necessary. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  any  resolution  defining  a “ reason- 
able distance”  within  which  there  should  lie  a supply  of  water 
to  houses. 

Taking  the  district  as  a whole  the  supply  is  obtained  from 
shallow  wells  on  the  premises  of  the  inhabitants.  An  exception 
is  in  the  parish  of  Hope,  where  pipes  have  been  laid  from  a hillside 
spring  to  the  schools,  and  to  three  stand  pipes  accessible  by  the 
villagers. 

DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

At  Kingsland  there  is  a common  drain  into  which  the  slop- 
water  drainage  from  28  houses  discharges.  For  the  greater  part 
of  its  course  this  drain  is  an  open  ditch  which  is  lined  for  about  80 
yards  with  half  pipes.  The  residential  houses  in  the  district  are 
provided  with  water  closets,  and  the  drainage  discharges  into 
cesspools  or  on  to  land  or  directly  into  a watercourse.  Nearly 
all  other  houses  and  cottages  have  privy  closets  ; except  on  the 
Hampton  Court  estate,  there  are  only  a very  few  pail  or  earth 
closets.  In  view  of  the  large  number  of  shallow  wells  in  some 
portions  of  the  district  the  substitution  of  some  form  of  earth 
closet  for  the  privies  is  very  desirable.  (See  p.  12). 

IK  >1  '.SING. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  hist  Census 
was  a. 2,  and  of  the  2,0(15  houses  in  the  district  174,  or  8 per  cent, 
were  unoccupied.  No  houses  were  certified  by  me  as  unlit  for 
human  habitation  during  1903. 
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There  are  many  substantially  built  houses  in  the  district,  and 
the  delects  found  in  others  are  such  as  in  the  majority  of  cases 
can  be  easily  rectified. 

PERMISSIV E PC ) WERvS. 

The  Public  Heaith  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted 
by  the  District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the 
urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to 
Private  scavenging, 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers, 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

I cannot  ascertain  that  any  regulations  have  been  made  under 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885.  No  public 
notice  was  given  during  1902  of  the  necessity  for  registration.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eight  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the 
register,  situated  in  the  following  parishes  : — Kimbolton,  Kings- 
land,  and  Middleton-on-the-hill. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  five  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Bodenham,  Brimfield,  Kingsland  (2),  and  Orleton, 
some  of  them  require  very  frequent  inspections.  There  are  no 
bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter-houses. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Leominster 
Rural  District,  and  the  Council  has  not  adopted  any  bye-laws 
with  respect  to  this  class  of  house. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  19  public  elementary  schools  in  18  parishes,  with 
an  aggregate  accommodation  for  nearly  2,000  children.  At  the 
Census  of  1901  there  were  1,566  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
years  and  14  years  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District.  Only  one 
school  (.Stoke  Prior)  was  formerly  managed  by  a School  Board. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr  J.  T.  Stephens  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in 
the  year  1884,  and  has  been  re-apponited  since  at  there-yearly 
intervals.  He  receives  a salary  of  £ 70  per  annum,  one-half  of 
which  is  paid  from  the  county  funds.  He  pays  his  own  travelling 
expenses  (including  the  cost  of  a horse  and  bicycle)  and  incidental 
expenses,  except  stamps  and  stationery.  He  also  acts  as  Inspector 
under  the  Petroleum  Act,  1871. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into  44 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  o 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 27 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  Nc.,  disinfected zb 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  o 

HOUSES. 

Erected  2 

Made  fit  for  habitation 6 

Closed  as  unlit  for  habitation  3 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed  5 

Overcrowding  abated  9 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  1 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 21 

Wells  closed  o 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  5 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 15 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  1-2 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  o 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  o 

Dumb  wells  rectified  o 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  0 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns o 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided  ® 

Converted  to  w.c.’s 0 

Converted  to  pail  closets  1 

Repaired  4 
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SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  asphits  cleansed io 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse 2 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  5 

Cleansed  and  repaired . . o 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  Register  and  repaired  . . . . . 8 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures o 

CLERICAL  WORK 

Letters  40 

Notices  served  38 

Notices  complied  with  . . . 34 

Notices  outstanding  . . . . 4 

J.  T.  STKPIIKNS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

Kingsiand,  Leominster. 


January7  10th,  1904. 
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WORKSHOPS. 

From  informal  ion  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I 
have  made  a Register  of  the  Workshops  situaied  within  the 
Leominster  Rural  District. 

No  special  action  was  taven  by  the  District  Council  during 
1903,  with  regard  to  the  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops., 


Parish. 

Qj 

*> 

Blacksmith. 

Brickmaker. 

0 

+-> 

s>-. 

7:  ; 

ik  a 

5 

1 Total. 

Bodenham 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

5 

Brimfield  

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 <1 

0 

0 

4 

Dinmore  

11 

1 

1 

II 

0 

0 1 

0 

a 

3 

Docklow  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

II  II 

1) 

1 

2 

Eye  

0 

1 

0 

1) 

II 

0 II 

0 

0 

1 

Eyton  

0 

it 

0 

0 

(1 

1.  1 

0 

0 

1 

Humber  

1 

2 

0 

(1 

(1 

1) 

1 

4 

Little  Hereford  .. 

0 

1 

II 

0 

0 0 

II 

1 

2 

Kimbolton  

0 

2 

u 

II 

1) 

0 (I 

0 

2 

4 

Kingsland  

*2 

2 

II 

0 

1 

1 

3 

y 

Lucton 

0 

1 

0 

0 

II 

II  II 

0 

0 

1 

Luston 

u 

1 

II 

1) 

0 

0 1 

0 

1 

3 

Middleton  

0 

2 

II 

1 

0 0 

II 

1 

4 

Monkland  

0 

1 

II 

0 

0 

(1 

0 

t 

Or  lot  on  

0 

1 

1) 

0 

0 

(1  (1 

(1 

2 

3 

Puddlestone 

9 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 

4 

Stoke  Prior 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11  a 

0 

a 

9 

Yarpole 

1 

0 

0 

II 

0 

11  0 

0 

0 

1 

Total 

10 

21 

1 

4 

1 

1 3 

1 

12 

54 

Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board). 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1903  and 
and  previous  Years. 


* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1.000  of  estimate  population. 

t Alterations  in  the  area  of  the  District  were  made  on  January  1st  , and  June  12th, 
1895,  and  on  September  29th,  1896. 


Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  arc  llm  whole  of  those 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The 
deaths  included  in  Column  12  ore  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the 
addition  of  the  number  in  Column  1 1. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ' is  meant  persons  brought  into  t ho  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  : and  by  the  term 

Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

t The  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  t ho  purposes  of  these  Tables 
are  the  Workhouse,  the  Leominster  Cottage  Hospital,  the  County  Asylum,  and  the 
Hereford  Hospital,  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  not  within  the  Leominster  Rural  District. 


Total  population  at  all  ages 7,91 1 Zj 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ) J 

(exclusive  of  area  1 55,326  Number  of  inhabited  houses 1,872  > § 2 

covered  by  water).  ) l O" 

^ o 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house..  4.2 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board). 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  1903  and  Previous  Years. 
Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents. 
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Notes.— The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IY. 
There  is  no  Isolation  accommodation  available  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District 
* 1‘hthisis  was  notifiable  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District  from  1st  duly.,  1903. 
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!LE  III.  (Local  Government  Board,) 
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Table  IV.  (extended).  Local  Government  Board. 
LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Census  Returns. 


Sub-districts  and 
Parishes. 

Area 

in 

Acres. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population. 

Persons  per 
house. 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891  1901 

WEOBLEY  

29494 

1014 

974 

4404 

4098 

4.3  4.2 

Almeley  

3449 

1 :v> 

126 

r;  07 

500 

Bishopstone  

] n \ < ; 

53 

Blakemere  

1121 

36 

32 

165 

154 

4.6  4.2 

Bridge  Sobers  

788 

13 

12 

71 

55 

5.4  4.5 

Brinsop  

1413 

26 

24 

120 

132 

4.6  5.5 

Brobury  

530 

14 

1 1 

66 

55 

4.7  5.0 

Byford  

942 

42 

41 

185 

168 

4.4  4.1 

Kinnersley  

2249 

58 

60 

3<  15 

246 

5.2  4.1 

button  

1215 

40 

39 

147 

158 

3 .6  4 . 0 

Mansell  Gamage  

1376 

29 

26 

125 

96 

4.!  3.7 

Mansell  Lacy  

1316 

47 

47 

1 95 

193 

4.1  4.1 

M occas  

1190 

40 

39 

188 

171 

4.7  4.3 

Monnington-on-Wye  .... 

1023 

19 

18 

76 

83 

4.0  4.6 

Norton  Canon  

2148 

71 

05 

281 

251 

3.9  3.8 

Preston  -on  - W ye  

1380 

53 

52 

212 

203 

4.0  3.9 

Staunton-on-\\  ve  

2376 

135 

134 

503 

520 

3.7  ; 3.8 

Weobley  

3899 

167 

16.2 

804 

753 

4.8  4.6 

Yazor  

2063 

39 

38 

215 

179 

5.5  4.7 

D1LWYN  

20234 

705 

680 

3002 

2853 

4.2  4.1 

Birley  

1 295 

40 

43 

172 

211 

4.3  4.9 

Canon  Pyon  

3749 

150 

142 

611 

568 

4.0  4.0 

1 )ilwyn  

6423 

252 

234 

1062 

958 

4.2  4.0 

Eardisland  

3656 

122 

1 22 

500 

470 

5.9  3.8 

King’s  Pyon  

2407 

97 

90 

150 

43 

4.5  4 . 5 

Sarnesfield  

1021 

19 

19 

84 

92 

4.8  4.8 

Stretford  

434 

8 

7 

38  | 

34 

4.2  4.8 

Wormsley 

1249 

17 

17 

85 

81 

4.7  4.7 

RURAL  DISTRICT  .... 

49728 

171!) 

1654 

7406 

6951 

4.3  4.2 

weobley  rural  district. 
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WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1891 

1901. 

1902 

Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water)  — . . 

49,472  .. 

49472 

Population  (census)  

7.406  .. 

6,951  .. 

— 

Population  (Midsummer) 

— 

6,939  . . 

6,894 

Inhabited  houses  (census) 

1,719  •• 

1,651  .. 

— 

Persons  per  house 

4-3  •• 

4.2  .. 

— 

Rateable  value  (25th  March) 

£67.859  .. 

£65,606  . . 

£65,476 

A penny  rate  produces 

— 

£188  .. 

£188 

No.  of  parishes  

— 

26  . . 

26 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000  . . 

24.7  .. 

18.0  . . 

15.6 

Corrected  for  sex  and  age. . 

21. 1 . . 

15-3  •• 

13-3 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Weobley  is  situated  in  the  north-western 
portion  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Wig- 
more  Rural  District,  on  the  east  by  the  Leominster  Rural  and 
Urban  Districts  and  the  Hereford  Rural  District,  on  the  south 
by  the  Dore  Rural  District,  and  on  the  north-west  by  the  Kington 
Rural  District.  The  distriet  is  a hilly  one,  many  peaks  rising 
abruptly.  The  Weobley  Workhouse  is  291ft.  above  sea  level, 
and  Canon  Bridge  is  191ft.  while  Merry  hill  in  the  south-east  is 
600ft.,  Mansell  hill  in  the  south  763ft.,  and  Wormesley  hill  881  ft. 

Streams  from  the  hills  empty  into  the  rivers  Arrow  in  the 
north  and  Wye  in  the  south.  Both  these  rivers  flow  across  the 
district  from  west  to  east. 

Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone. 
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Iii  the  parishes  ol  Bridge  Sollers,  Eardisland  and  Letton  are 
alluvial  deposit,  and  limestone  crops  up  in  the  parish  of  Mansell 
Gamage. 

Over  nearly  the  whole  district  there  is  a clay  subsoil  with 
sandstone  in  the  parishes  of  Brobury,  Moecas,  Freston-on-Wye 
and  Staunton-on-Wye. 

There  are  26  parishes  within  the  district,  which  is  co- 
terminous with  the  Weobley  Registration  District  and  with  the 
Weobley  Poor-law  Union.  The  whole  district  is  in  the  county 
of  Hereford.  At  the  Census  of  1901  the  population  in  the  parishes 
varied  from  34  in  Stretford  to  958  in  Dilwyn.  I11  six  parishes 
the  inhabitants  number  less  than  100.  The  parish  of  Weobley, 
with  a population  of  752,  contains  the  town  of  Weobley,  where 
there  are  about  100  houses  more  or  less  compactly  gathered 
together.  There  are  collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Almeley, 
Canon  Pyon,  Dilwyn,  Eardisland,  Staunton-on-Wye,  Kinnersley, 
Kings  Pyon  and  Preston-on-Wye. 

There  are  45  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  ijo  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Weobley  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  arc  altogether  of  an  agricultural  character. 
Hops  and  fruit  are  extensively  grown,  and  there  is  breeding  of 
Herefordshire  cattle.  A quarry  was  worked  in  1902  in  the  parish 
of  Sarneslield  ; and  in  the  parishes  of  Mansell  bacv,  Mansell  Gamage, 
Byford,  Brobury,  Staunton-on-Wye,  Norton  Canon,  and  Moccas 
a great  deal  of  timber  has  been  felled  during  the  past  few  years. 
There  are  corn  mills  in  Weobley  parish,  and  two  cider  works  in 
Canon  Pyon.  Saw  mills  and  turnery  are  established  in  Almeley. 

ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  area  of  the  Weobley 
district  in  the  past  ten  years. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  ol  the  Weobley  Rural  District  at  the  Census 
of  iqoi  was  6,954.  During  the  ten  years  1891  1901  there  was 
an  average  yearly  decrease  in  the  population  of  45  persons  over 
the  whole  district,  but  in  six  parishes  there  was  an  aggregate 
increase  of  <)4  persons.  The  estimated  population  in  the  middle 
of  1903  is  6,849,  the  number  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report 
are  based. 
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BIRTHS. 

No.  174.  Birth-rate  per  1,000 — 25.4. 

There  were  174  births  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  during  1903,  of  which  102  were  boys  and  72  girls,  equal  to 
a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  25.4.  This  rate  is  2 per  1,000  above 
that  recorded  in  1902,  and  .6  per  1,000  above  the  average  rate  ol 
the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  Rural  England  during 
1903  was  27.3  per  1,000. 


In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1903. 

i893-i9°2. 

Weoblev 

-H-3 

23.3 

Dilwyn  

26.9 

25.1 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

During  1903  there  were  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  14  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  8 per  cent,  of  the  total 
births,  or  to  2.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  I11  the 
Weobley  sub-district  8 per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate, 
and  in  the  Dilwyn  sub-district  8 per  cent.  There  are  certain 
fallacies  connected  with  this  method  of  stating  the  amount  of 
illegitimacy  which  will  be  found  stated  on  p.  5 

At  the  Census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District 
807  unmarried  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years.  The 
proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these  women  was  thus 
17.3  compared  with  12.3  per  1,000  in  1902  and  with  12.9  per  1,000 
in  the  six  combined  Rural  Districts.  In  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  (the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available)  there 
were  8.3  illegitimate  births  to  each  1,000  unmarried  women 
between  45  and  15  years. 


DEATHS. 

No.  107.  Rate  per  1,000—15.6. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  during  1903  was  102,  of  which  58  were  males  and  44  females. 
Three  residents  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District  died  during  the 
year  in  the  County  Asylum  and  two  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
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Hospital.  After  making,  therefore,  the  necessary  adjustments, 
the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  was  107,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  15.6  per  1,000.  This 
rate  is  .1  per  1,000  above  that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  1.2  per  1,000 
below  the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years.  (See 
Table  I.,  p.  159) 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  three  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  163  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1903  : — 
Brobury,  Stretford,  and  Wormesley. 


In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average 

of  10  years 

1903. 

1893-1902 

Weobley  

16.8 

17-3 

Dilwyn  

. ..  13.8 

16.2 

Weobley  Rural  District  . . 

. ..  15.6 

16.8 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period,  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  seven  parishes,  each  of  which  hap  a population  of  more 
than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were  as  follows 


1901 

1902 

19°3 

Almeley  

12.0 

18.0 

18. 1 

Canon  Pyon 

24.6 

..  14.1 

..  14.2 

Dilwyn  

13-5 

••  15.8 

..  15.0 

Eardislandj 

..  29.7 

..  17. 1 

..  15.0 

King’s  Pyon 

..  13.6 

..  11. 4 

16.0 

Staunton-on-Wye 

17-3 

..  17.2 

• • 9-5 

Weobley  

..  19.9 

..  22.7 

12 . 1 

Corrected  I )kath-ratk. 

The  death 

rate  from 

all  causes  in  this 

country  is  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55  years  than  it  is  at  other 
periods,  and  it  is  also  lower  among  females  than  among  males,  and  as 
the  proportion  of  persons  living  at  different  age  periods  and  the  pro- 
portion of  males  to  females  varies  in  different  localities,  it  is  obviously 
necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are  to  compare  with 
accuracy  the  death-rates  of  two  or  more  districts.  In  England  and 
Wales  of  every  1,000  persons  living,  113  are  under  5 years  and  106 
are  over  55  years,  but  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District  109,  or  about 
the  normal  proportion,  are  under  5 years,  and  172  are  over  55  years, 
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this  large  number  of  older  persons  favouring  a high  death-rate. 
With  regard  to  sex  ratio,  in  England  and  Wales  the  proportion 
of  males  to  females  is  as  484  to  516,  and  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  the  proportion  is  almost  the  same,  487  to  513.  I11  order 
to  make  a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country  I have 
worked  out  the  factor  of  correction  for  Weobley  Rural  District, 
and  the  death-rate  thus  corrected  was  13.3  per  1,000  in  1903,  com- 
pared with  15.4  per  1,000  in  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected 
average  death-rate  in  Weobley  Rural  District  in  the  previous  ten 
years  was  14.3  per  1,000. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

2.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  102  deaths  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District 
in  1903  there  were  96  certified  by  the  registered  medical  prac- 
titioners, 3 by  the  Coroner,  and  3 were  uncertified.  Given  as 
percentages  of  the  total  deaths,  94.2  per  cent,  were  certified  by 
medical  practitioners,  2.9  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  2.9  per 
cent,  were  uncertified.  The  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  is 
not  so  high  as  it  was  in  1902,  when  7.8  of  the  deaths  registered 
were  uncertified. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case  of 
the  uncertified  deaths  was 

Natural  causes. 

Senile  decay. 

Convulsions. 

illegitimate  deaths. 

There  were  two  deaths  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District  during 
1903  among  illegitimate  children  under  12  months  old,  giving  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  142  per  1,000  illegitimate  births,  com- 
pared with  125  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births  and  deaths ^ 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years, 

1903.  1893-1902. 

Weobley  Rural  District  126  . . 87 

Rural  England  118 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Weobley  Rural  District  during  1903  there  were 
born  174  children,  and  22  children  died  under  12  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  12b  per  1,000  births. 
This  number  was  above  the  average  (87)  for  the  previous  10  years. 
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In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 

was 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Weobley  153  ..  91 

Dilwyn  92  . . 82 

The  22  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Weobley 
Rural  District  during  1903  were  certified  as  having  died  from  the 
following  causes  : — Congenital  weakness  (2),  Premature  birth  (8), 
Accident,  Bronchitis,  Tuberculosis  (3),  Meningocele.  Hydrocehpalus, 
Gastritis,  Convulsions,  Spina  bifida  and  Want  of  attention  at 
birth. 


Table  A. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Weobley  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub-districts,  and 
the  seven  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 

to  5 

5 

tol  5 

15  1 25 
to25  to45 

45 
ti  >(>5 

05 

t<»75 

75 
t<  >85 

( her 
85 

Weobley  District 

I07 

22 

2 

u 

5 

8 

22 

16 

21 

5 

Sub-Districts  : 

Weobley  . . . . 

68 

15 

7 

5 

> 

J 

5 

m 

10 

12 

7 l 

1 filwyn 

39 

7 

( ) 

1 

7 

> 

s 

6 

9 

7 

.7 

Parishes  : 

Almeley 

9 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

() 

1 

i) 

( ) 

Canon  Pyon 

8 

3 

0 

I 

0 

0 

7 

() 

1 

1 

1 filwyn 

M 

■> 

.■> 

() 

0 

1 

( ) 

7 

7 

1 

7 

Eardisland 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

7 

7 

> 

() 

King’s  Pyon 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

1 

) 

7 

0 

St  a un  ton-011- Wye 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

C) 

7 

0 

() 

Weobley 

TO 

1 

I 

I 

I 

0 

5 

I 

O 

O 
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ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  I ) IS  I CASES. 

Average  of 


io  years, 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.29  . . 0.66 

,,  ,,  Rural  England  . . . . 1.08 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No  o!  cases.  No.  of  deaths. 


Small-pox 
Measles  . . . 

Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria 
Typhoid  fever 
Diarrhoea 


o 

* 

10 

* 


o 

* 


0 

0 

0 

1 
1 
o 
o 


* Not  notifiable. 

Small-pox. — There  were  no  cases  of  Small-pox  in  1903. 
Scarlet  Fever.--  There  were  12  non-fatal  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  during  the  year  among  the  occupants  of  six  houses  in  six 
parishes. 


Diphtheria — Eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  from 
seven  houses  in  six  parishes.  One  death  occurred  in  King’s  Pyon 
parish. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  reported 
during  1903. 

Diarrhoea. — No  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Diarrhoea 
either  in  1902  or  1903,  and  as  far  as  I am  aware  there  was  no 
prevalence  of  the  disease  during  these  years. 


Influenza. — There  were  three  fatal  cases  of  influenza  during 
1903.  They  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Letton  and  Dilwyn  (2). 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
reported  in  1902  or  1903. 

Erysipelas. — Two  non-fatal  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  re- 
ported during  1903. 

Phthisis. 


Average  of 
10  years, 
1903.  1893-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.87  ..  0.80 

Tlie  six  deaths  from  Consumption  occurred  in  the  following 
parishes:  Dilwyn  (2),  Rrinsop,  Kinnersley,  Rirley,  and  Eardis- 
lund.  The  ages  at  death  varied  from  four  months  to  70  years  ; 
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three  were  males  and  three  were  females.  The  District  Council 
decided  to  distribute  within  the  district  500  “ Prevention  of 
Consumption  ’ cards,  a copy  of  which  will  be  found  on  p.  11; 

Some  general  observations  on  Phthisis  will  be  found  on  p.  10. 


Cancer. 

Average  of 

live  years, 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

1903. 

1898-1920 

1-30 

0.90 

The  nine  deaths — one  male  and  eight  females — from  Cancer 
occurred  among  residents  in  the  following  parishes  : — Mansel 
Lacy,  Letton,  Weobley,  Staunton-on-Wye,  Dilwyn  (2).  Eardisland, 
(2).  and  Canon  Pyon. 


Table  B. 

WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


CO 

0 

1 - 

V 

- 

- 

T1 

- £ -M 

CO 

0 

Name  of  1 disease 

00 

00 

X 
— 1 

X 

X 

* 

X 

— 

- 

— X - 

05 

rH 

Small-pox  

(} 

0 

(I 

ll 

<1 

II 

ll 

11 

ll 

II 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

t 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

11 

*) 

1 

1 

1 1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

* > 

1 

11 

•) 

1 

1 

1 ' 

1 1 

ll 

10 

0 

Whooping1  ( 'ough  . . 

1 tiphtheria  and 

1 1 

i» 

n 

1 

• > 

« f 

1 1 

l 

1 

1 1 

1 

Membranous  Croup  .. 

0 

• » 

1 1 

1 

1 

■'< 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

1 

1 

1 1 

11 

<1 

1 1 

(1 

1 

II 

;» 

0 

Influenza  

0 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

8 

‘.1 

:i 

U! 

8 

4 

40 

3 

1 tiarrhoea  

II 

1 1 

II 

4 

1 1 

1 1 

(1 

1 1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

(1 

I 1 

1 

1 

II 

1 1 

(1 

»> 

0 

Erysipelas  

•) 

1 1 

11 

<1 

1 1 

(i 

ll 

1 » 

1 1 

ll 

• > 

0 

Phthisis 

<) 

<; 

r> 

() 

1 

7 

•) 

:< 

t 

(*i 

57 
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* Total  of  5 years. 
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Table  C. 

WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 
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0 
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0 

0 
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0 
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0 
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IS(  )I  -AT  I ON  ACCC  )M  MOD  ATION. 

There  is  uo  provision  in  the  district  for  isolating  cases  of 
infectious  diseases. 

The  Council  has  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Hereford 
Rural  District  Council  to  make  use  of  the  Hospital  which  that 
Council  is  now  erecting. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  December,  1879,  the  Weobiey  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
resolved  that  500  yards  should  be  a reasonable  distance  as  regards 
water  supply  in  the  case  of  existing  houses,  but  that  for  new 
houses  and  any  rebuilt  the  distance  should  not  exceed  200  yards. 

In  the  parish  of  Letton  there  is  a combined  water  supply  to 
five  houses  and  a public-house,  galvanised  iron  pipes  being  laid 
from  a spring  a quarter  of  a mile  distant  to  a standpipe.  Else- 
where wells,  mostly  shallow  and  dry  steyned,  are  to  be  found, 
and  in  several  parishes  roadside  springs  are  utilised.  O11  pages 
168-170  of  my  report  for  1901  will  be  found  a report  upon  the 
water  supply  to  the  town  of  Weobiey. 

DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  no  combined  system  of  drainage  except  in  the  town 
of  Weobiey,  where  a pipe  sewer  was  laid  in  the  year  1893  with  an 
outfall  into  two  tanks  holding  about  8.000  gallons  each,  situated 
in  a field  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  The  tanks  are  periodically 
emptied  and  the  contents  placed  on  the  surrounding  land.  There 
are  two  flushing  tanks  connected  with  the  two  main  lines  of  the 
sewer,  and  manholes  are  placed  at  intervals  of  about  80  yards 
along  its  length.  Practically  all  the  houses  in  Weobiey  (about 
100)  and  two  slaughter-houses  are  now  connected  with  the  sewer. 
Of  the  houses  connected  10  have  water-closets  but  only  one  is 
provided  with  a flushing  tank.  The  total  cost  of  the  sewerage 
scheme,  including  the  outfall,  was  £1,500,  which  was  raised  by  a 
loan,  repayable  in  30  years,  and  which  is  a special  charge  upon  the 
parish  of  Weobiey. 

The  slop  water  drains  from  a considerable  number  of  houses 
elsewhere  than  in  Weobiey  discharge  into  roadside  ditches. 

In  the  residential  houses  and  at  the  Jarvis’s  Schools  at 
Staunton-on-Wye  water  closets  are  provided,  the  drainage  dis- 
charging on  to  adjoining  land  with  or  without  the  intervention 
of  a cesspool.  In  some  cases  the  drainage  discharges  directly 
into  a watercourse.  At  the  Workhouse  there  are  seven  water 
closets  as  well  as  earth  closets.  The  drainage  from  this  institution 
discharges  into  the  Weobiey  brook.  At  farm-houses  and  cottages 
privv  closets  are  generally  found.  In  only  a few  instances  are 
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earth  closets  or  pail  closets  provided.  There  are  a few  of  the 
latter  at  Dilwyu. 

HOUSING. 

A fair  proportion  of  the  cottage  houses  are  old  and  require 
to  he  constantly  repaired  if  they  are  to  remain  in  a habitable 
state. 

Thatched  roofs  are  giving  place  to  slates  or  tiles,  but  too 
often  there  is  no  provision  made  for  carrying  away  the  roof  water, 
so  that  the  house  is  made  permanently  damp. 

Two  blocks  of  stone  cottages  were  erected  in  the  parish  of 
Sarnesfield  in  iqo2  by  Mr.  George  Marshall,  of  The  Batch,  and 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Architect,  Mr.  H.  ITardwicke  Lang- 
ston,  A.R.I.B.A.,  of  Bedford  Row,  London,  I was  enabled  to 
reproduce  plans  of  these  houses  in  my  report  for  1902,  where 
they  will  be  found  together  with  a short  description  on  pages 
144-5-6. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1S90,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted 
by  the  District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the 
urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  have  not  made  any  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
Private  scavenging, 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit -pickers, 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSIIOPS. 

No  regulations  arc  in  force  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order,  1885.  No  public  notice  was  given  during  the 
year  of  the  necessity  for  registration. 

The  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  five. 

SLAl  JC 1HTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  four  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in 
the  parishes  of  Weobley  (2),  Dilwyn,  and  Staunton-on-Wye.  They 
are  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 

1 here  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter-houses. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  is  one  common  lodging-house  in  the  district  situated 
in  the  parish  of  Weobley.  It  was  not  built  for  the  purpose  to 
which  it  is  now  put.  The  four  sleeping  rooms  give  accommodation 
for  nine  persons.  I am  told  it  is  well  patronised  in  spite  of  the 
very  meagre  accommodation  offered.  It  is  kept  in  a better 
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condition  than  formerly,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement 
bye-laws  with  respect  to  common  lodging-houses  and  based 
upon  the  model  series  ol  the  bocal  Government  board  were 
adopted  by  the  District  Council  on  August  6th,  1901,  and  received 
the  sanction  of  the  board  on  October  nth,  1901. 

b A K CHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  following  parishes  : — 
Canon  Pyon,  Dilwyn,  Kinnersley,  Preston-on-Wye,  and  Weoblev 
(4).  Some  of  them  are  not  kept  as  clean  as  they  should  be. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  15  public  elementary  schools  in  15  parishes,  having 
an  aggregate  accommodation  for  1,494  children.  At  the  1901 
census  there  were  1,392  children  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District 
between  the  ages  of  live  and  14  years.  Only  one  school  (Almeley) 
was  formerly  managed  by  a School  Board. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  John  Pember  was  elected  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  iqoo 
for  one  year,  and  has  been  re-elected  annually  since.  He  receives 
a salary  of  £50  per  annum,  one-half  of  which  is  contributed  by 
the  County  Council.  He  keeps  a horse  and  a bicycle,  and  pays 
all  his  travelling  and  incidental  expenses,  with  the  exception  of 
stamps  and  stationary.  He  also  holds  office  under  the  Council 
as  School  Attendance  Officer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Cases  inquired  into  

Patients  removed  to  hospital 
Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 
Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  Ac.,  disinfected 

School  disinfected 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  

HOUSES. 


Erected  5 

Made  lit  for  habitation 1 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation o 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed 6 

Overcrowding  abated  o 


0 

15 

15 

1 

o 


WATER  SUPFLY. 


Wells  sunk  o 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 6 

Wells  closed  o 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 4 
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HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 6 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  4 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified 2 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 2 

Dumb  wells  rectified  o 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  3 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns o 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

Additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 3 

Converted  to  w.c.’s  3 

Converted  to  pail  closets  i 

Repaired  6 

SCAVENGING. 

Houses  from  which  refuse  has  been  ordered  to  be  removed  b 

Privies  ordered  to  be  cleansed 18 

Portable  receptacles  to  be  cleansed 3 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse i 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

On  register  i 

Inspected i 

Cleansed  and  repaired i 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  4 

Inspected  4 

Cleansed  and  repaired 4 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  5 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

.Seizures o 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  79 

Notices  served  6 

Notices  complied  with 6 

Notices  outstanding  o 

JOHN  PKMBKR, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

Norton  Canon,  Weobley 

February  9th,  1904. 
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WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

I 'Tom  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I have 
made  a Register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the  Weobley 
Rural  District. 

No  special  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council 
during  1903  with  regard  to  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops. 
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Table  i.  (Local  Government  Hoard.) 

WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1903 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to 
Middle  of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Regis- 
tered IN  THE 
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t ii  registered  in  Public  Insti- 
° tutions  in  the  District.. 

Deaths  of  Residents  regis- 

i-)  tered  in  Public  Institutions 
“ beyond  the  district. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths 
included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of 
the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  : and  by  the  term 
“ Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  havo  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

t The  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are 
the  Workhouse  within  the  district  (Cols.  9 and  10),  and  the  County  Asylum,  and  Hereford 
Hospital,  beyond  tho  district  (Col.  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  tho  district. 

Total  population  at  all  ages (1,951  § _ 

Area  of  District  in  acres  \ ) C§ 

(exclusive  of  area  > 49,472  Number  of  inhabited  houses 1.051  ' .v — 

covered  by  water).  I i w s-. 

1 ^ 0 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house.  . 4.S 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-districts  in  1903 

AND  PREVIOUS  NEARS. 


Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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Notes. — 

ill  I he  separate  lc icali ties  adopted  for  t his  Tal tie  are  the  resist ratii >n  sub-i list  rii'ts. 

1 2 1 I Miths  of  resiilents  occurring  ill  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are  included 
in  sub-columns  <•  of  this  Fable,  and  those  of  non  residents  registered  in  pub'ic 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

( -*i ) Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without  tie 
district,  arc  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the 
< leceased . 

(4)  I la*  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Fable  tvspectivel y eipial  t he  c< irrespom I 
ing  totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Fables  I and  I \ thus,  the  totals  of  sub 
coin  11ns  11,  h and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the  year  in  the  columns  2,  •>,  and 
12  i ispect  ively  of  Fable  I ; the  gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c agrees  with  the 
lot  u of  column  2 in  'Fable  I \ .,  and  the  gross  total  of  sub-columns  d with  the  total 
of  ci d umn  in  Table  IV. 

* Itale  pei  1,000  persons  living, 
f Kate  per  1,000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board. 

WHO  BLL  Y RURAL  DISTRICT. 

ases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1903 


16 1 


1 lie  localties  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tallies  LI.  and  I\  . 
There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Weobley  District. 


Table  IV.  extended.  Local  Government  Board. 
WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


i8qi  i 901  1903- 

Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water)  — . . 194  . . 194 

Population  (census)  1591  • • 1.663 

Popu'ation — Midsummer  . . . . — . . 1,665  • • 1.680 

Inhabited  House  (census)  . . . . 552  . . 359 

Persons  per  Plouses  4.5  . . 4.6  . . — 

Rateable  Value  — . . £5.302  . . £5.302 

A penny  rate  produces — . . — . . £19 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000  ..  — ..  19.2  ..  13.0 


The  Bromyard  Urban  District  was  formed  from  the  Bromyard 
Rural  Sanitary  District  on  January  1st,  1895.  It  includes  the 
parish  of  Bromyard  and  a portion  of  the  parish  of  Winslow  (L.G.B. 
Order,  November  17th.  1894).  Prior  to  January  iSth,  1895.  the 
area  now  included  in  the  Bromvard  Urban  District  was  a Special 
Drainage  District  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  the  Bromyard 
Union. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL 
CHARACTER. 

The  Urban  District  of  Bromyard  is  situated  in  the  north- 
eastern side  of  the  county  of  Hereford,  and  is  entirely  surrounded 
by  the  Bromyard  Rural  District.  'Pile  area  of  the  town  is  roughly 
triangular  in  shape  with  the  apex  of  the  triangle  on  the  western 
and  the  base  on  the  eastern  side.  The  eastern  boundary  is  formed 
by  the  River  Frome  ; the  remaining  boundaries  are  artificial. 
The  lowest  part  of  the  town  (341  ft.  above  sea  level)  is  about  100 
yards  north  of  Sherford  Bridge,  over  the  River  Frome.  At  the 
Market  Place  the  height  is  394  ft.,  at  the  corner  of  Milvern  Lane 
and  Sheep  Street  416  ft.,  and  at  the  boundary  of  the  town  on 
New  Road  it  is  5 72  ft.  above  sea  level. 
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The  Geological  formation  is  Old  Red  Sandstone. 

In  the  middle  of  the  town  towards  the  eastern  side  the  houses 
are  gathered  together  in  compact  fully  built  up  streets.  There 
are  practically  no  courts  or  back-to-back  houses.  Several  new 
houses  have  been  erected  lately  at  Westhill,  which  is  very  well 
situated  from  a residential  point  of  view,  being  550  feet  above 
sea  level. 

INDUSTRIES. 

There  is  an  extensive  clothing  factory  giving  employment 
to  men,  women,  and  girls  both  in  the  factory  and  as  out-workers. 
Also  a tannery,  which  will  shortly  be  in  full  working  order. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  area  now  included  in  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District  at  the  census  of  1891  was  159U  and  at  the  census 
of  1901  was  1,663.  The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of 
1903.  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report  are  based,  isl,680. 

BIRTHS. 

No.  44.  Rate  per  1,000,  26.1. 

There  were  44  births  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Urban 
District  during  1903,  of  which  21  were  boys  and  23  girls,  equal 
to  a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  26.1.  This  rate  is  2.8  per  1,000  above 
that  recorded  in  1902  and  1.4  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  eight  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England 
during  1903  was  27.3  per  1,000,  and  in  the  103  smaller  towns  27.4 
per  1,000. 

DEATHS. 

No. 22.  Rate  per  1,000,  13.0. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Urban 
District  during  1903  was  19,  of  which  9 were  males  and  10  females. 
There  died  in  the  Bromyard  Workhouse  2 inmates,  and  one  patient 
died  in  the  County  Asylum  whose  usual  place  of  residence  was  in 
the  Bromyard  Urban  District.  After  making,  therefore,  these 
necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among  residents 
in  the  Bromyard  Urban  District  was  22  (12  males  and  10  females), 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  13  per  1,000.  This  rate  is  2.3  per  1,000 
below  that  recorded  in  1902,  and  is  6.9  per  1,000  below  the  average 
death-rate  of  the  previous  eight  years.  (,See  Table  1,  p.  174). 

The  death-rate  in  the  whole  of  England  during  1903  was 
154  per  1,000,  in  rural  England  14.8  per  1,000,  in  (lie  76  great 
towns  16.3  per  1,000,  and  in  the  103  smaller  towns,  14. b per 
1,000. 
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Table  A. 

hollowing  are  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups  for  the 
Bromyard  Urban  District. 


All  Under 
Ages  1 year. 

1 to 
5 

5 to  15  to  25  to 
15  25  45 

15  to 
fi5 

<15  tc  1 7.5  to  Over 
75  85  85. 

Urban  1 >ist rict  . . . 

co 

Cl 

0 

1 2 ' 3 

6 

5 2 0 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

Of  the  19  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Urban  District 
in  1903  there  were  17  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
and  2 were  uncertified.  Given  as  percentages  of  the  total  deaths 
89.4  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical  practitioners,  and  10.6 
per  cent,  were  uncertified.  No  deaths  were  certified  by  the 
Coroner. 

IEEEGITIMACY. 

Births. — During  1903  there  were  registered  in  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District  4 illegitimate  births,  equal  to  9 per  cent,  of  the 
total  births,  or  2.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  There  are 
certain  fallacies  connected  with  this  method  of  stating  the  amount 
of  illegitimacy,  which  will  be  found  mentioned  on  p.  5. 

The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  to  the  number  of  un- 
married women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years  was  as  14  8 
is  to  1,000.  A reference  to  page  6 will  show  that  Bromyard  U ban 
District  compares  unfavourably  in  this  respect  with  the  sur- 
rounding districts. 

Deaths. — There  were  2 deaths  among  illegitimate  children 
under  twelve  months  old  in  1903  in  the  Bromyard  Urban  District, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  500  per  1,000  births,  com- 
pared with  40  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births  and  deaths. 
I N FAN  T MO  R T A L 1 T Y . 

Average  of 
8 years. 

ii)02.  . . 1893-1902. 

Bromyard  Urban  District  ..  ..  1)8  ..  92 

The.  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Bromyard  Urban  District  during  1903  there  were 
born  44  children,  and  3 children  died  under  twelve  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  (>8  per  1,000  births. 
This  number  was  below  the  average  (92)  lor  the  previous  seven 
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years.  In  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  this  rate  during  1903 
was  132  per  1,000  births,  and  in  the  rural  districts  188  per  1,000  ; 
in  the  7 0 great  towns  144,  and  in  the  103  smaller  towns,  135. 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “principal  zymotic  diseases.’’ 


No.  of  cases. 

No.  of  deaths. 

vSmall-pox  . . 

0 

0 

Measles 

* 

0 

vScarlet  Fever 

16 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

* 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

. . 0 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  . . 

* 

0 

# Not  Notifiable. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  notified  during  the  year  16  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  from  12  houses.  Seven  patients  were  removed  to 
the  Hospital  from  five  houses.  All  the  Hospital  patients  recovered, 
one  patient  who  was  nursed  at  home  died. 

Diphtheria. — One  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  July, 
and  the  patient  was  removed  to  the  Flospital. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified 
during  1903. 

Diarrhcea. — No  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  diarrhoea 
either  in  1902  or  in  1903. 


Influenza. — There  were  no  deaths  registered  as  due  to  this 
disease  in  1902  or  1903. 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  was  one  non-fatal  case  of  puerperal 
fever  notified  during  1903. 

Erysipelas. — One  non-fatal  case  of  erysipelas  was  notified 
in  May  in  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

Phthisis.  Average  of 

8 years, 
1895-1902. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ..  ..  1.78  ..  .77 

The  three  deaths  from  consumption  occurred  in  May  and 
November.  All  were  males  ; their  ages  at  death  were  34,  36, 
and  50  years  ; one  of  the  deaths  was  of  a Bromyard  resident  in 
the  Workhouse.  Some  general  observations  upon  this  disease 
will  be  found  on  page  10.  The  District  Council  distributed  in  the 
town  500  cards  on  the  Prevention  of  Consumption  (see  p.  11). 


BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ibS 


Cancer. 

No  deaths  were  registered  during  1903  in  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District  as  due  to  cancer. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  erected  in  1896  jointly  by  the  Urban 
and  Rural  District  Councils  has  accommodation  for  four  patients 
in  two  separate  wards.  During  1903  there  were  admitted  from 
the  Urban  District  seven  scarlet  fever  patients  and  one  diphtheria 
patient,  all  of  whom  recovered. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

A decreasing  number  of  houses  obtain  water  from  wells 
provided  with  pumps  and  situated  on  the  premises.  Within 
the  last  two  years  a general  supply  for  the  town  has  been  ob- 
tained and  mains  have  been  laid  down  by  the  District  Council. 
The  water  from  springs  on  land  belonging  to  R.  Phipps,  Esq., 
Buckenhill,  is  pumped  by  a wind  motor  into  two  reservoirs.  The 
high  level  reservoir  has  a capacity  of  about  20,000  gallons,  is 
578  ft.  above  sea  level,  and  103  ft.  above  the  lowest  hydrant, 
giving  a pressure  of  95  lbs.  to  the  square  inch.  The  low  level 
reservoir  holds  about  100,000  gallons,  is  506  ft.  above  sea  level, 
and  105  ft.  above  the  lowest  hydrant,  giving  a pressure  of  73  lbs. 
to  the  square  inch. 

There  is  a Tower  tank  with  a capacity  of  800  gallons  at 
Plaggoners  Green  for  supplying  a lew  houses  which  cannot  be 
supplied  from  the  high  reservoir.  It  is  very  desirable  that  this  tank 
should  be  duplicated  for  the  wind  motor  is  not  constantly  pumping. 

Eire  hose  and  stand  fittings  for  connection  to  the  hydrants 
are  kept  at  the  fire  engine  station  in  Rowberry  Street.  The  roofs 
of  most  houses  in  the  town  could  be  reached  by  the  fire  hose,  but 
there  is  not  sufficient  head  to  reach  those  situated  in  the  upper 
end  of  West  Dill  and  Sheep  Street.  About  75  per  cent,  of  head 
is  lost  owing  to  friction  and  bends,  so  that  a 100-ft.  head  would 
only  reach  a height  of  25  to  30  ft. 

There  have  now  been  connected  with  the  water  mains  125 
houses  (about  one-third  of  the  number  in  the  town),  two  Board 
Schools,  the  Grammar  School,  and  the  Cattle  Markets,  and  one 
large  house  in  the  rural  district  ; there  are  also  nine  stand  pipes 
from  which  water  is  drawn  for  the  supply  of  houses  in  their 
vicinity.  Two  stand  pipes  were  abandoned  during  1902,  and 
the  water  connected  to  the  adjoining  houses.  The  weekly  con- 
sumption is  at  present  about  40,000  gallons.  At  no  time  during 
iqo2  01  1903  was  there  any  necessity  to  limit  the  supply  of  water 
from  the  public  mains. 
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DRAINAGE. 

Plans  for  a complete  system  of  sewerage  for  the  town  have 
been  prepared  by  Mr.  J,  E.  Wilcox,  Engineer,  of  Birmingham, 
and  have  been  considered  by  the  Council.  A new  12-inch  stone- 
ware pipe  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Sheep  .Street  for  a length  of  280 
yards,  and  two  old  stone  drains  abolished.  This  sewer  connects 
with  an  old  stone  drain  in  St.  Peter’s  lame,  which  discharges  on 
to  the  Porthouse  field  above  the  railway  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Church.  Two  new  stoneware  pipe  sewers  have  been  laid 
during  the  year,  viz.,  a 12-incli  in  Hereford  Street  for  a length 
of  76  yards  ; and  a 7-inch  in  the  King’s  Arms  yard  entry  for  the 
drainage  of  four  houses  and  the  yard.  These  take  the  place  of 
old  stone  drains  which  had  become  so  defective  that  adjoining 
premises  were  constantly  being  Hooded  after  rain  by  foul  storm 
water.  The  new  sewer  in  Hereford  .Street  is  connected  to  a stone 
drain  which  empties  into  the  main  sewer  in  Pump  Street.  A 
stone  drain  traverses  the  top  end  of  Milvern  Dane  and  empties  on 
to  a field.  A pipe  drain  in  Church  .Street  discharges  on  to  and 
over  the  Chapel  meadow  called  “ Kirkham,”  behind  the  Police 
Station.  A pipe  drain  from  Sherford  Street  discharges  directly 
into  the  river  Erome  near  the  northern  side  of  the  bridge.  The 
principal  main  drain  of  the  town  (from  Pump  Street)  is  of  stone 
and  discharges  into  an  open  ditch  at  the  side  of  Chapel  meadow. 
This  ditch  is  open  for  about  no  yards  before  it  discharges  into 
the  River  Frome. 

Seven  new  Street  Gullies  have  been  put  in  Sheep  Street  in 
connection  with  the  new  12-inch  combined  sewer  ; and  one  Street 
Gulley  in  the  King’s  Arms  yard  entry. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  provided  with 
privy  middens.  But  these  are  gradually  being  abolished.  There 
are  some  pail  closets  and  earth  closets,  and  an  increasing  number 
of  water  closets  are  being  constructed. 

(For  most  of  the  information  relating  to  the  water  supply 
and  drainage,  1 am  indebted  to  the  Town  Surveyor,  Mr.  J . D.  Barrs). 

SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  streets  is  carried  out  weekly  by  the 
Council’s  workmen.  House  refuse  is  removed  bv  and  at  the  cost 
of  householders.  During  the  past  year  the  Council  has  had 
under  consideration  the  question  of  scavenging  ash-pits,  &e.,  at 
the  expense  of  the  Council,  but  110  decision  was  come  to  on  the 
matter.  It  would  add  very  greatly  not  only  to  the  comfort  but 
to  the  sanitary  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  if  the  principal 
streets  were  watered  during  the  dry  summer  months. 
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HOUSING. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4.O.  No  houses  were  certified  by  me  during  1903  as  un- 
inhabitable under  section  30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890.  The  majority  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the 
labouring  classes  are  fairly  well  built,  but  there  are  some  which 
require  constant  supervision. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment),  Act  1890,  was 
adopted  by  the  District  Council  in  1895. 

The  Council  has  not  adopted  the  Infectious  Disease  (Pre- 
vention) Act,  1890. 

Bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the  district  with  respect  to 
The  cleansing  of  footways  and  pavements, 

The  removal  of  house  refuse, 

The  cleansing  of  earth-closets,  privies  and  ash-pits 
Nuisances. 

Slaughter-houses, 

Common  lodging-houses,  and 
New  streets  and  buildings, 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MIEKSHOPS. 

There  are  no  Regulations  in  force  under  the  Dairies  Cow- 
sheds and  Milkshops  Order,  1S85. 

There  is  only  one  dairy  on  the  Register. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  four  slaughter-houses  in  the  town.  One  is 
registered  for  a limited  period  and  is  periodically  re-registered. 
They  are  tolerably  well  kept,  and  are  whitewashed  more  regularly 
than  formerly. 

During  1903  the  Council  caused  to  be  placed  in  each 
slaughter-house  a placard  setting  out  the  provisions  of  the  Bye- 
laws in  plainer  language  than  is  found  in  the  Bye-laws  themselves. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict. One  has  accommodation  for  17  lodgers,  the  other  for  13. 
There  are  in  each  house  three  bedrooms  (one  only  with  a fire- 
place) for  lodgers.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  premises  were 
not  specially  built  for  this  particidar  purpose,  both  houses  are 
satisfactorily  conducted.  There  is  frequently  too  great  an  accu- 
mulation of  refuse  in  the  backyards  ol  the  houses  (the  back 
premises  are  common  to  the  two  houses)  and  the  one  privy  closet 
which  serves  for  the  two  houses  should  be  replaced  by  an  earth 
closet  or  a water-closet. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  seven  public  bakehouses  in  the  town.  Sufficient 
attention  is  not  given  to  the  whitewashing  of  the  internal  walls 
in  several  instances,  and  as  the  ovens  are  stoked  from  inside  the 
bakehouse  a great  deal  of  unnecessary  dirt  is  caused  by  allowing 
coal  or  slack  to  lie  uncovered  and  to  tread  about  the  floor. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  two  public  elementary  schools  in  the  Urban 
District  with  an  aggregate  accommodation  for  310  pupils.  At 
the  1901  census  there  were  311  children  in  Bromyard  between 
the  ages  of  5 and  14  years.  Both  schools  were  formerly 
managed  by  the  Bromyard  School  Board,  and  are  now  ‘ ‘ provided  ” 
schools. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR . 

Mr.  Thomas  Barrs  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
upon  the  formation  of  the  Urban  District  in  1895.  He  is  re- 
appointed annually  and  receives  a salary  of  £ 8 per  annum,  one 
half  of  which  is  repaid  by  the  County  Council.  He  holds  no 
other  appointment  under  the  Bromyard  Urban  District  Council, 
but  is  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 

WORKSHOPS. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I 
have  made  a register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the 
Bromyard  Urban  District. 

No  special  action  was  taken  by  the  District  Council  during 
1903  with  regard  to  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  register  : — 


Blacksmiths  3 

Bootmakers  7 

Brickmaker  1 

Builders  3 

Cabinet  makers  3 

Coachbuilder  1 

Dressmakers  5 

Harness  makers  2 

Machinists  4 

Monumental  masons  2 

Tailors  7 

Watchmakers 2 

Wheelwright  1 

Total  41 
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BROMYARD  AS  A PLACE  OF  RESIDENCE. 

The  reputation  of  Bromyard  as  a healthy  place  of  residence 
has  been  quite  maintained  during  the  past  year.  The  death- 
rate  of  13  per  1,000  compares  very  favourably  with  that  recorded 
in  the  rural  districts  of  England  and  Wales — 14.8  per  1000.  The 
zymotic  death-rate  in  Bromyard  was  .59  per  1,000,  in  rural  Eng- 
land and  Wales  this  rate  was  1.08  per  1,000. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

I9°3- 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Cases  inquired  into 18 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  8 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 14 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected 14 


Cases  of  illegal  exposure  0 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  0 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 0 

Wells  closed  0 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  0 

Houses  connected  to  water  main 52 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 5 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  2 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  0 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  . . . . o 

Dumb  wells  rectified  0 

Houses  erected  4 


WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

Additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided  . . 

Converted  to  w.c.’s  

Converted  to  pail  closets  • • 

Repaired  


BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


'73 


SCAVENGING. 

Houses  from  which  refuse  has  been  ordered  to  lie  removed  . . 2 

Privies  ordered  to  be  cleansed  2 

Portable  receptacles  to  be  cleansed o 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse  5 

Cesspits  emptied  o 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

On  register  2 

Inspected  2 

Cleansed  and  repaired  2 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  4 

Inspected  4 

Cleansed  and  repaired  4 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  i 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  o 

clerical  work. 

Letters  written  20 

Notices  served  o 

Notices  complied  with  o 

Notices  outstanding  o 

T.  BARRS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

Deykins  Green,  Bromyard. 

January  22nd,  1004. 

Remarks.  — There  was  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
August  which  looked  rather  serious  at  one  time.  There  were  only 
three  other  infectious  cases  notified,  of  diphtheria,  erysipelas 
and  puerperal  fever.  Greater  attention  is  now  paid  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  slaughter-houses  and  they  are  kept  much  cleaner 
than  formerly. 
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Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1903  and 

Previous  Years. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  I,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  'Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  included  in 
Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in 
Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  " is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term  " Residents  ” 
is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or 
infirn  ity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

f The  “ Public  institutions”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  the 
Bromyard  Cottage  Hospital  within  the  district  (Cols  it  and  10),  and  the  Bromyard 
Workhouse,  Isolation  Hospital,  County  Vsylum,  Herefordshire  General  Hospital, 
and  the  Worcester  General  Infirmary  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 

Total  population  at  all  ages 1663  > % 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ) f a o 

(exclusive  of  area  [ 194  Number  of  inhabited  houses  359 1 2 

covered  by  water)  ) ) ^ 

Average  number  of  persons  per  houses  4 6 <*<  0 
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Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board). 
BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the 

Year  1903. 
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The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Bromyard  Urban  and  Rural  District  Council 

is  situated  in  the  Rural  District. 
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Table  IV.  (extended). 

BROMYARD 


(Local  Governmeni  Board). 

URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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